
 WASHINGTON — President Barack 
Obama released his fiscal 2016 budget 
request Monday, asking for $534.3 
billion for the Pentagon’s base budget 
plus an additional $50.9 billion for 
“overseas contingency operations.” 

For those who don’t want to scour 
federal budget documents, here are 
eight things you need to know about 
the president’s budget request.

1. It far exceeds budget caps: 
Obama’s budget blows past the caps 
imposed by lawmakers, by about 

$35 billion. Unless Congress changes 
the law known as “sequestration,” the 

Pentagon will have to make do with 
about $499 billion — 8 percent less 

than the president wants.
Analysts are skeptical that the 

White House and a GOP-con-
trolled Congress can reach an 
agreement about how to pay 
for higher defense spending.

“There are four paths to 
increasing defense spending: 
cut nondefense discretionary 
spending, reduce entitlement 
expenditures, add tax rev-
enue, or relax the restrictions 

on adding to the deficit,” wrote 
Ryan Crotty, a defense analyst at 

the Center for Strategic and Inter-
national Studies. “The first two of 

these solutions are anathema to Demo-
crats, and the last two are anathema to 

Republicans.”
SEE BUDGET ON PAGE 4
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Pay modernization panel gets warm reception on Capitol Hill
BY TRAVIS J. TRITTEN

Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — A plan to 
cut defined pensions by 20 per-
cent will not reduce long-term 
retention in the military, a panel 
appointed by Congress told law-
makers Tuesday.

Instead, spreading smaller re-

tirement benefits over troops’ 
careers will result in the same 
number serving two decades or 
more, according to the Military 
Retirement and Compensation 
Modernization Commission.

The reduction in pensions is 
one aspect of a retirement and 
health care coverage overhaul 
recommended last week by the 

committee. The landmark study 
— the most comprehensive re-
view of pay and benefits since an 
all-volunteer force was created 
in the 1970s — received initial 
praise on Capitol Hill during a 
hearing of the Senate Armed Ser-
vices Committee.

“The system we have devised 
includes the incentives, the flex-

ibility and the choice people want 
in [the] force, so we feel it is going 
to be a very powerful retention 
tool,” Commissioner Michael 
Higgins said.

The panel has proposed mod-
ernizing the aging retirement 
system by offering 80 percent 
of the current defined military 
pensions paid after 20 years. In 

return, every servicemember 
would be automatically enrolled
in the Thrift Savings Plan and the
military would match contribu-
tions, similar to 401(k) accounts.

Troops could keep whatever
money has accumulated when-
ever they separate and collect it 
after they turn 59 years old.
SEE PAY ON PAGE 6
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 BY LIZ SLY

 The Washington Post

BAGHDAD — It is not only in 
America that Clint Eastwood’s 
Iraq War blockbuster “American 
Sniper” is proving controversial.

After just a handful of some-
times rowdy screenings, the film 
has been pulled from Baghdad’s 
only movie theater amid com-
plaints from the Iraqi government 
— as well as viewers — that it “in-
sults” Iraqis.

Similar allegations have clouded 
the film’s release in the United 
States, though not its box-office 
success. Critics have hailed its 
gripping portrayal of Navy SEAL 
sniper Chris Kyle and his exploits 
in Iraq as a cinematic triumph. 
Commentators have denounced 
it as being simplistic and giving a 
one-sided portrayal of the conflict.

In Iraq, the movie has come as 
a reminder of the vast gulf that 
divides Iraqi and U.S. perceptions 
of the bloody, complicated war, 
which left more than 4,000 Ameri-
cans and well over 100,000 Iraqis 
dead — and is now drawing U.S. 
troops back.

“It glorifies Americans and 
makes Iraqis out to be nothing but 

terrorists,” said Ahmed Kamal, 
27, a teacher, who downloaded the 
film for free on a pirate website 
because he didn’t want to pay to 
see a movie in which the hero re-
fers to Iraqis as “savages.”

“I wasn’t prepared to spend 
money to see it,” he said. “It por-
trays Americans as strong and 
noble, and Iraqis as ignorant and 
violent.”

The movie also failed to note 
that some Iraqis worked with the 
Americans, said Sarmad Moaz-
zem, 32, who was one of them. He 
served alongside U.S. troops for 
five years in an Interior Ministry 
logistics division and now works 
as a security adviser at the theater 
that pulled the film.

“The film makes out that all 
Iraqis are terrorists — men, 
women and children — whereas, 

actually, there are some people 
who loved the Americans and 
wanted them to stay to help re-
build our country,” he said. “The 
movie didn’t show any of them.”

He listed numerous inaccura-
cies, such as the identification of 
Sadr City, the Baghdad neighbor-
hood where Shiite militias battled 
U.S. troops on numerous occa-
sions, as a stronghold of al-Qaida 
— which is a Sunni group.

Moreover, a scene in which Iraq-
is, including a child, attempted to 
take out the sniper didn’t ring true, 
according to his experiences.

“No one would stick around if 
there was an American sniper 
in the area,” he said. “As soon as 
anyone knew there was a sniper, 
everyone would run and hide.”

That scene, in which a child 
picks up a rocket-propelled gre-

nade launcher, provoked a furious 
outburst at one of the screenings.
Three spectators in the front row
jumped up from their seats and 
started cursing, said Mohammed 
Laith, 27, who was sitting a few
rows behind.

“They were shouting, ‘It’s all a
lie,’ and, ‘You are demeaning our 
culture,’ ” he recalled. When the 
three refused to sit down, security 
guards ejected them from the the-
ater, he said.

The manager of the theater, 
located in Baghdad’s fancy new
Mansour Mall, said he withdrew 
“American Sniper” last week after
receiving a telephone call from a
senior official at the Ministry
of Culture warning him that he 
would face fines and possible clo-
sure if he continued to show it.

“He told me the film insults
Iraqis,” said Fares Hilal, whose
six-screen cinema opened last
year and is the first to offer Iraqis
an American-style moviegoing
experience .

He immediately complied with
the order — but with some regret.

“If we show it, we will be criti-
cized. But if we don’t, we lose
money,” he sighed. “A lot of people
wanted to see this film.” 

US reverses course on classified data

‘American Sniper’ film is a misfire in Baghdad

C O M I N G
SOON

Movies
“The 

SpongeBob 
Movie: Sponge 
Out of Water”  

“Look at all the TV 
series of jewel heists, 
where you have people 

wearing masks, fl ak 
jackets. And here, we 
have stockings and 

high heels.”

— Eric Dupond-Moretti, 
defense lawyer, on a Paris jewel heist 

in which four men — three wearing 
wigs and dressed as women — 

stole 297 pieces of jewelry and 104 
watches in less than 20 minutes

See story on Page 12

BY JOSH SMITH

Stars and Stripes

 KABUL, Afghanistan — Facing severe criti-
cism,  American military officials in Afghani-
stan reversed course, announcing  they would 
declassify some information they had only re-
cently classified.  

In a statement on Monday, Col. Brian Tribus, 
a spokesman for U.S. Forces in Afghanistan, 
said much  previously public data had been 
classified because it was mixed in with other 
sensitive information. Some of that unclassi-
fied data will be broken out from the classified 
data and again made available, he said.

 The Special Inspector General for Afghani-
stan Reconstruction  complained of an “un-
precedented” move by American officials to 
classify information about the capabilities of 
Afghan national security forces, or ANSF, and 
how some of  billions of dollars in military aid 
had been spent. That information had been 
publicly available for the past six years, SIGAR 
officials said when they released their latest 
quarterly report last week.

 “A large volume of the data requested by 

SIGAR, when viewed alone, is suitable for pub-
lic release,” Tribus said in an email statement. 
“However, releasable information was com-
bined with related classified information, re-
quiring it to be published in a classified annex” 
of SIGAR’s quarterly report.

SIGAR officials said on Tuesday they were 
still analyzing the released data — provided 
to them in hard copy in Kabul — to determine 
what information is now declassified. Tribus 
indicated that details of ANSF capabilities 
would remain secret. 

Such now-secret details shine a light on the 
foreign-trained and -funded Afghan forces 
who have taken over responsibility for their 
country’s security. After more than a decade 
of assistance, amounting to some $65 billion , 
security forces face high attrition rates and 
rising casualties while rampant corruption 
prevents many resources from ever making it 
into the fight.  

Gen. John Campbell, who commands both 
U.S. forces and the NATO-led coalition in Af-
ghanistan, made the decision to classify the 
information. In a memo to SIGAR, he argued 
that releasing information that describes the 

state of Afghan forces would only help the Tal-
iban and other insurgents.

“Just as we classify our own armed forces 
readiness reports, it is prudent for us as a reli-
able partner to do the same for the ANSF — es-
pecially considering that ANSF commands are
now our primary source for that data and it is
provided to us in a classified format,” Tribus
said in his statement. “Again, Gen.  Campbell 
has not changed his position in regard to the 
importance of protecting ANSF readiness 
data, which remains classified.” 

U.S. military officials did not explain why in-
formation on ANSF capabilities had previously 
been unclassified, but they said their decision
was backed up by Afghan officials, includ-
ing President Ashraf Ghani and top defense 
officials.

Gen. Zahir Azimi, spokesman for the Afghan 
Defense Ministry,  told Stars and Stripes he had 
seen coverage of the spat between SIGAR and 
the U.S. military, but he declined to comment 
or confirm any requests made by the Afghans.
Zubair Babarkarkhail contributed to this report.
smith.josh@stripes.com
Twitter: @joshjonsmith 

Officials say information on Afghan forces’ capability was withheld over security concerns

‘ The film makes out that all Iraqis are terrorists 
— men, women and children — whereas, actually, 
there are some people who loved the Americans and 
wanted them to stay to help rebuild our country. ’

Sarmad Moazzem
Iraqi who worked with the U.S. during the Iraq War
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2016 DEFENSE BUDGET

BY JON HARPER

Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — The Navy is 
hoping for an 8 percent increase 
in its budget from last year as 
the service seeks to bring aboard 
more sailors and build more 
ships.

President Barack Obama’s fis-
cal 2016 budget request, unveiled 
Monday, calls for the Navy to re-
ceive $137 billion for its base bud-
get. That’s $9.7 billion more than 
it received this fiscal year, and 
billions more than the Navy will 
be allowed to spend if the con-
gressionally imposed budget cap 
known as “sequestration” isn’t 
lifted.

The service is also requesting 

$5.6 billion for “overseas contin-
gency operations,” also known as 
OCO.

At a time when the size of the 
Army is being slashed, the Navy 
wants to add about 5,600 people to 
its active-duty rolls and increase 
the number of ships in the fleet.

There are currently 323,000 
active-duty sailors in the Navy. 
That number would increase to 
329,200 in fiscal 2016 if the Navy 
gets its way. Navy Reserve end 
strength would remain roughly 
the same at 57,400.

At a time of high operational 
tempo, sailors will continue to see 
 more sea pay, incentive pay for 
critical skill sets and bonuses for 
those who undergo extended de-
ployments. Obama has proposed 

that military basic pay and civil-
ian pay increase 1.3 percent in 
fiscal 2016.

The Navy is seeking a fleet 
increase from 271 to 282 ships. 
The USS Gerald R. Ford aircraft 

carrier will come into service 
in 2016, keeping the number of 
available carriers at 10 while the 
USS George Washington under-
goes refueling. Thirteen other 
battle-force ships will be deliv-

ered, including two nuclear attack 
submarines, five littoral combat
ships, two joint high-speed ves-
sels, three destroyers and an am-
phibious transport dock. Three 
nuclear attack submarines will
be retired.

 The Navy aims to have a 306-
ship fleet by fiscal 2020.

The planned naval buildup 
comes at a time when China is
undergoing rapid military mod-
ernization, and its forces pose a 
growing threat to American dom-
inance of the high seas. 

The Navy is playing a leading 
role in the Pentagon’s rebalance
to the Asia-Pacific, and the ser-
vice intends to have 60 percent
of its fleet based in the region by 
2020.
harper.jon@stripes.com
Twitter: @JHarperStripes

AIDAN R. CAMPBELL/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

The aircraft carrier  USS Gerald R. Ford  transits the James River during the ship’s launch and transit to 
Newport News Shipyard  in Virginia for the final stages of construction and testing.  

Navy requests 
more funding, 
ships, people

The Navy’s request calls for 
about $33 billion in Navy pro-
curement funding for fiscal 2016 
to buy new ships and aircraft, 
including:
� 2 nuclear attack submarines. 
� 2 destroyers .
� 3 littoral combat ships. 
� 1 amphibious transport dock .
� 4 F-35C Joint Strike Fighters. 

� 16 P-8A Poseidons. 
� 5 E-2D Hawkeyes.
� 3 MQ-4C Triton unmanned 
aircraft.
� 2 MQ-8C Firescout unmanned 
helicopters.
� Detailed design and construc-
tion of the USS John F. Kennedy 
aircraft carrier (with estimated 
delivery in fiscal 2018).

Navy purchases eyed with procurement funds

BY STEVEN BEARDSLEY

Stars and Stripes

 The Navy  plans to move for-
ward with an overhaul of its 
aircraft carrier USS George 
Washington and seek  funding for 
another amphibious ship. 

Both requests are part of a 
$16.6 billion shipbuilding budget 
that assumes the repeal or offset 
of sequestration budget caps, an 
uncertainty in the new Congress. 

They were part of the Defense 
Department budget proposal re-
leased Monday for fiscal  2016, 
which begins in October. 

Navy  leaders are asking for $678 
million in funding for a midlife 
refueling and modernization of 
the nuclear-powered  Washing-
ton. The project, estimated to cost 
 $4.7 billion and take almost four 
years to complete,  has become a 
focal point of government debates 
over defense budgeting.  

The military had planned to 
retire the carrier before its over-
haul, citing budget caps and a 
strategic reassessment of the na-
tion’s carrier needs. 

Dropping the ship would leave 
the U.S. with 10 carriers in its 
fleet.   Congress opposed retiring 
the ship, and the military chose to 
defer its funding request until fis-
cal 2016, when sequestration caps 
would return after a two-year 
budget deal offset them.

The military has asked for $35 
billion in spending above those 
caps for the coming fiscal year, 
testing Congress’ will to maintain 
the lowered spending levels.  

Congress has already set aside 
more than $800 million in ad-
vance funding for the carrier 
overhaul, and plans call for the 

Navy to seek the $3.2 billion bal-
ance over fiscal years 2017 and 
2018.

The shipbuilding budget also 
requests $550 million for the 
funding balance of another San 
Antonio-class amphibious trans-
port dock, the 12th ship in a line 
the Navy had planned to keep at 

11, citing high costs and other pri-
orities. The 26,000-ton vessel can 
carry roughly 800 Marines, their 
aircraft and landing craft for a 
variety of operations. 

As with the carrier  overhaul, 
Congress set aside advance fund-
ing for the ship in recent defense 
bills, despite the lack of a formal 

request from the Navy. Members 
designated $234 million for the 
ship in 2013 and $1 billion more 
in last year’s appropriations bill.

The Navy estimates a 12th ship 
would cost about $1.7 billion.

The service has appeared am-
bivalent about the vessel. Ship-
building boss Sean Stackley told 
Congress last year that although 
a 12th ship could provide an “in-
dustrial bridge” for amphibious 
shipbuilders — preserving tech-
nical know-how as vessel con-
struction hits a gap in the coming 
years — the project was eclipsed 
by other needs. 

“[T]hat billion-plus (dollar 
issue) has to enter into a budget 
process where we’ve got other 
bills that are, frankly, a higher 
priority,” he said. 

The 10th and 11th ships of the 
San Antonio class, the USS John 
P. Murtha and USS Portland, are 
expected to be delivered to the 
Navy in 2016 and 2017. 

The new vessel would be a win 
for the Marine Corps, which has 
complained it has too few am-
phibious ships to meet global 
requirements. The corps says it 
needs a total of 38 amphibious 

ships to meet strategic objectives,
but it has compromised with the
Navy to accept 33, a number yet 
to be reached by the fleet. 

Chief of Naval Operations Adm. 
Jonathan Greenert told Congress
last March that the Navy had 29
amphibious ships operational at
the time. 

Another contract would also 
be a boon for shipbuilder Hun-
tington Ingalls Industries, which
has constructed every other ship
in the class at its yard in Pasca-
goula, Miss.  

The Navy’s shipbuilding bud-
get would continue the annual 
purchase of two Virginia-class 
fast-attack submarines and two
Arleigh Burke-class guided-mis-
sile destroyers. It plans a buy
of three littoral combat ships, 
and it continues the design and
construction of future aircraft
carriers.  

The Department of the Navy
budget, which includes Marines,
also calls for $16.4 billion in air-
craft procurement, including 13 
F-35 Joint Strike Fighters and 16 
P-8A Poseidon maritime patrol
aircraft, which replaces the P-3.

Spending caps installed under
the 2011 Budget Control Act have 
been problematic for military
procurement programs, which
require significant advance plan-
ning and long-term funding. 

The Pentagon has requested
$535 billion in base defense 
spending, more than $35 billion
in excess of the budget caps set to
take effect. It budgets $161 billion
in combined base funding for the
Navy and Marine Corps. 

Fiscal year 2016 runs from Oct.
1, 2015, to Sept. 30, 2016.
beardsley.steven@stripes.com
Twitter: @sjbeardsley

STEPHANIE SMITH/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

Sailors prepare to place a new arresting wire on the flight deck 
of the aircraft carrier USS George Washington in 2012. The Navy 
 plans to move forward with an overhaul of the carrier under a budget 
proposal released Monday.  

Carrier overhaul, new amphibious ship in Navy budget request

$4.7B
The cost of a midlife refuel-
ing and modernization of the 
nuclear-powered USS George 
Washington. The project, esti-
mated to take almost four years 
to complete, has become a focal 
point of government debates 
over defense budgeting.
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2016 DEFENSE BUDGET

BY JON HARPER

Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — President 
Barack Obama is calling for a 7 
percent increase in the Marine 
Corps budget as the service seeks 
to buy new high-tech platforms 
while returning to its roots as an 
expeditionary, emergency re-
sponse force.

The president’s fiscal 2016 
budget request  seeks $24 billion 
for the Marines base budget, an 
increase of $1.6 billion. It also 
proposes $1.3 billion for Marine 
Corps “overseas contingency op-
erations,” also known as OCO.

About $1.1 billion of the Ma-
rines’ budget would go toward 
procurement as the service focus-
es on post-Afghanistan missions.

For more than a decade after the 
terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, 
the Marine Corps was engaged 
in slogging counterinsurgency 
warfare. The last contingent of 
Marines in Afghanistan withdrew 
last fall, and other hot spots have 
grabbed the Pentagon’s attention.

The Marine Corps is in the pro-
cess of rebalancing to the Asia-
Pacific and has been tasked to 
respond to crises in Africa and the 
Middle East. 

New rotational deployments to 
Australia are underway, and Spe-
cial Purpose Marine Air-Ground 
Task Forces have been set up 

in Spain and Kuwait to serve as 
rapid-reaction forces in the event 
of threats to U.S. people and in-
stallations overseas. 

Last year, Marines were dis-
patched to evacuate U.S. embas-
sies in Africa and to reinforce 
critical facilities in Iraq. In recent 
weeks, the Iwo Jima amphibious 
ready group was stationed off the 
coast of Yemen as political unrest 
engulfed the capital of Sanaa.

The budget request would buy 
the service’s top-priority items in 
the new operating environment, 
including: 
�  Nine F-35B Joint Strike Fight-

ers (Marine Corps variant).
�  Two KC-130J Super Hercules 

aerial refueling aircraft.
�  19 MV-22B Osprey troop 

transport aircraft.
F-35Bs and MV-22Bs can take 

off and land vertically like a heli-
copter but fly faster like a plane. 
KC-130Js enable Marines to fly 
long distances without landing.

During a recent visit to the USS 
America amphibious assault ship, 
which was designed to carry the F-
35B and the MV-22, Secretary of 

Defense Chuck Hagel told sailors 
and Marines, “Capabilities repre-
sented on this ship [showcase] the 
amphibious possibilities that our 
Marines are getting back to after 
13 years of long war.”

The Marine Corps has been 
shrinking as the U.S. troop pres-
ence in Afghanistan decreased. 
There are now 184,000 active-
duty Marines, down from a war-
time peak of about 203,000. That 
number is slated to go down to 
182,000. 

The fiscal 2016 budget re-
quest would keep end strength at 
184,000 for at least another year 
“to pause the recent drawdown 
path while assessing the impact of 
the four-year drawdown on small 
unit leaders in the face of a contin-
ued high operational tempo,” ac-
cording to budget documents.

Under the budget proposal, Ma-
rine Reserve end strength would 
see a slight decline, from 39,200 to 
38,900.

Obama has proposed that mili-
tary basic pay and civilian pay in-
crease 1.3 percent in fiscal 2016.
harper.jon@stripes.com
Twitter: @JHarperStripes

FROM FRONT PAGE

   2. It attempts to limit growth in 
pay and benefits: Obama is pro-
posing a 1.3 percent pay increase 
for troops and federal workers. 
That would be more than the 1 
percent bump the past two years 
but well below the estimated 2.3 
percent increase in private-sector 
wage growth, which, by law, mili-
tary raises are supposed to match. 
It would require servicemembers 
to pay about 4 percent more out-
of-pocket for housing over the 
next two to three years. It would 
cut commissary subsidies by $100 
million, and patrons could see re-
duced operating days and hours. It 
would phase in changes to Tricare 
call, including a steady increase 
in Tricare-for-Life annual enroll-
ment fees for retirees age 65 and 
older, as well as increased deduct-
ibles and pharmacy copays over 
the next decade.

3. The Army would get signifi-
cantly less than the other service 
departments: The Army would 
receive $126.5 billion; the Navy 
and Marines, $161 billion; the 
Air Force,  $152.9 billion. The ac-
tive-duty Army would shrink by 
15,000 soldiers, while the other 
services would see no change or 
grow slightly.

4. The Pentagon still wants to 
kill the A-10: To save money, the 
budget request calls for retiring 
the A-10 Thunderbolt II close-air 
support aircraft. The A-10, also 
known as the “Warthog,” has sig-
nificant support on Capitol Hill, 
and the Defense Department’s 
proposal to get rid of the Warthog 
went down in flames last year.

5. The DOD wants another 
round of B ase Realignment and 
Closure: The budget calls for 
authorization to initiate another 
round of  BRAC to save money by 
shedding excess infrastructure. 
But there is little support among 
lawmakers, who don’t want to see 
bases in their districts get shut-
tered and their constituents put 
out of work.

6. Overseas contingency opera-
tions money is down but still siz-
able: The $50.9 billion request to 
fund  OCO is down from the $64.3 
billion enacted last year, a 21 per-
cent decrease. A major reason for 
the decline is the significant reduc-
tion in troop levels in Afghanistan. 
But the OCO request funds a num-
ber of items that aren’t clearly as-
sociated with wartime operations, 
including $1.3 billion for training 
and equipping Iraqi troops and 
Syrian rebels who are fighting the 
Islamic State group; $800 million 
for troop rotations through Eu-
rope to reassure NATO allies wor-
ried about Russia’s resurgence; 
and $7.9 billion for investments in 
“equipment reset and readiness.”

7. There’s a major Navy build-
up in the works: The fleet would 
increase from 271 to 282 ships in 
fiscal 2016. The new USS Gerald 

R. Ford aircraft carrier will come
into service, as well as 13 other 
battle force ships. The introduc-
tion of the Ford will allow the
Navy to keep the number of car-
riers available at 10 while the USS 
George Washington undergoes 
refueling. 

8. Modernization money is way
up: $107.7 billion would go toward 
procurement, a $14.1 billion in-
crease over fiscal 2015. The Re-
search, Development, Testing,
and Evaluation budget would see
a $6.3 billion bump. Much of that
money will go toward  cutting-
edge platforms, including the F-35
Joint Strike Fighter and the V-22 
Osprey troop transport, which can
take off and land vertically like a 

helicopter 
but fly at
airplane 
speeds.

It’s im-
portant to
remem-
ber that
Obama’s 
request is
just that —
a request.
Congress 
has the
power of
the purse.
That’s why
the defense

budget that Congress approves 
might look very different from the
one being proposed by the presi-
dent and the DOD.

It’s clear that a major budget
battle lies ahead, especially when
it comes to nondefense spending
and finding ways to pay for a po-
tential increase in the Pentagon’s
budget.

Speaker of the House John
Boehner, R-Ohio, called the over-
all federal budget proposal more
of the same from Obama, criticiz-
ing plans for “more taxes, more
spending” and more “Washington 
gridlock.”

“Like the president’s previous 
budgets, this plan never balances 
— ever,” he said in a written state-
ment. “While the president’s bud-
get is about the past, our budget 
will be about the future. We will 
address our government’s spend-
ing problem and protect our na-
tional security.”

Rep. Hal Rogers, R-Ky., chair-
man of the House Appropriations
Committee, said the White House
proposed tax increases “and other 
budget gimmicks” knowing full 
well that they “will never be en-
acted into law.”

“We need a real budget,” Rog-
ers said, “one that allows respon-
sible investment in critical federal 
programs — including our nation-
al defense — without breaking 
the bank and pushing our country
further into deficits and debt.”
harper.jon@stripes.com
Twitter: @JHarperStripes

SAMUEL KING JR./Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force

A Marine F-35B Joint Strike Fighter seems to hover over the runway as it descends toward the ground 
during the first short takeoff and vertical landing mission at Eglin Air Force Base, Fla., on Oct. 25.  The 
Marine Corps budget request would buy nine of the aircraft.

Budget: Major spending fight to 
focus on how to pay for potential 
increase in the Pentagon budget

Marine Corps request 
reflects return to roots

‘ Like the 
president’s 
previous 
budgets, 
this plan 
never 
balances 
— ever. ’

Rep. John 
Boehner

R-Ohio

About $1.1 billion of the Marines’ budget 
would go toward procurement as the service 
focuses on post-Afghanistan missions.
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BY TRAVIS J. TRITTEN

Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — The Air 
Force again unveiled plans Mon-
day to retire the A-10 Thunderbolt 
as part of its proposed budget for 
the coming year.

The Warthog, as it’s also known, 
faces the ax as a way to save money 
under all the service’s budget sce-
narios, but the Air Force warned 
that the RQ-4 Global Hawk drone 
and the procurement of the F-
35 Lightning II aircraft, among 
other key initiatives, are being 
threatened by a potential cap on 
defense spending.

However, the Air Force’s $167.3 
billion budget plan largely side-
steps impending cuts and instead 
proposes moderate increases in 
spending and manpower, which 
the service says are necessary 
to recover from sequestration 
reductions in fiscal 2013 that 
pinched operations and reduced 
readiness to its lowest levels since 
the early 1980s.

“The Air Force is smaller, we’re 
busier than ever, and our aircraft 
are as old as they have ever been,” 
said Maj. Gen. James Martin, Air 
Force deputy assistant secretary 
for budget.

The service needs a bump in 
funding to recover and keep up 
its mission after that first round 
of sequestration two years ago, 
according to a budget overview 
released Monday.

The A-10 has been part of an 
Air Force good-faith effort to cut 
costs after high military spending 
during the wars in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan and the sequester caps 
created by Congress to reduce 
federal debt. But the retirement 
has caused a bitter fight involving  
the Air Force, Congress and ser-
vicemembers who praise the air-
craft for its close air support on 
the battlefield. Lawmakers even-
tually passed a 2015 budget in 
December that allowed reduced 
maintenance and flying hours for 
the Warthogs but barred a full 
retirement.

Martin, who provided a brief-
ing at the Pentagon, said retiring 
about 300 of the aircraft is now 
estimated to save the service $4.2 
billion by 2019. The proposal is 
still likely to face tough opposi-
tion from Warthog supporters in 
Congress, such as Senate Armed 
Services Committee Chairman 
Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz.

Martin said it will be up to the 

Air Force to sell the retirement 
on Capitol Hill. “It is going over 
there and explaining what we can 
do with those savings,” he said.

The service had once wanted to 
retire its unmanned Global Hawk 
force in favor of the older U-2 spy 
plane for high-altitude reconnais-
sance. The proposed 2016 budget 
calls for keeping both aircraft, 
including modifications to the 
drone’s Block 30 variant to keep it 
flying past 2023. But a sequestra-
tion budget cap would force it to 
divest in the Global Hawk Block 
40 variant and forgo  the upgrades 
to the Block 30, the service said.

Funding for the F-35 advanced 
fighter jet would jump from $4.4 
billion this year to more than $6 
billion next year, according to the 
proposed budget. That means the 
service would be able to increase 
purchases from 28 aircraft in 
2015 to 44 in 2016.

The cap would hold F-35 pur-
chases to 30 .

End strength is also targeted 
for a bump after it dipped in the 
last two years.

The Air Force wants to increase 
active-duty, reserve and Guard 
airmen from 483,000 to 492,000 
over the coming year.

Hundreds of new billets would 
be created for the nuclear en-
terprise and cybersecurity, and 
2,900 billets would be restored 
in the U-2, F-15C fighter jet and 
MQ-9 Reaper drone programs. 
The E-8 and E-3 ranks would see 
the most increases, the service 
said.

Martin said it has become clear 
the service is undermanned and 
no more forced separations are 
being considered.

“Airmen have told us they do 
not have enough people to do 
the mission,” he said. “We have 
listened.” 

Under the proposed budget, 
airmen would not have to worry 
about being forced out but they 
would have smaller pay raises 
than in past years. It calls for 1.3 
percent increases, which falls 
below the 1.9 percent that has 
been the norm and the 2.3 per-
cent average increases in civilian 
paychecks.

Again, defense caps would 
dash those plans and result in a 
net reduction of 1,000 billets from 
2015.
tritten.travis@stripes.com
Twitter: @Travis_Tritten

BY MARTIN KUZ

Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — Army of-
ficials unveiled a proposed bud-
get Monday that underscores the 
ongoing role of American troops 
in an array of global crises and 
offers a modest pay increase for 
active-duty troops.

Spending for the Army’s base-
line operations would rise from 
$120.8 billion to $126.5 billion 
under the requested budget. The 
proposal allocates $16 billion 
for aircraft, tactical and combat 
vehicles, weapons and ammuni-
tion, compared with $14 billion in 
2015.

Overall spending for the Army 
would dip from $149 billion to 
$147 billion. The figure could 
drop further if Congress refuses 
to ease spending restrictions im-
posed on the Department of De-
fense and other federal agencies 
since 2011 through the process 
known as sequestration.

The wartime supplemental 
fund for what the military refers 
to as “overseas contingency op-
erations” — a fund shielded from 
sequestration — would fall from 
$28 billion to $21 billion under 
the Army’s proposed budget.

The smaller supplemental 
budget reflects the end of U.S. 
military combat operations in 
Afghanistan in December after 
more than 13 years of war.

But nine of the Army’s 10 active-
duty divisions remain involved to 
some degree in so-called “named 
operations,” or regional engage-
ments around the world. Some 
8,000 soldiers continue to train 
Afghan forces, and the Army has 
dispatched units to the Middle 
East to aid the fight against the 
Islamic State and to Africa to halt 
the spread of the Ebola virus.

“The amount and velocity of 
instability around the world is on 
the rise,” Maj. Gen. Thomas Hor-
lander, the Army’s budget direc-
tor, said at a Monday briefing at 
the Pentagon.

With 140,000 soldiers stationed 
in 150 countries, the Army is 
juggling global operations as it 
continues to cut troop levels. The 
size of the active-duty force will 
shrink by 15,000 troops this year, 
to 475,000, as part of the DOD’s  
plan to reduce the number to 

450,000 by 2018.
The number of National Guard

soldiers will fall by 8,200 this year,
to 342,000. The Army Reserve 
will remain steady at 198,000.

The budget forecast calls for a
1.3 percent pay increase for ac-
tive-duty troops, slightly more
than the annual 1 percent raise 
the last two years.

The Army’s request of $5.7
billion for aircraft marks a $473 
million jump over last year, with
plans to purchase 94 Black Hawk
helicopters and upgrade dozens 
of Apache attack helicopters and
Chinook cargo helicopters. Fif-
teen Gray Eagle drones would
also be acquired.

Officials are seeking almost
$2.5 billion for tactical, combat
and support vehicles. The list
includes 450 joint light tactical 
vehicles as the military begins to
replace the Humvees that were
the workhorses of the Iraq and 
Afghanistan wars. The Army and 
Marines have committed to pur-
chasing 54,500 joint light tactical 
vehicles in the coming years.

The vehicle budget would pro-
vide for 87 upgraded Stryker
armored fighting vehicles and
modifications to the Army’s fleets
of Abrams tanks and Bradley 
fighting vehicles.
kuz.martin@stripes.com
Twitter: @MartinKuz

2016 DEFENSE BUDGET

End strength, overall funding 
dip in Army’s $147B request

AF again pushes 
to retire the A-10

The amount allocated for air-
craft, tactical and combat vehi-
cles, weapons and ammunition 
in the Army’s fiscal 2016 budget 
request, a $2 billion increase 
from 2015.

$16B

An Apache 
attack helicopter 
crew   fires a 
Hellfire missile in 
September  at Fort 
Irwin, Calif .  Even 
though overall 
spending for the 
Army would dip 
from $149 billion 
to $147 billion, 
the service’s 
fiscal 2016 
budget request 
includes money to 
upgrade dozens 
of Apache s. 
AARON R. BRADDY/
Courtesy of 
the U.S. Army
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BY HEATH DRUZIN

Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — Veter-
ans groups and lawmakers had 
mixed reactions to the White 
House’s Veterans Affairs budget, 
which proposes a steep rise in the 
department’s funding but  diverts 
money from a program aimed at 
giving VA patients more flexibil-
ity to seek private care.

The president’s budget would 
increase discretionary funds 
for the VA by nearly 8 percent, 
money aimed at hiring more 
doctors, increasing money for 
construction, and giving veter-
ans improved health care op-
tions. It also calls for an advance 
appropriation of $63.3 billion for 
2017 medical care, which is a 5.5 
percent increase over 2016.

Much of the budget is similar to 
this year’s Independent Budget, 
an annual VA budget mock-up 
put together by several veterans 
service organizations.

“It is a very positive sign that 
the VA is recommending real 
increases in funding for medi-
cal care for both FY 2016 and for 
FY 2017,” Al Kovach, president 
of Paralyzed Veterans of Amer-
ica, said in a released statement. 
“However, it is imperative that 
Congress work with the adminis-
tration to address the shortfall in 
medical care funding.”

The budget now gets referred 
to House and Senate committees 
and the Congressional Budget 
Office for review and will likely 
slowly wind its way through Con-
gress into spring.

The VA has been under heavy 
scrutiny amid a national health 
care scandal that cost former 
 Secretary Eric Shinseki his job 
and led to a push to overhaul the 
department, the second largest 
in the federal government.

Diane Zumatto, AmVets’ na-
tional legislative director, ap-
plauded certain aspects of the 
budget, especially an increase 
in funding for construction to 
improve the VA health care sys-
tem’s aging infrastructure. 

But she warned that fixing the 
VA requires much more than 
dollars. 

“One of the big things that 
AmVets is concerned about is 
we don’t necessarily feel the so-
lutions to the problems that VA 
has experienced is just to throw 
money at it,” she said. 

“It’s not to say the VA shouldn’t 
be getting perhaps an increase, 
but we would really like to see 
somebody doing a very careful 
analysis of the resources and 
to see, are we doing things effi-
ciently? Are we using the money 
in the right places for the right 
things?”

One provision that has already 
proved controversial is a pro-
posal to divert money from the 
Veterans Choice Act, a program 
allowing patients in the VA sys-
tem to use private hospitals. VA 
officials have said fewer veterans 
than expected have used their 
choice cards to seek care out-
side of the VA system, meaning 
the act is currently overfunded, 
though the department has not 
provided data to show this.

“This budget action would 
have the effect of denying many 
veterans the choice to access pri-
vate health care, thereby forcing 
them to stay in a VA health care 
system that has failed, for too 
long, to provide care in a timely 
manner — sometimes with dead-
ly consequences,” Concerned 
Veterans of America CEO Pete 
Hegseth said in a statement.

Other veterans groups have so 
far taken a more measured ap-
proach. Louis Celli, the Ameri-
can Legion’s director of veterans 
affairs and rehabilitation, said 
his group generally supports the 
proposals and the increase in 
funding. 

The timing of diverting the 
Veterans Choice Act money con-
cerns him, though.

“We’re very pleased with the 
desire to increase physicians and 
access,” he said. “For the VA to 
try to reprogram [funds] now, we 
think is a little premature.”

House Committee on Veterans’ 

Affairs Committee Chairman 
Rep. Jeff Miller, R-Fla., blasted 
the plan to divert veterans choice 
plan money, while his counter-
part on the Senate Veterans’ Af-
fairs Committee, Sen. Johnny 
Isakson, R-Ga., took a more wait-
and-see approach.

“On the one hand, you could 
read it as taking money from 
veterans choice and moving it 
to some other parts of veterans 
health care, which might dimin-
ish the capability of veterans 
choice being able to be opera-
tional and in place or you could 
look at it as giving the secretary 
flexibility to meet the demands 
of the veterans without diminish-
ing veterans choice,” he said at a 
VA press conference Tuesday. 

“If it’s the latter, that’s great, if
it’s the former, we’ve got big 
problems.”

Speaking at the same press 
conference, VA Secretary Bob
McDonald said the proposal to
divert money was his idea, and 
that he was surprised at the
outcry.

“What I was asking for in that 
legislation or that approach was 
to have flexibility,” he said. “If
we don’t get as many veterans
going outside [the VA system]
and they’re coming in, I don’t
want to be short money [for VA 
care].”

druzin.heath@stripes.com
Twitter: @Druzin_Stripes

FROM FRONT PAGE

The new system would “exactly 
model” the current structure of 
the military, Higgins said.

“It will include the tools that 
will draw people through the 20-
year career much like the definite 
benefit does today,” he said. “We 
believe it will operate very effec-
tively and the modeling we have 
does support that.”

Only about 17 percent of ser-
vicemembers now leave the mili-
tary with any retirement benefits 
and the overhaul would increase 
that to 75 percent.

Sen. Claire McCaskill, D-Mo., 
said there has been a double 
standard, with federal civilians 
having access to 401(k) accounts 
with matched payments and ser-
vicemembers who do not. 

“You might just have gotten 
this right. This might be just what 
we need to do,” McCaskill said. 
“The fact that we would move to 
a match for the military makes a 
great deal of sense.”

The panel spent nearly two 
years looking at the 70-year-old 
retirement system and Tricare 
health insurance as the Pentagon 
warns that ballooning pay and 
benefits costs are threatening to 
overtake the defense budget. Its 
health insurance recommenda-
tions included abolishing Tricare 
and providing troops an allow-
ance to buy a variety of policies 
from private insurers.

The reform recommendations 
could eventually save about $12 
billion per year and create new 
benefits systems that are sustain-
able in the long run, the commis-
sion said.

Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., 
chairman of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee, praised the 
panel for an “excellent compre-
hensive report” and said it would 
be used by lawmakers as a tool as 
they consider reform.

The Senate committee is plan-
ning a series of hearings on the 
panel recommendations helmed 
by Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., 
a significant move and a strong 
signal that the chamber could 
eventually take up legislation to 
change the retirement system.

Sen. Kelly Ayotte, R-N.H., said 
the panel’s “important work” 
gives the military a chance to lead 
the way in reforming expensive 
entitlement programs at a time 
when growing federal debt and 
spending are a looming problem.

“I think we are looking at our 
military stepping forward first in 
making many changes,” she said.

tritten.travis@stripes.com
Twitter: @Travis_Tritten

2016 DEFENSE BUDGET

Some Obama-GOP
overlap seen in budget

 WASHINGTON  — There are 
reasons President Barack Obama 
and his aides will argue that his 
new budget can be the start of a 
negotiation with the Republican 
controlled Congress. For one, 
some of his proposals — includ-
ing defense hikes — are themati-
cally in the same sphere as those 

of the GOP. For another, he can 
block their initiatives.

 No doubt Obama’s ability to 
veto is a power that can be just as 
conducive to deals as it is to grid-
lock. But his priorities and those 
of Republicans find  common 
ground on proposals to increase 
defense spending, upgrade the 
nation’s aging infrastructure and 
fix the corporate tax system . 

From The Associated Press

Flexibility of VA 
funds debated

Pay: Hearings 
a sign reform 
of retirement 
system nearer

 DAVID THOMPSON/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 

Missy Frazier, a Department of Veterans Affairs nurse, provides a 
 health screening to a local veteran during a Military Veterans Stand 
Down  in Reading, Pa., last year . The White House’s fiscal 2016 VA 
budget  would increase discretionary funds for the VA by nearly 8 
percent, money aimed at hiring more doctors, increasing money for 
construction, and giving veterans improved health care options. 

Stakeholders have mixed reactions 
to White House proposed budget
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BY ERIK SLAVIN 
AND YOO KYONG CHANG

Stars and Stripes

South Korea has become the 
sixth country in the world to es-
tablish an independent submarine 
command, a move that under-
scores the increasing emphasis 
on undersea operations around 
the Asia-Pacific region.

Better protecting the country 
from North Korean naval threats 
was a key factor behind the re-
organization, South Korean offi-
cials said.

The new command brings op-
erations, logistics, training and 
maintenance — all of which had 
been piecemeal responsibilities 
for different departments within 
the larger navy — under one roof, 
a spokesman for the service’s 
Gyeryong-shi headquarters said 
Tuesday.

“The command was changed 
from a one-star rank to a two-star 
rank now, for taking more re-
sponsibility for undersea opera-
tions,” said the spokesman, who 

spoke under customary condition 
of anonymity.

South Korea possesses 12 die-
sel-electric submarines, includ-
ing three advanced Song Won-il 
Class boats, with plans to procure 
more in the next few years.  They 
also have 11 midget submarines, 
according to The Military Bal-
ance 2014, published by the In-
ternational Institute for Security 
Studies think tank. 

North Korea has an estimated 
72 submarines, according to The 
Military Balance 2014. While 
many of those ships are consid-
ered technologically inferior to 
the world’s most modern subs, 
there are signs that North Ko-
rea’s fleet has undergone some 
upgrades.

In 2011, North Korea began in-
troducing a larger, faster variant 
of its diesel-electric Shark-class 
submarine, according to several 
South Korean media reports 
quoting government sources.

About 20 of North Korea’s total 
stock are midget submarines. 

In 2010, an international inves-
tigation concluded that a North 
Korean midget submarine fired 
a torpedo on South Korea’s de-
stroyer ROKS Cheonan five years 
ago, killing 46 aboard. North 
Korea has denied involvement in 
the disaster. 

Some media reports have 
speculated that North Korea is 
considering developing a ballis-
tic missile-capable submarine, 
though South Korean officials 
have never confirmed it. Analysts 
believe such a vessel is several 
years away.

U.S. military officials have em-
braced South Korea’s undersea 
efforts; in January, the U.S. con-
ducted a bilateral exercise that 
included anti-submarine warfare 
training.

Sixty percent of the U.S. sub-
marine fleet already is based in 
the Pacific, a move the surface 
fleet will mirror by 2020. How-
ever, as Cold War-era subs reach 
their retirement dates, the fast-
attack submarine fleet is project-

ed to shrink 25 percent by 2028, 
even as the Navy commissions 
new boats annually.  

To make up for fewer numbers, 
the U.S. may rely more on its al-
lies to preserve regional stability, 
Rear Adm. Stuart Munsch, com-
mander of Submarine Group 7, 
told Stars and Stripes in August.

South Korea, Japan and Viet-
nam have all announced plans to
increase submarine procurement 
during the next few years. China
has also vastly upgraded its sub-
marine arsenal, which includes 
nuclear-powered vessels.
slavin.erik@stripes.com
chang.Kyong@stripes.com
Twitter:@eslavin_stripes 

BY ADAM L. MATHIS

Stars and Stripes

RAF MILDENHALL, England 
— A multinational training exer-
cise in Spain was canceled after a 
fatal crash last week that killed 11 
foreign military personnel, U.S. 
Air Force officials said Tuesday. 

The Spanish Ministry of De-
fense made the decision to call 
off the Tactical Leadership Pro-
gram exercise and flying never 
resumed following the Jan. 26 
crash, a U.S. Air Forces in Eu-
rope official said. Two Greek 
pilots were killed when their F-
16 crashed upon takeoff. Nine 
French airmen on the ground 
were also killed when the plane 
hit the parking apron.

 Eight U.S. airmen from RAF 

Lakenheath, England, suffered 
minor injuries in the crash. About 
50 Lakenheath airmen returned 
from the training last week, a 
spokesman said. The spokesman 
for the base was not certain if the 
injured had returned to England, 
but said the injuries were not se-
vere enough to force them to re-
main in Spain. 

One F-15E Strike Eagle from 
 Lakenheath  suffered minor dam-
age in the crash and is still in 
Spain awaiting repairs and an en-
gine scope exam to ensure there 
are no foreign objects present, 
the base spokesman  wrote in an 
email. 

A second F-15E also stayed in 
Spain while airmen examine a 
hydraulic leak and change a tire, 
but those repairs were unrelated 

to the crash, the spokesman said. 
Officials hope both jets and about 
30 airmen will return to Laken-
heath next week.

The exercise began Jan. 19 at 
Los Llanos Air Base near the city 
of Albacete and was scheduled to 
run until mid-February.

The Tactical Leadership Pro-
gram is a long-running effort to 
improve air operations among 
several NATO nations.  Belgium, 
Britain, Denmark, France, Ger-
many, Greece, Italy, the Neth-
erlands, Spain and the United 
States are currently participating 
in the program, which started in 
1978. Spain has hosted the train-
ing since 2009.
Stars and Stripes reporter Jennifer 
Svan contributed to this report.
mathis.adam@stripes.com

 Stars and Stripes

A Military Sealift Command 
ship is once again transiting the 
seas after the U.S. Navy on Tues-
day was able to remove the vessel 
from a reef 6 miles off the coast 
of Okinawa.

The USNS Sgt. Matej Kocak 
was carrying 131 civilians and 
U.S. servicemembers when it ran 
aground on Jan. 22.

For the past two weeks, per-
sonnel have been trying various 
ways to refloat the vessel. Workers 
offloaded the ship’s fuel on Mon-
day, which lightened it enough 
for it to break free from the reef 

during a high-tide cycle, the Navy 
said in  a  news release.

After the operation, the ship was 
able to transit under its own power
to Naval Fleet Activities White
Beach in Okinawa, the Navy said.

“Safely refloating the vessel
required the right sea state, the 
right tide and the right weather
conditions to lessen any risks to 
personnel, the ship and the envi-
ronment,” the news release  said.

Japan and Navy officials are
now assessing the potential dam-
age to the reef. 

The cause of the incident re-
mains under investigation.  

 Infant of 12th CAB 
soldier dies of injuries

 KAISERSLAUTERN, Ger-
many — The infant child of an 
American soldier died Monday 
in a German hospital, days after 
being admitted with unspecified 
injuries, according to the Army.

The circumstances into the 
cause of the injuries and the 
infant’s death are being investi-
gated by German authorities and 
U.S. Army Criminal Investiga-
tion Command agents, according 
to an Army press release .

The 2-month-old child of a 12th 
Combat Aviation Brigade soldier
was admitted to an Ansbach hos-
pital early Saturday morning,
according to the statement. The 
child died at a hospital in Er-
langen, about 13 miles north of
Nuremberg, on Monday evening.

“That’s all we can say right
now,” said Connie Summers, a
spokeswoman for the Army gar-
rison at Ansbach. 

Authorities are refraining from 
releasing additional information
to avoid tainting the investiga-
tion, Summers said. 
From staff reports

Multinational exercise in Spain 
called off after Greek F-16 crash

S. Korea forms sub command
Reorganization aims to bolster combat readiness against North

 Courtesy of South Korea Ministry of Defense

South Korean sailors salute during a ceremony establishing the 
country’s independent submarine command on Monday. 

 Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force

Maj. Caleb Guthmann, 492nd Fighter Squadron assistant director of operations,  along with airmen of 
the  squadron and NATO allies, carry a fallen member of the French air force during a memorial service at 
Los Llanos Air Base, Albacete, Spain, on Thursday .

Grounded ship freed from Okinawan reef
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 BY MATTHEW DALY

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A bill aimed 
at reducing a suicide epidemic 
among military veterans won 
unanimous approval from the 
Senate on Tuesday, sending the 
measure to the president for his 
expected signature.

The bill is named for Clay Hunt, 
a 26-year-old veteran who killed 
himself in 2011, and comes in re-
sponse to suicides that on average 
claim the lives of 22 military vet-
erans every day.

White House spokesman Josh 
Earnest said President Barack 
Obama strongly supports the bill 
and will sign it.

The House passed the bill 
unanimously last month.

The measure would require the 
Pentagon and the Department of 
Veterans Affairs to submit to in-
dependent reviews of their sui-
cide prevention programs and 
offers financial incentives to 
psychiatrists and other mental 
health professionals who agree 
to work for the VA. It also would 
help military members as they 
transition from active duty to vet-
eran status.

Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., said 
he was proud the Senate voted 
“to enhance the care we provide 
our men and women in uniform 
who continue to battle the lasting 
wounds of war.”

“Our nation has much work 
still to do to fulfill its responsibili-
ties for our veterans, and this bill 
is an important step in improving 
life-saving mental health care 
services for the men and women 
who have served and sacrificed,” 
McCain said.

John Stroud, national com-

mander of the Veterans of For-
eign Wars of the United States,
said the bill strengthens and
expands the mental health pro-
grams and services available to
servicemembers and veterans.

Even so, the VFW is concerned
that some servicemembers are

being kicked 
out of the
military for
pre-exist-
ing mental
health prob-
lems without 
first being
properly 
diagnosed 
or treated,
“meaning 
they could
easily be 
denied criti-
cal VA care
and benefits 
after they
are dis-
charged,” 
Stroud said.

Stroud 
and other 
veterans 
groups 
urged Con-

gress to continue to work on the 
issue.

Despite unanimous support in
the House and Senate, the mea-
sure has faced resistance from 
some lawmakers. Supporters 
of the bill were frustrated late 
last year when the measure was 
blocked by then-Sen. Tom Co-
burn, R-Okla.

Coburn, who retired in Janu-
ary, said the bill duplicated exist-
ing programs. He also objected to 
the $22 million price tag. 

 BY LOLITA C. BALDOR

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The pres-
ident’s nominee to be the next 
Pentagon chief says he would con-
sider changing the current plans 
for withdrawing all U.S. troops 
from Afghanistan by the end of 
next year if security conditions 
worsen.

In written comments to the Sen-
ate Armed Services Committee, 
Ashton Carter responded “yes” 
when asked if he would consider 
recommending changes to the 
current pace and size of the draw-
down plan to address security 
concerns. He also said he is aware 
of reports that Islamic State mili-
tants may try to expand into Af-
ghanistan, and said he will work 
with coalition partners to ensure 
that doesn’t happen.

Carter’s comments were includ-
ed in his answers to a committee 
questionnaire that was obtained 
by The Associated Press. They 
come as Afghan leaders express 
concerns about the U.S. troop 
withdrawal and worry that local 
forces may not be ready to secure 
the country on their own.

Republican Sen. John McCain, 
chairman of the committee, has 
repeatedly questioned the wis-
dom of setting and announcing 
a hard end date to the U.S. pres-
ence in Afghanistan. And military 
commanders have told Congress 
that they would have preferred a 
“more ambiguous” withdrawal 
schedule that would not tell the 
enemy exactly when U.S. forces 
would be gone.

The committee is scheduled 
to hold a hearing Wednesday to 
consider Carter’s nomination, 
and while he likely will face some 
pointed questioning during the 

session, he is expected to easily 
get confirmed. The questionnaire 
provided a vivid preview of some 
of the more challenging subjects 
senators will raise, pressing him 
on U.S. national security strategy 
in hot spots around the globe.

Carter largely toed the ad-
ministration line in the 91-page, 
328-question document, as he an-
swered queries on Russia, China, 
North Korea, Yemen and the on-
going military operations in Iraq 
and Syria. Asked about Iraq, Cart-
er said he would encourage efforts 
to arm and integrate Sunni tribal 
forces into the Iraqi military to 
help fight Islamic State militants 
who have taken control of large 
sections of the country.

He reiterated persistent com-

plaints from military and defense 
leaders about the potential effects 
of more budget cuts on the armed 
services. He said U.S. forces can 
still defeat one regional enemy, 
battle another and conduct vari-
ous counterterrorism operations 
at the same time, but the risks are 
growing. Any additional budget 
cuts would require more reduc-
tions in the size of the military, he 
said.

 Carter said competition be-
tween Islamic State militants and 
al-Qaida for jihadi dominance 
could increase the threat to the 
homeland and western interests 
“as each group increases exter-
nal plotting efforts in an attempt 
to bolster their credentials within 
the global jihadist movement.” 

Senate clears bill 
aimed at reducing 
veterans’ suicides

‘ [T]his 
bill is an 
important 
step in 
improving 
life-saving 
mental 
health care 
services 
for the men 
and women 
who have 
served and 
sacrificed. ’

Sen. John 
McCain

R-Ariz.

Stars and Stripes

The Japanese encephalitis vac-
cine is now mandatory for all 
airmen stationed or temporarily 
assigned for more than 30 days 
to Japan or South Korea, the Air 
Force said in a news release.

The vaccine requirement went 
into effect Sunday . Airmen cur-
rently stationed or on extended 
TDY in the two countries will 
have a year from that date to re-
ceive the two-dose vaccination 

series.
“Because of the serious conse-

quence and nature of the disease, 
we think it’s important to get 
people vaccinated,” said Lt. Col. 
Randy Langsten, the Pacific Air 
Forces Surgeon General com-
mand public health officer.

The virus that causes Japanese 
encephalitis, or brain inflam-
mation, is spread to humans by 
infected mosquitoes. Symptoms 
include high fever, headache, dis-

orientation, coma, tremors and 
convulsions, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, and about a quarter 
of the cases are fatal. Those who 
survive can be left with cognitive 
and neurological problems, Lang-
sten said.

The vaccine is recommended 
but not required for family mem-
bers and Defense Department 
civilian employees, the Air Force 
said.

JACQUELYN MARTIN/AP

 Ashton Carter listens on Dec. 5 as President Barack Obama 
announces   his selection as the nominee for defense secretary .

Carter says 
he would 
reconsider 
Afghan plan

Japanese vaccine mandatory for all airmen
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WAR ON TERRORISM

 The Associated Press

BEIRUT  — Kurdish forces 
and their Syrian rebel allies have 
seized a belt of villages around Ko-
bani from Islamic State militants, 
a senior official said Tuesday, days 
after they drove the extremists 
from the Syrian border town.

Islamic State militants overran 
large parts of Kobani and sur-
rounding areas in mid-September, 

forcing tens of thousands of Kurds 
to flee to neighboring Turkey. 

For months Kurdish forces 
fought to retake Kobani, assisted 
by airstrikes from the U.S.-led 
coalition. The battle was seen as 
a major test of whether the air-
strikes could halt the extremists’ 
advance across Syria and neigh-
boring Iraq.

The Islamic State group has 
blamed coalition airstrikes for its 

defeat in Kobani.
“Most of the villages close to 

Kobani have been liberated,” said 
senior Kurdish official Anwar 
Muslim. “The rest will be liber-
ated soon,” he said.

Muslim said Kurdish forces and 
their allies had secured a diameter 
of 6 to 9 miles  around Kobani.

The Britain-based Syrian Ob-
servatory for Human Rights re-
ported similar information.

Kurdish officials, meanwhile, 
asked for international funds to
rebuild Kobani. 

“We liberated the city but most
of it is destroyed,” Muslim said.

In an appeal sent to media out-
lets, Muslim and other Kurdish of-
ficials asked the United Nations to
“actively take part in reconstruc-
tion of the province” and to open a
“humanitarian corridor” to allow
displaced Syrians to return. 

 The Associated Press

TOKYO  — The killing of two 
Japanese taken hostage by the 
Islamic State group has violently 
driven home the high stakes Japan 
faces and limited options it can 
muster in such circumstances.

It also offers a glimpse into how 
Japan is struggling to handle the 
rising menace of terrorism.

Until this crisis, Japan had not 
become directly embroiled in the 
fight against the militants, who 
now control about a third of both 
Syria and neighboring Iraq in a 
self-declared caliphate.  

Japan is re-examining its re-
sponse to the threat, both abroad 
and at home, mindful also of To-
kyo’s preparations for the 2020 
Olympic Games.

   Japan’s options for trying to free 
the hostages were limited. Tokyo 
lacks a strong diplomatic presence 
in the region and has a very small 
corps of Arab experts — only 
about 30 people in this case, For-
eign Minister Fumio Kishida told 
parliament.

It is unclear whether paying ran-
som would have been an option. 
Moreover, the military is confined 
by the constitution, drafted by 
U.S. occupying forces after World 
War II, to a strictly self-defense 
role and would be unable to stage 
a rescue attempt.

A video over the weekend show-
ing the beheading of journalist 
Kenji Goto, purportedly from the 
Islamic State militants, carried 
chilling threats to single out Japa-
nese anywhere as targets.

 Prime Minister Shinzo Abe  has 
made security a top priority of his 
administration. He ordered great-
er vigilance at airports and at 
Japanese facilities overseas, such 
as embassies and schools. 

Japan left 
grappling 
with threat 
of terrorism

Kurdish forces seize villages near Kobani

EMRAH GUREL/AP

Syrian refugees who fled violence in  Kobani, Syria, play a game outside their tents at a camp in the border town of Suruc, Turkey, on Monday .

 McClatchy Foreign Staff

IRBIL, IRAQ — The Islamic 
State group executed Jordanian 
pilot Moaz al Kaseasbeh by burn-
ing him alive in a steel cage, 
according to a video released 
Tuesday on Internet forums asso-
ciated with the jihadi group.

 The spokesman for the Jorda-
nian armed forces confirmed the 
death and vowed “punishment 
and revenge,” according to The 
Associated Press.

“The military forces announce 
that the hero pilot, Muath al-Kas-
easbeh, has fallen as a martyr, 
and ask God to accept him with 
the martyrs,” Mamdouh al-Ameri 
said in a statement read on Jorda-
nian TV.

“While the military forces 
mourn the martyr, they empha-
size his blood will not be shed in 

vain,” al-Ameri said. “Our punish-
ment and revenge will be as huge 
as the loss of the Jordanians.”

His remarks came after an on-
line video purportedly released by 
the Islamic State group appeared 
to show the captured pilot being 
burned to death.  

If verified, the convincingly 
brutal video marks a new level 
of savagery for the group, which 
has never before claimed to have 
burned a hostage alive, and ends 
the monthlong saga of the first 
lieutenant, whose plane crashed in 
late December over Islamic State-
controlled Raqqa, Syria, during 
the American-led bombing cam-
paign against the radical group.

Jordan state television said 
Tuesday night that Jordanian 
authorities believe Kaseasbeh’s 
death was filmed nearly a month 
ago and that was the reason for 

the Islamic State’s refusal to pro-
vide proof that Kaseasbeh was 
still alive during recent negotia-
tions. That belief was consistent 
with tweets from rebel activists 
opposed to the Syrian government 
who posted on Jan. 8 that the pilot 
had been executed.

Islamist groups often behead 
captives who have been convicted, 
fairly or not, of dire crimes in an 
Islamic Court, and beheading is 
a common form of execution in 
Saudi Arabia, which claims the 
Quran as its legal code and con-
stitution. The burning alive of a 
prisoner appears without religious 
foundation and apparently was 
unprecedented in Islamic State 
bloodletting.

The White House in a statement 
condemned the killing, even as it 
said U.S. authorities were attempt-
ing to verify the video. “We stand 

in solidarity with the Government 
of Jordan and the Jordanian peo-
ple,” the statement said.

President Barack Obama brief-
ly addressed the killing during a
forum on the Affordable Care Act
at the White House. “This organi-
zation is only interested in death
and destruction,” he said, refer-
ring to the Islamic State.

Kaseasbeh’s execution is likely
to raise tensions in Jordan, where 
his politically prominent family 
had demanded the government en-
gage in negotiations for his release 
in an increasingly bizarre series 
of demands and counter demands 
that included $200 million ransom
for two Japanese hostages who’ve
since been killed and a demand
for the release of an Iraqi woman 
held on Jodan’s death row since
2005 for a series of bombings that
killed at least 57 people. 

Militants claim to kill Jordanian pilot
Online video purportedly released by the Islamic State group appears to show hostage being burned to death

AP

Anwar al-Taraw neh,  wife of  pilot 
Lt. Muath al-Kaseasbeh,  holds a 
poster of him  on Feb. 3 .



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S • F3HIJKLM                PAGE 11Wednesday, February 4, 2015

NATION

 BY PHILIP MARCELO 
AND DENISE LAVOIE

The Associated Press

BOSTON — Frigid tempera-
tures descended on the northern 
tier of the country, and while it’s 
not the coldest weather of the 
season, the biting chill followed 
a powerful snowstorm from the 
Midwest into the Northeast.

According to the National 
Weather Service, people from 
Montana to Maine are dealing with 
subzero wind chill temperatures.

Temperatures plunged to as low 
as 25 degrees below zero in parts 
of upstate New York early Tues-
day, a day after a storm dumped 
more than a foot of snow from 
Buffalo to the Hudson Valley. 
The National Weather Service 
said it was 25 below before dawn 
in Glens Falls, 45 miles north of 
Albany, and minus 21 degrees in 
Watertown, near Lake Ontario’s 
eastern end.

The arctic blast is also bringing 
  wind chills of minus 20 to parts of 
Pennsylvania and New England.

The cold prompted warnings 
of “flash freezing” and black ice 
from Philadelphia to Portland, 
Maine.

 A winter storm warning was 
lifted early Tuesday for Maine, 
where Machias was the hardest 
hit, with 17 inches of snow, be-
fore the sky cleared. Rockland, in 

Maine’s Knox County, received 14 
inches, and there were widespread 
reports of at least 10 inches.

Earlier, the snowstorm, which 
dumped more than 19 inches of 
snow on Chicago and more than 
a foot on southeastern Wisconsin, 

deepened off the southern New
England coast. It brought accumu-
lations approaching 18 inches in 
the Boston area and around a foot
of slushy wintry mix to Hartford, 
Conn.; Providence, R.I.; southern 
New Hampshire; and Vermont
— places still reeling from the up
to 3 feet they got last week.

Hardest hit in New Hampshire
was Weare, in Hillsborough Coun-
ty, which got more than 15 inches 
of snow. New York City’s snow to-
tals ranged from about 3.6 inches
in Central Park to 7 inches in the 
Bronx, while Long Island got 3 to
10 inches.

The Philadelphia area received 
about an inch of snow before the
precipitation changed to rain. 
Forecasters said portions of  Le-
high Valley got up 8 inches, and
there was up to a foot in north-
ern Pennsylvania. Much of New 
Jersey got several inches of snow,
while parts of northern Ohio re-
ceived at least a foot.

As Boston recovers from its 
second major winter storm in a 
week, Mayor Martin J. Walsh an-
nounced the victory parade for the
Super Bowl champion New Eng-
land Patriots would be postponed
until Wednesday morning.

“We look forward to celebrating
with Patriots fans during better
weather on Wednesday,” Walsh
said in a statement. 

 BY KRISTEN WYATT

The Associated Press

DENVER — Colorado Republi-
cans notched their biggest victory 
yet Monday against gun-control 
measures they’ve fought against 
in vain for the last two years but 
the victory will likely be fleeting. 

The GOP took advantage of 
its new Senate majority to steer 
through a repeal of expanded 
background-check requirements 
on private and online gun sales.

But the repeal, which cleared 
its first committee and appears 
headed toward approval by the 
full Senate, faces certain death 
in the House. That chamber re-
mains under Democratic control.

Still, a minor victory for re-
pealing the expanded back-
ground checks gave Republicans 
a chance to flex some muscle 
against a 2013 law they’ve always 
hated.

“This is a very dysfunctional” 
law, said Republican Sen. Kent 
Lambert, the repeal’s sponsor.

The GOP committee also ap-
proved another Republican gun 
idea to allow anyone over 21 
who can legally possess a gun to 
carry a concealed firearm with-
out a permit, except on school 
grounds.

On the same day those two Re-
publican bills advanced, a Demo-

cratic committee axed five other 
GOP gun bills. Republicans said 
before the session started that 
they hoped Democrats would re-
consider the 2013 gun controls, 
passed in the wake of the Aurora 
movie theater shooting.

Democrats in the House didn’t 
talk much during a marathon 
hearing that ran late into the 
night. They simply voted down all 
five proposals, including a bill al-
most identical to Lambert’s back-
ground-check repeal. Another 
bill rejected by Democrats was a 
proposal to repeal a 15-round am-
munition limit.

Even if the repeals did pass, 
Democratic Gov. John Hicken-
looper would be likely to veto 
them.

The testimony ran long on 
Monday, but echoed the emotions 
that have previous gun debates 
in Colorado so raw. Lawmakers 
heard from relatives of people 
killed in the 2012 theater shoot-
ing, as well as other victims of 
mass shootings.

Jane Dougherty, whose sister 
was killed in the attack at Sandy 
Hook Elementary in Newtown, 
Conn., was among those who 
spoke in favor of the expanded 
background checks, saying they 
would help stop “the senseless 
slaughter of a family member.” 

 BY TOM KRISHER

The Associated Press

DETROIT — The families of 
51 people who died in crashes 
caused by faulty ignition switches 
in small General Motors cars will 
get payments from a company 
fund, but others will have to wait 
months for decisions on thou-
sands of new claims.

Compensation expert Kenneth 
Feinberg has also deemed 77 
people injured in crashes as eli-
gible for payments from the fund, 
which received at least 4,180 
claims by a Saturday deadline, 

including more than 1,100 in the 
past week.

But attorneys, lawmakers and 
at least one family member say 
some were forced to settle with 
Feinberg rather than run the risk 
that they would not be able to sue 
GM because of its 2009 bankrupt-
cy agreement.

Camille Biros, deputy adminis-
trator of the fund who has worked 
with Feinberg to compensate vic-
tims of the 9/11 terrorist attacks 
and the BP oil spill, said the last-
minute flurry of activity is com-
mon in compensation cases. She 
said the number of claims could 

rise because those filed by mail
had to be postmarked by Jan. 31.

More death and injury claims
are likely to be granted, Biros
said, but it could take until late
spring to sort through all of the
paperwork.

GM was aware of faulty igni-
tion switches on Chevrolet Co-
balts and other small cars for 
more than a decade but it did not
recall them until 2014. On 2.6 mil-
lion GM vehicles worldwide, the
switches can slip out of the “on” 
position, causing the cars to stall,
knocking out power steering and
turning off the air bags. 

 BY MICHAEL MELIA

The Associated Press

Daylight was slipping away and 
the cold was deepening on New 
Hampshire’s Mount Washington 
as  Monoswita Saha, 28, drifted 
in and out of consciousness. Her 
four fellow climbers began to 
worry that waiting for help as in-
structed by a 911 operator would 
put all of them in danger.

 So they bundled Saha in a 
sleeping bag, tied it with ropes 
and dragged her, slowly and care-
fully, 2 miles through the snow to 
meet a rescue crew at the bottom 
of the trail.

She not only survived but was 
out of the hospital within a matter 
of hours.

“They knew if they stopped 
moving, they would probably 
die,” said Lt. Wayne Saunders, 
of the New Hampshire Fish and 
Game Department.

The cause of Saha’s medi-
cal emergency was unclear, but 
Saunders said the extreme cold 
and other elements were prob-
ably factors, especially consider-
ing the woman’s small build.

“I’d say they were pushing it,” 
Saunders said of their decision to 
hike in the forbidding conditions 
on the 6,289-foot mountain.

In an interview Monday, Saha 
said she was only mildly aware of 
what was happening as she was 
pulled down the mountain. She 
said the group was well prepared 
for the hike, and that her fainting, 
which she declined to discuss, 
was not anything they could have 
predicted.

“I’m really grateful that it had a 

happy ending,” she said.
The group of five friends from 

Connecticut, a mix of experienced 
and occasional hikers, had set out 
around 9 a.m. Saturday, climbing 
3 miles to a peak without seeing 
another person. They spent only 

a few min-
utes at the 
peak, where 
it was so cold 
any exposed 
skin was in 
danger.

Six hours 
into their 
trek, as they 
were making 
their descent 
in the late 
afternoon, 
Saha began 
having trou-
ble standing. 

Her husband gave her hot tea, but 
even after regaining conscious-
ness, she was not alert.

Using a cellphone, one of the 
friends dialed 911, and the op-
erator advised them to stay put 
and keep the woman level. But 
the temperature on the mountain 
was about 5 degrees below zero, 
with gusty winds making it feel 
far colder.

The group grew impatient, ask-
ing how long it would take rescu-
ers to arrive. Nick Potkay, 36, of 
Trumbull, Conn., said they began 
to worry not just about Saha but 
also about their own safety.

“If you’re standing still, your 
toes start to freeze up,” he said.

Their call was patched through 
to Saunders, who urged them not 
to wait for help. 

GM to compensate families of at least 51 victims

Stricken hiker dragged to safety

Colo. Republicans flex 
muscles on gun control

MIKE GROLL/AP

A pedestrian walking along Columbia Turnpike in East Greenbush, N.Y., on Monday is covered in snow. 

Arctic blast whips Northeast

M. SPENCER GREEN/AP

Kevin Blouin, left, and Matt 
Blouin clear snow from their 
walk Monday  in Blue Island, Ill.  

‘ I’m really 
grateful 
that it had 
a happy 
ending. ’

Monoswita 
Saha

ailing New 
Hampshire hiker 

who was rescued
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WORLD
 UN: Serbia, Croatia didn’t 
commit genocide in ’90s 

THE HAGUE, Netherlands  —
The United Nations’ top court 
ruled Tuesday that Serbia and 
Croatia did not commit geno-
cide against each other’s people 
during the bloody 1990s wars 
sparked by the breakup of the 
former Yugoslavia.

The ruling could help put to 
rest lingering animosities be-
tween the Balkan neighbors.

The International Court of Jus-
tice said Serb forces did commit 
widespread crimes in Croatia 
early in the war, but they did not 
amount to genocide. The 17-judge 
panel then ruled that a 1995 Croat 
offensive to win back territory 
from rebel Serbs also featured 
serious crimes, but did not reach 
the level of genocide.

 Paris: 8 on trial for 
$113M jewel heist  

PARIS  — Eight men charged 
with one of the world’s biggest 
jewel heists went on trial Tuesday 
in Paris, accused of stealing more 
than  $113 million  worth of luxury 
watches, necklaces, earrings and 
other valuables from a Harry Win-
ston boutique in two operations.

Many of the jewels have never 
been found. Charges against the 
men included armed robbery in an 
organized gang, association with a 
criminal enterprise and receiving 
stolen goods.

Four men dressed as building 
painters entered the store near the 
Champs-Elysees  by a service en-
trance in 2007, tying up staff and 
stealing 360 items of jewelry and 
120 watches, according to judicial 
documents.

A year later, the store was target-
ed again. Four men — three wear-
ing wigs and dressed as women 
— walked in the main entrance 
and stole 297 pieces of jewelry and 
104 watches in less than 20 min-
utes, according to the documents.

“Look at all the TV series of 
jewel heists, where you have peo-
ple wearing masks, flak jackets. 
And here, we have stockings and 
high heels,” defense lawyer Eric 
Dupond-Moretti told reporters. 

 Prosecutors: 3 years 
in jail for nut rage exec 

SEOUL, South Korea  — South 
Korean prosecutors on Monday 
recommended three years in jail 
for the former Korean Air execu-
tive charged with endangering 
flight safety during a tantrum 
over how she was served macada-
mia nuts.

Cho Hyun-ah, the daughter 
of Korean Air’s chairman, has 
pleaded not guilty to four charges. 
In the final day of testimony, she 
defended her actions as the result 
of devotion to work and said cabin 
crew in first class had erred by not 
following proper procedures.

Cho ordered the chief flight at-
tendant off a Dec. 5 flight after a 
heated confrontation with cabin 
crew, forcing the plane to return 
to the gate at John F. Kennedy Air-
port in New York. She was angry 
at being offered nuts in a bag, in-
stead of on a dish. Park Chang-jin, 
the chief attendant, told the court 
he and others were treated like 
“feudal slaves” by Cho.

Her behavior, dubbed nut rage, 
caused an uproar in South Korea. 
From The Associated Press

 The Associated Press

ARTEMIVSK, Ukraine  — The 
United Nations on Tuesday sharp-
ly criticized both the Ukrainian 
government and the pro-Russia 
rebels for turning bus stops, 
schools, markets and hospitals 
into battlegrounds where civilians 
are getting killed.

Indiscriminate shelling and an 
escalation in the fighting in east-
ern Ukraine have killed at least 
224 civilians in the past three 
weeks alone, the U.N. said, rais-
ing the overall death toll to 5,358 
people since April.

Hostilities between Russia-
backed separatists and Ukrainian 
troops resumed with a vengeance 
in January after a month of rela-
tive calm. The latest peace talks 
broke down Saturday, with both 
sides blaming the other for pro-
longing the fighting.

“Bus stops and public transport, 
marketplaces, schools and kinder-

gartens, hospitals and residential 
areas have become battlegrounds 
... in clear breach of international 
humanitarian law,” U.N. High 
Commissioner for Human Rights 
Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein said, add-
ing that 545 civilians were wound-
ed in the last three weeks as well.

He blamed the high civilian 
death toll on “the indiscriminate 
shelling of residential areas in 
both government-controlled terri-
tory and in areas controlled by the 
armed groups.”

Rebels in the separatist strong-
hold of Donetsk said Tuesday that 
artillery fire killed at least eight 
people and wounded 22 others in 
the past day, while Ukrainian mil-
itary spokesman Andriy Lysenko 
said five servicemen had been 
killed and 27 wounded in the same 
period.

The rebels’ main offensive 
is now directed at Debaltseve, 
a railway junction between the 

rebel-held cities of Luhansk and 
Donetsk. Separatists say they are 
not planning to storm Debaltseve 
itself because of the potential for 
civilian casualties.

Ukraine accuses Russia of arm-
ing the rebels, a charge that Rus-
sia denies. But Western military 
experts say the sheer amount of 
heavy weapons in rebel hands be-
lies that denial.

President Barack Obama has 
so far opposed sending lethal as-
sistance to aid Ukraine’s govern-
ment, but a senior administration 
official told The Associated Press 
the surge in fighting has spurred 
the White House to review that 
policy.

German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel reiterated Tuesday in 
Berlin that Germany would not 
deliver lethal weapons to Ukraine, 
saying she intends to focus on 
finding a “diplomatic solution” to 
the conflict. 

 The Associated Press

LONDON  — Former KGB of-
ficer Alexander Litvinenko de-
veloped a powerful animosity
toward Vladimir Putin, accusing
the Russian leader of fomenting
war and consorting with criminal
gangs, the agent’s widow testified
Monday.

Marina Litvinenko spoke at an
inquiry into the death of the ex-
intelligence officer, who fled to
London in 2000. He died in No-
vember 2006 after drinking tea 
laced with radioactive polonium-
210 at a London hotel.

On his deathbed, Alexander
Litvinenko accused Putin, the 
Russian president, of ordering 
his killing.

British officials have also ac-
cused the Russian state of being 
involved in the killing, and British
police have identified two Russian
men as the prime suspects. They
deny guilt and Moscow refuses to
extradite them.

Marina Litvinenko told the in-
quiry that during the 1990s her 
husband grew increasingly con-
cerned about “dirty business”
in the FSB, the successor to the
Soviet KGB. She said a turning 
point came when her husband was
working for the anti-terrorism 
unit of the FSB during the first
Chechen War. He interviewed 
a 17-year-old Chechen who told 
him his whole class had enlisted
to fight Russia.

“For Sasha, this was shocking,”
she said referring to her husband 
by a diminutive. It was “the first 
time he realized something (was)
wrong in this war.”

She said his concerns peaked
when it was suggested that he kill
Boris Berezovsky, a Russian oli-
garch who had fallen out with the 
Kremlin.

She said her husband met 
Putin, who was appointed direc-
tor of the FSB in 1998, to com-
plain about corruption, but came
away thinking their talk “was not 
productive.”

Alexander Litvinenko was ar-
rested after accusing the FSB of
plotting to kill Berezovsky at a
1998 news conference. He was
released in late 1999 and fled 
Russia the following year.

Marina Litvinenko said the
family settled in Britain after the 
U.S. refused to grant them asy-
lum. She said she, her husband 
and their son traveled to Turkey
and asked for asylum at the U.S.
Embassy in Ankara. When they
were turned down, they bought
plane tickets to Tbilisi, Georgia,
via London. She said at London’s
Heathrow Airport, Alexander 
Litvinenko approached a police
officer and said, “I am KGB offi-
cer and I am asking for political
asylum.”

Marina Litvinenko said that 
from about 2004 her husband
received monthly payments of
 about $3,000  from British intel-
ligence in return for “consulting 
work” about organized crime in 
Russia. 

 The Associated Press

LONDON  — Britain’s House of 
Commons gave preliminary ap-
proval Tuesday to permitting sci-
entists to create babies from the 
DNA of three people, a technique 
that could protect some children 
from inheriting potentially fatal 
diseases from their mothers.

The bill  still needs approval 
by the House of Lords — and a 
further Commons vote on any 
amendments — before becoming 
law. If so, it would make Britain 
the first nation to allow embryos 
to be genetically modified.

Britain has long been a leader 
in reproductive technology; the 

world’s first baby from in vitro 
fertilization, Louise Brown, was 
born in the U.K. in 1978.

The vote in the House of Com-
mons was 382-128 in favor. No 
date has been set for debate in the 
House of Lords but it is expected 
to be in the next few weeks. It 
would be unusual for it to reject 
legislation that has passed over-
whelmingly in the Commons.

The contentious techniques 
— which aim to prevent mothers 
from passing on inherited diseas-
es — involve altering a human egg 
or embryo before transferring it 
into the mother. Critics fear the y 
could lead to  “designer babies.”

The technology is completely 

different from that used to create 
genetically modified foods, where 
scientists typically select individ-
ual genes to be transferred .

 Some say the techniques cross 
a fundamental scientific bound-
ary, since the changes made to the 
embryos will be passed on to fu-
ture generations . The techniques 
would likely be used only in about 
a dozen British women every year 
who have faulty mitochondria, the 
energy-producing structures out-
side a cell’s nucleus, according to 
Britain’s Department of Health. 

Mitochondrial defects can result 
in diseases including muscular 
dystrophy, heart, kidney and liver 
failure and  muscle weakness.

Widow says 
ex-KGB spy 
saw Putin 
as corrupt

UK 3-person-DNA baby bill clears hurdle

UN: Ukraine deaths top 5,300
Shelling of residential areas violates international humanitarian law, court says

PETR DAVID JOSEK/AP

A Ukrainian soldier holds a weapon as people wait on a bus to leave the town of Debaltseve in 
Artemivsk, Ukraine, on Tuesday . Since the unrest in eastern Ukraine surged anew in early January, the 
separatists have made notable strides in clawing territory away from the government in Kiev.  
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 BY MICHAEL LIEDTKE

The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Technol-
ogy’s big-spending trio of Google 
Inc., Facebook Inc. and Amazon.
com Inc. appear to be tightening 
their belts — at least a notch — in 
a concession to cost-conscious 
investors and a strong dollar 
that’s taking a big bite out of their 
revenue.

Hints of restraint were sprin-
kled throughout the companies’ 
latest quarterly reports released 
last week. Expenses at all three 
are still expected to rise fast-
er than revenue this year, but 
Google, Facebook and Amazon 
signaled that spending increases 
might not be as dramatic as ex-
pected. The message boosted all 
of their stocks, which had been in 
Wall Street’s penalty box for the 
companies’ free-spending ways.

The shift can be traced to eco-
nomic turmoil in Europe and Asia 
that has caused the dollar’s value 
to rise against many other curren-
cies, said BGC Financial analyst 

Colin Gillis. Revenue coming in 
from overseas will translate into 
fewer dollars — potentially chop-
ping about 4 percent off of 2015 
revenue compared with 2014, Gil-
lis estimates.

“That’s a significant hit,” said 
Gillis. “They all have massive op-
portunities ahead that they want 
to pursue, but they are also going 
out of their way to sound more 
prudent.”

Amazon’s moderation was 
the most obvious. The e-com-
merce company’s fourth-quar-
ter operating expenses rose at 
a slower pace than analysts had 
anticipated. That delighted inves-
tors, who have become increas-
ingly frustrated with recurring 

losses driven by CEO Jeff Bezos’ 
prolific spending on data centers, 
distribution centers, gadgets and 
drones. Amazon shares, which 
had hit a 52-week low after the 
company’s prior earnings re-
port in October, spiked nearly 
14 percent on the fourth-quarter 
results.

 The change was more about 
tone than the actual numbers re-
leased by Facebook and Google, 
since spending at both com-
panies still accelerated in the 
fourth quarter. Investors initially 
seemed spooked, but they settled 
down after reassuring remarks 
from Facebook and Google 
executives.  

Google Chief Financial Officer 

Patrick Pichette stressed that the 
search giant’s expenses included 
$300 million in one-time account-
ing items and emphasized the 
company’s commitment to find-
ing “a healthy balance between 
growth and discipline.”  

Meanwhile, Facebook revised 
its 2015 budget. The social net-
working leader’s costs may in-
crease by as much as 70 percent 
this year, down from a previous 
ceiling of 75 percent, according 
to Chief Financial Officer David 
Wehner. 
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Wednesday’s US temperatures

City Hi Lo Wthr
Abilene, Texas 67 40 PCldy
Akron, Ohio 34 22 Snow
Albany, N.Y. 31 10 Snow
Albuquerque 61 33 Clr
Allentown, Pa. 36 17 Cldy
Amarillo 58 35 PCldy
Anchorage 14 5 Clr
Asheville 52 26 Clr
Atlanta 55 34 PCldy
Atlantic City 46 19 Cldy
Austin 62 41 Cldy
Baltimore 45 25 Cldy
Baton Rouge 55 41 Rain
Billings 32 9 Cldy
Birmingham 56 31 Cldy
Bismarck 11 -1 Clr
Boise 48 35 Cldy
Boston 33 12 Cldy
Bridgeport 37 15 Cldy
Brownsville 64 52 Cldy
Buffalo 28 19 Snow
Burlington, Vt. 26 9 Snow
Caribou, Maine 17 -8 Snow
Casper 31 20 Snow
Charleston, S.C. 61 33 PCldy
Charleston, W.Va. 50 27 PCldy
Charlotte, N.C. 54 30 Clr

Chattanooga 54 30 PCldy
Cheyenne 26 22 Snow
Chicago 24 19 Cldy
Cincinnati 43 29 Cldy
Cleveland 34 23 Snow
Colorado Springs 39 33 Cldy
Columbia, S.C. 59 29 PCldy
Columbus, Ga. 57 38 Cldy
Columbus, Ohio 38 26 Cldy
Concord, N.H. 28 3 Cldy
Corpus Christi 64 45 Cldy
Dallas-Ft Worth 59 42 Cldy
Dayton 37 27 Cldy
Daytona Beach 69 49 Cldy
Denver 32 28 Cldy
Des Moines 22 12 Snow
Detroit 31 22 Cldy
Duluth 6 -1 Snow
El Paso 68 41 Clr
Elkins 42 20 PCldy
Erie 30 22 Snow
Eugene 56 43 Cldy
Evansville 46 31 Cldy
Fairbanks -11 -23 Clr
Fargo 10 -1 Clr
Flagstaff 59 26 Clr
Flint 29 21 Cldy
Fort Smith 55 31 Cldy

Fort Wayne 29 23 Cldy
Fresno 65 45 Clr
Goodland 29 27 Snow
Grand Junction 53 32 Cldy
Grand Rapids 24 18 Snow
Great Falls 37 9 PCldy
Green Bay 18 9 Cldy
Greensboro, N.C. 54 28 Clr
Harrisburg 39 19 Cldy
Hartford Spgfld 33 5 Cldy
Helena 36 13 Cldy
Honolulu 80 68 Rain
Houston 62 41 Cldy
Huntsville 52 31 PCldy
Indianapolis 35 28 Cldy
Jackson, Miss. 58 33 Cldy
Jacksonville 63 41 Cldy
Juneau 31 24 PCldy
Kansas City 28 24 Snow
Key West 76 67 Cldy
Knoxville 53 28 PCldy
Lake Charles 62 40 Cldy
Lansing 25 19 Cldy
Las Vegas 72 49 Clr
Lexington 48 30 PCldy
Lincoln 21 15 Snow
Little Rock 55 34 Cldy
Los Angeles 74 51 PCldy

Louisville 50 32 Cldy
Lubbock 66 36 Clr
Macon 59 35 Cldy
Madison 18 9 Cldy
Medford 59 43 Cldy
Memphis 57 36 PCldy
Miami Beach 75 63 Cldy
Midland-Odessa 72 36 PCldy
Milwaukee 21 14 Cldy
Mpls-St Paul 16 9 Cldy
Missoula 35 22 Cldy
Mobile 56 41 Rain
Montgomery 57 31 Cldy
Nashville 54 31 PCldy
New Orleans 57 46 Rain
New York City 41 21 Cldy
Newark 39 19 Cldy
Norfolk, Va. 51 28 Clr
North Platte 21 17 Snow
Oklahoma City 51 37 Cldy
Omaha 19 13 Cldy
Orlando 73 51 Cldy
Paducah 50 32 PCldy
Pendleton 46 35 Cldy
Peoria 24 20 Cldy
Philadelphia 42 24 Cldy
Phoenix 77 52 Clr
Pittsburgh 35 22 Cldy

Pocatello 45 36 Cldy
Portland, Maine 29 4 Cldy
Portland, Ore. 51 39 Cldy
Providence 36 13 Cldy
Pueblo 48 34 Cldy
Raleigh-Durham 55 28 Clr
Rapid City 26 13 PCldy
Reno 63 33 PCldy
Richmond 52 27 PCldy
Roanoke 56 28 Clr
Rochester 31 16 Snow
Rockford 20 13 Cldy
Sacramento 63 46 PCldy
St Louis 35 31 Snow
St Petersburg 71 56 Cldy
St Thomas 84 74 PCldy
Salem, Ore. 54 41 Cldy
Salt Lake City 56 40 Rain
San Angelo 71 40 PCldy
San Antonio 62 42 Cldy
San Diego 67 53 PCldy
San Francisco 60 50 Cldy
San Jose 66 46 PCldy
Santa Fe 56 28 PCldy
St Ste Marie 14 4 Snow
Savannah 59 36 Cldy
Seattle 51 41 Rain
Shreveport 55 37 Cldy

Sioux City 14 10 Cldy
Sioux Falls 10 6 Clr
South Bend 28 22 Cldy
Spokane 39 31 Cldy
Springfield, Ill. 27 25 Snow
Springfield, Mo. 44 30 Cldy
Syracuse 33 14 Snow
Tallahassee 64 40 Cldy
Tampa 72 54 Cldy
Toledo 29 25 Snow
Topeka 28 21 Snow
Tucson 77 46 Clr
Tulsa 50 34 Clr
Tupelo 56 30 Cldy
Waco 59 42 Cldy
Washington 48 31 Cldy
W. Palm Beach 75 61 Cldy
Wichita 32 28 Clr
Wichita Falls 59 39 PCldy
Wilkes-Barre 33 15 Cldy
Wilmington, Del. 43 22 Cldy
Yakima 40 32 Cldy
Youngstown 33 21 Snow

National temperature extremes
Hi: Mon., 86, Pompano Beach, Fla. 
Lo: Mon., -31, Embarrass and Cotton, 
Minn. 

WEATHER OUTLOOK
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WEDNESDAY IN EUROPE

Brussels
41/25

Bahrain
74/63

Baghdad
73/48

Doha
75/62

Kuwait
City

80/54

Riyadh
88/58

Djibouti
83/72

Kandahar
65/36

Kabul
48/30

WEDNESDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST THURSDAY IN THE PACIFIC
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36/27
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Okinawa
61/52

Sasebo
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Iwakuni
48/38

Seoul
41/27

Osan
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The weather is provided by the 
American Forces Network Weather Center, 

2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. 

MARKET WATCH

Military rates
Euro costs (Feb. 4) ............................$1.3587
Dollar buys (Feb. 4) ..........................€0.7360
British pound (Feb. 4) .......................... $1.61
Japanese yen (Feb. 4) .......................... 97.00
South Korean won (Feb. 4) ........... 1,058.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ....................................0.3770
British pound .....................................$1.5103
Canada (Dollar) ...................................1.2522
China (Yuan) ........................................6.2571
Denmark (Krone) ................................6.5046
Egypt (Pound) ...................................... 7.6301
Euro ........................................$1.1444/0.8738
Hong Kong (Dollar) ............................. 7.7550
Hungary (Forint) .................................270.28
Israel (Shekel) .....................................3.8996
Japan (Yen) ........................................... 117.60
Kuwait (Dinar) .....................................0.2945
Norway (Krone) ...................................7.5649
Philippines (Peso)................................. 44.01
Poland (Zloty) .......................................... 3.65
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) ...........................3.7535
Singapore (Dollar) ..............................1.3470
South Korea (Won) ..........................1,096.74
Switzerland (Franc)............................0.9246
Thailand (Baht) ..................................... 32.61
Turkey (Lira) .........................................2.4054
(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

EXCHANGE RATES

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate  ................................................ 3.25
Discount rate  .......................................... 0.75
Federal funds market rate ................... 0.11
3-month bill  ............................................. 0.01
30-year bond  ........................................... 2.25

BUSINESS/WEATHER

Tech firms hint at more fiscal restraint
‘ They all have massive opportunities ahead that 
they want to pursue, but they are also going out 
of their way to sound more prudent. ’

Colin Gillis
BGC Financial



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S • F3HIJKLM                PAGE 15Wednesday, February 4, 2015

WIRED WORLD

 BY JOHN KEILMAN

Chicago Tribune

CHICAGO

Imagine a hardcore video game fanatic, 
and the picture you summon probably 
won’t resemble Roman Rivera.

He grew up captivated by games 
from “Pokemon” to “Call of Duty,” and 
evaded his mom’s screen time limits by co-
vertly playing his Game Boy after lights out. 
Now that he’s 21, he spends up to four hours 
a day battling enemies in the virtual arena 
of “Dota 2.”

Yet he was an honor student and a mem-
ber of the debate team at suburban Down-
ers Grove North High School, and today 
he’s studying economics at the University 
of Chicago. These accomplishments didn’t 
come in spite of gaming, Rivera said; in a 
way, gaming helped to make them possible.

“You pick up skills from whatever you 
do, and you can decide to aim those skills in 
an intellectual direction,” he said, crediting 
video games with broadening his interests 
and improving his mental dexterity. “They 
defi nitely enhanced the abilities I needed 
in life that weren’t always directly present. 
Without a doubt they have benefi ted me.”

Rivera’s belief echoes a new wave of 
research that has found surprising advan-
tages in an activity that many dismiss as a 
waste of time, if not an outright menace. So-
cial scientists have recently linked gaming 
with enhanced mental skills, moral sensitiv-
ity and even physical fi tness, creating a new 
image of this ubiquitous but controversial 
pastime.

“We’re working really hard on under-
standing what aspects of gaming could be 
leveraged for the betterment of society,” 
said Daphne Bavelier, a cognitive neurosci-
entist who researches video games at the 
University of Geneva in Switzerland and 
the University of Rochester in New York. 
“Everyone understands it’s here to stay. It’s 
not going to disappear. You could try to ban 
it, but it seems to have really interesting 
positive effects.”

Researchers have done thousands of 
studies on gaming since the 1980s, often 
with unmistakably negative results. Some 
associated video games with an increased 
risk of epileptic seizures, while others cau-
tioned that the games could provoke dan-
gerously elevated heart rates. Many studies 
also linked violent games to aggression and 
anti-social behavior.

Such fi ndings contributed to the anxiety 
surrounding video games, said Christo-
pher Ferguson, a psychology professor at 
Florida’s Stetson University. He cited the 
outcry over violent games that came when 
Newtown, Conn., gunman Adam Lanza was 
portrayed as a shooting-game obsessive 
(investigators ultimately found  his primary 
gaming fi xation was “Dance Dance Revo-
lution”). Ferguson said early research into 
any new technology is often fl awed. Studies 
that aim to fi nd negative effects get funded 
and promoted, while those with more be-
nign fi ndings are unpublished and forgot-
ten, he said.

When a new generation of scholars more 
familiar with the technology comes along, 
different results often appear — and that’s 
what is happening with gaming, he said.

“We’re just not seeing the kind of data 
emerge that would support the techno-
panic that was common in earlier years,” 
he said.

Ferguson has done dozens of studies 
on the subject and has consistently found 
that violent video games do not contrib-
ute to societal aggression. One recent 
project actually concluded that some 
children who play violent games are less 
likely than others to act like bullies.

“My speculation is that maybe kids 
turn to video games cathartically ... or it 
could just be that they’re busy, so they 
don’t have time to bully other kids,” he 
said.

 Gaming has long been identifi ed as 
a factor in worsening child obesity, 
but research that scholar Chennan 
Liu performed at the University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign sug-
gests the pastime might have gotten 
a bad rap. Youth survey data she ex-
amined found that those who play 
video games for an average of three 
to six hours a day were healthier 
than those who played less.

Liu, now a professor of social work 
at Renmin University of China, said 
the unexpected result calls for fur-
ther study. But she guessed that 
gaming might burn more calories 
than watching TV, or that kids grip-
ping a controller are less inclined 
to pick up a snack or a soda.

 The most intriguing studies 
might be coming from neurosci-
entists, who are using MRIs and 
other high-tech devices to learn 
how gaming affects the brain. 
Simone Kuhn, a researcher at 
the Max Planck Institute for 
Human Development in Berlin, 
has found that the prefrontal 
cortex actually grows thicker 
and gray matter more volu-
minous in people who play 
games as humble as “Super 
Mario 64,” changes that could 
improve memory and naviga-
tional ability.

Bavelier has focused on 
cognitive performance, fi nd-
ing that fi rst-person shooters 
—one of the most reviled 
categories of video games — 
can help improve a person’s 
vision and ability to pay at-
tention.

How that might translate 
into real-world benefi ts is 
still unclear, but Bavelier 
noted that young gamers 
have been shown to make 
superior laparoscopic sur-
geons, performing faster 
and making fewer errors 
than more experienced 
peers.

Noah Bakshis, 15, plays a computer video game in his room in Plainfi eld, 
Ill.  Doug Bakshis was dubious of the value of video games when his son Noah 
began to shut himself in his room to play the likes of “Minecraft” and “Fallout: 
New Vegas” for hours at a time. But then Noah, who has Asperger’s 
syndrome, started to show a more open personality.

“The games have had a very calming effect on him,” Bakshis said. “In the 
gaming world, he’s in control of the environment, where he’s not in the real 
world. He’s gotten much more focused, and when things have happened in 
the real world, he’s been more able to deal with it.”

Noah , now a 15-year-old freshman at Downers Grove North High School, 
said gaming has expanded his interests, prompting him to study archery and 
Japanese culture after fi rst encountering the topics virtually. His attention, 
focus and coordination have also improved, he said, as has his self-awareness.

“[Games] helped me discover what my inner ethics are, what choices I 
would make in particular situations,” he said. “What I’ve found is I generally 
try to resolve things peacefully. ... You can grow emotional attachment to the 
characters, and that’s not a bad thing. It proves they can give humanization to 
a bunch of polygons.” 

— John Keilman, Chicago Tribune
Photo by John J. Kim, Chicago Tribune/TNS

Data suggest that negative impacts of 
video gaming may be vastly overstated

Neuroscience
’s  Nintendo?

A window inside Asperger’s
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remove abandoned and sunken 
boats from the Ashley River.

The Post and Courier of Charles-
ton reported that during the com-
ing weeks, the city will remove 10 
of about 15 boats abandoned in a 1-
mile reach of river just upstream 
from Charleston Harbor.

The derelict boats range in size 
from 23 to 40 feet long.

The money comes from a 
$104,000 state grant as well as 
local matching funds.

It’s the first time in five years 
the city has received money from 
the Department of Health and En-
vironmental Control to remove 

abandoned boats.

  Boy on snowmobile falls 
through ice, is rescued

WI MINOCQUA — Author-
ities rescued a boy who 

fell through the ice in Minocqua.
Police said the boy was rid-

ing a snowmobile on a channel 
near Lake Minocqua when he 
went through the ice Sunday 
afternoon.

WJFW-TV said the boy was 
taken to a local hospital. There’s 
no word on his condition.  

 Large portion of road 
collapses into river

FL JACKSONVILLE — 
Residents of a Jackson-

ville townhome complex may be 
without electricity for two weeks 
after a large section of South Lib-
erty Street collapsed into the St. 
Johns River.

No injuries were reported 
when the street buckled on Sun-
day, leaving a hole the size of two 
doublewide mobile homes. The 
Florida Times-Union reported 
that an electrical transformer From wire reports

AMERICAN ROUNDUP

$780K
The record amount raised by the 
Lewes Polar Bear Plunge on Sunday
at Rehoboth Beach, Del. The funds 
will benefit Special Olympics Delaware. 
More than 3,300 people took a dip
in the icy Atlantic Ocean. The News
Journal reported that the water was 37
degrees, 4 degrees colder than the air 
temperature. In 24 years, the plunge 
has raised $8.3 million for children and
adults with intellectual disabilities.

Jailed man had $20K of 
heroin in body cavity

ME LEBANON — Police 
said a Sanford man 

who hid about $20,000 worth of 
heroin in a body cavity was ar-
rested after a weekend traffic 
stop in Lebanon.

The Maine Drug Enforcement 
Agency said Timothy Duval, 41, 
was a passenger in a vehicle that 
was pulled over at about 10 p.m. 
Saturday.

The vehicle was stopped after 
agents learned that Duval was 
returning to Maine with heroin 
bought in Massachusetts. Duval 
also was wanted on an outstand-
ing federal arrest warrant for a 
probation violation.

During a search at the Cum-
berland County Jail, Duval was 
found to be in possession of 60 
grams of heroin and 3.5 grams 
of cocaine. He was ordered held 
without bail pending a March 24 
court appearance on trafficking 
and possession charges. 

Boy reported missing 
playing hide-and-seek

PA DUNCANSVILLE 
— Police said a 10-

year-old Pennsylvania boy wasn’t 
missing as his mother feared but 
was found hiding under his down 
bed, apparently while playing 
hide-and-seek.

Blair Township police told The 
(Altoona) Mirror that the boy’s 
mother called for help Friday 
night when she couldn’t find the 
boy for an extended time.

Police in the township about 90 
miles east of Pittsburgh began 
summoning a search-and-rescue 
team early Saturday when they 
learned the boy had been found 
— by a sibling, hiding under his 
own bed.

Officer Benjamin Shanholtz 
told the newspaper that the boy 
was found by another sibling, not 
the brother he had been playing 
with when he was last seen.

Nobody is in any legal trouble 
as a result of the search.  

More than 4K take part 
in fishing tournament

ND DEVILS LAKE — 
More than 4,000 people 

took part in a weekend ice fishing 
tournament on Devils Lake.

WDAZ-TV reported that the 
event raised about $150,000 for 
the city’s volunteer fire depart-
ment, which hosts the annual 
event. The tournament has been 
held for 31 years.

More than 100 volunteers 
drilled about 5,000 holes in the 
ice Saturday morning for the an-
glers who come from around the 
region to compete.

Kolby Metzger, of Hazen, won 
top prize for perch; Randy Re-
iter, of Surrey, caught the biggest 
northern; and Travis Crissler, 
of Belcourt, landed the biggest 
walleye. All three men took home 
$2,000. 

City removing derelict 
boats from mile of river

SC CHARLESTON — The 
city of Charleston is 

spending more than $130,000 to 

THE CENSUS

Lunar New Year’s dance of the lion
 A lion dance opens up the Bowers Museum’s Asian Lunar New Year Free Family Festival in Santa Ana, 
Calif., on Sunday. Dance troupe JC Culture Foundation, of Cerritos, has provided the lion dance at 
the festival for years.  The foundation is a nonprofit organization that performs, promotes and teaches 
traditional Chinese dance and culture in Los Angeles.

and conduit were damaged, cut-
ting electricity to the Berkman
Villas Townhomes.

A spokesman for Jacksonville
Mayor Alvin Brown said the city
is monitoring the site and will
work with the Florida Depart-
ment of Transportation, which
oversees bridges. David DeCamp 
said it is too early to estimate how
much repairs will cost. 

Officials said they don’t yet
know what caused the collapse.  

  Helicopter crashes on 
frozen river; no injuries

NY CARTHAGE — Police 
said a helicopter pilot 

and his passenger were able to 
walk away from a crash on a fro-
zen northern New York river.

The Jefferson County Sheriff’s
Office told the Watertown Daily
Times the two-seat helicopter
crash-landed Sunday afternoon on
a frozen section of the Black River, 
east of Watertown.

Pilot Gary Johnson, of Car-
thage, and passenger Michael
Rohr were able to climb from the
wreckage and walk across the ice
to a nearby road. 

 The cause of the accident was 
under investigation.

Man returns family dog 
stolen during burglary

ME PARIS — A Norway
man who stole a fami-

ly’s pet dog during a burglary at a 
Hebron home has pleaded guilty.

The Sun Journal reported that
Timothy Scott Robbins will be 
sentenced at a future date after
pleading guilty last week in Ox-
ford County Superior Court to
charges of felony burglary and 
theft in connection with the bur-
glary last March. Under a deal 
with prosecutors, he faces no
more than a year behind bars.

Authorities said Robbins, 28,
and Diane Downs, 42, broke into
the home and stole two laptops, 
two iPads, three digital cameras, 
an Xbox video game console with
35 to 40 games, jewelry and the
occupants’ 2-year-old golden re-
triever. The dog was returned
unharmed.

ANA VENEGAS, THE ORANGE COUNTY (CALIF.) REGISTER/AP
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BY ANTHONY MCCARTNEY

The Associated Press

Death Row Records founder 
Marion “Suge” Knight pleaded 
not guilty on Tuesday to mur-
der, attempted murder and other 
charges filed after he struck two 
men with his truck last week.

The former rap music mogul, 
who appeared at Los Angeles 
County Superior Court for his ar-
raignment Tuesday, is accused 
of intentionally running down 
two men, including a friend, in 
Compton, Calif., on Jan. 29 after 
an argument.

Knight remains in custody.
However, his attorney James 

Blatt has said the collision was an 
accident that occurred as Knight 
was trying to flee an altercation 
in which he was assaulted.

Knight, 49, could face life in 
prison if convicted.

On Monday, prosecutors 

charged Knight with killing Terry 
Carter, 55, and attempting to kill 
Cle “Bone” Sloan, 51. Knight also 
faces two charges of hit-and-run.

In addition, Knight’s $2 million 

bail was revoked after a court
commissioner agreed with au-
thorities that he was a potential
flight risk and could intimidate
witnesses.

The ruling came after homicide 
detectives told the bail commis-
sioner that Knight could face a
lengthy prison sentence because
of a violent criminal past, said Los
Angeles County sheriff’s spokes-
woman Nicole Nishida. Knight 
was out on bail in a robbery case
when the men were hit.

Knight was at the center of one
of the most notorious rap con-
flicts of the 1990s, pitting Tupac 
Shakur against Biggie Smalls in
an East Coast-West Coast rivalry.

Knight was sent to prison for
nearly five years for badly beat-
ing a rival with Shakur at a Las
Vegas hotel, just hours before 
Shakur was fatally shot while rid-
ing in Knight’s car just east of the 
Strip in 1996. 
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Former rap mogul Knight
pleads not guilty to murder

BY MESFIN FEKADU

The Associated Press

Common says despite win-
ning a Golden Globe and earn-
ing an Oscar nomination, he’s 
looking forward to the Grammy 
Awards.

The rap star is nominated for 
two honors Feb. 8, including 
best rap album for his 10th ef-
fort, “Nobody’s Smiling.”

“I am very grateful to get 
Grammy nominations,” he said 
in a recent interview. “It’s in-
credible for me. And that album 
is important.”

Common will perform his 
song “Glory,” from the film 
“Selma,” with John Legend at 
the Grammys. The song is nom-
inated for best original song at 
the Feb. 22 Academy Awards. 
He also appeared in the film.

He says the release of  “Selma” 

comes at a perfect time, adding 
that he’s thrilled to see rappers 
take a stance against injustice 
in the wake of the death of Mi-
chael Brown in Ferguson, Mo.

“Not just through songs, but 
you see artists starting to be 
more active in general. You 
hear about artists contributing 
finances or showing up ... artists 
are showing they care,” he said. 
“And it’s important because we 
have this platform. I applaud 
that. I am happy the hip-hop 
culture has been about that.”

Common also is nominated for 
best rap/sung collaboration for 
“Blak Majik” with R&B singer 
Jhene Aiko. He is already the 
owner of two Grammy Awards: 
best rap performance by a duo 
or group for “Southside” with 
Kanye West and best R&B song 
for “Love of My Life (An Ode to 
Hip Hop)” with Erykah Badu.

Despite Oscar nod, 
Common ‘grateful’ 
for Grammy love

JOHN SHEARER, INVISION/AP

Common won a Golden Globe and is nominated for the best 
original song Academy Award for “Glory,” a collaboration with 
John Legend from the film “Selma.”

Winfrey, ‘Selma’ director team up
The Associated Press

Oprah Winfrey and the direc-
tor of the Oscar-nominated movie 
“Selma” are creating a drama se-
ries for Winfrey’s TV channel.

The project from Winfrey and 
Ava DuVernay is inspired by the 
Natalie Baszile novel “Queen 
Sugar,” the OWN channel said 
Monday.

Winfrey will serve as executive 
producer and will play a recur-
ring role — the first time she’s 
acted in a series for OWN, the net-
work said. DuVernay will write, 
direct and executive-produce the 
drama, her first TV series.

Winfrey, whose film roles in-
clude “Lee Daniels’ The Butler,” 
appears in DuVernay’s film about 
the 1965 voting rights campaign 
led by the Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr. “Selma” is a best-picture 
Academy Award nominee.

Williams’ wife, children 
fighting over estate

Robin Williams’ children and 
wife have gone to court in a fight 
over the late comedian’s estate.

In papers filed in December in 
San Francisco Superior Court, 
Williams’ wife, Susan, says some 
of the late actor’s personal items 
were taken without her permis-
sion and asks the court to ex-
clude the contents of the Tiburon, 
Calif., home that she shared with 
Williams from the jewelry, mem-
orabilia and other items Williams 
said the children should have.

Williams died at his home in 
August. The coroner ruled his 
death a suicide that resulted from 
asphyxia caused by hanging.

The children, Zachary, Zelda 
and Cody, counter that Susan Wil-
liams is “adding insult to a ter-
rible injury” by trying to change 
the trust agreement and rob them 

of the late actor’s clothing and 
other personal items.

Lohans sue Fox News 
for defamation

Actress Lindsay Lohan and 
her mother, Dina Lohan, have 
filed a lawsuit accusing Fox News 
Network, TV host Sean Hannity 
and guest commentator Michelle 
Fields of defamation for claiming 
the actress and her mother did 
cocaine together.

According to court papers filed 
Monday, the claim was made 
during a discussion of celebrity 
overdoses on Hannity’s show on 
Feb. 4, 2014, two days after actor 
Philip Seymour Hoffman died of 
a heroin overdose.

Court papers say Fields stated 
as a “matter a fact” that Lindsay’s 
mother was doing cocaine with 
her daughter. Lohan’s lawyers 
say Fox posted the segment on its 
website.

The suit says the Lohan’s are 
demanding that the segment 
be taken off Hannity’s website. 
They’re also seeking unspecified 
damages.

A message seeking comment 
from Fox wasn’t immediately 
returned.

Other news 
� Bobbi Kristina Brown is 

fighting for her life, according 
to a statement from the Houston 
family Monday. Police said the 
21-year-old daughter of Whitney 
Houston and R&B singer Bobby 
Brown was taken to a hospital 
on Jan. 31 after she was found 
face down and unresponsive in 
a bathtub in a suburban Atlanta 
townhome. Whitney Houston was 
found dead in a hotel bathtub in 
2012.

� A 26-year-old woman with 
the nickname Star who says she 
is going to marry 80-year-old
mass murderer Charles Manson
will have to wait a while longer. 
Afton Elaine Burton and Manson 
got a marriage license last year to
stage a wedding inside a visiting
room at California State Prison,
Corcoran. However, it expires
Thursday, meaning they missed
their chance to tie the knot over 
the weekend, California Depart-
ment of Corrections and Reha-
bilitation spokesman Jeffrey
Callison said Monday.

PAUL BUCK, POOL/AP

Marion “Suge” Knight appears 
in court during his arraignment 
Tuesday in Los Angeles. Knight 
pleaded not guilty to murder, 
attempted murder and other 
charges filed after he struck two 
men with his truck.
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WORLD

 The Associated Press

MANILA, Philippines  — Melco 
Crown Entertainment formally 
opened its $1 billion casino and 
entertainment resort in Manila 
on Monday, hoping to cash in on a 
fast-growing Philippine economy 
and increased tourism.

The company’s co-chairman 
and CEO, Lawrence Ho, said the 
opening of the City of Dreams 
Manila is part of the company’s 
plans to have casinos across 
Asia.

It operates casinos in the 
world’s biggest gambling market, 

Macau. China’s corruption crack-
down has deterred high-rolling 
mainland gamblers from Macau’s 
casino tables in the past year.

The Manila casino will cater 
to the growing influx of tourists 
to the Philippines, but Clarence 
Chung Yuk Man, chairman of the 
Philippine arm of Melco Crown, 
said it would also target local 
gamblers who are estimated to 
have parted with $2.3 billion last 
year.

He said out of the casino opera-
tors with licenses in the Philip-
pines, Melco is the only one with a 
customer base in Macau and that 

can bring in VIP customers and 
high-rollers.

“We will promote cross-
 marketing and also try to promote 
this property to our customers 
so that there is additional choice 
for them,” Chung told a news 
conference.

Australian billionaire James 
Packer, who is Melco’s co-
 chairman, said the Philippines’ 
strong economy, its 100 million 
people and rising tourism offer a 
huge market potential.

The resort houses a casino; 
the Crown, Nobu and Hyatt ho-
tels; two premium nightclubs; 

the world’s first DreamWorks-
inspired interactive play space 
DreamPlay; restaurants and re-
tail shops.

Nobu is part-owned by Hol-

lywod star Robert de N iro, who
appears in a video commercial 
for the resort  alongside Leonardo
Di Caprio and director Martin
Scorcese. 

Macau casino operator 
opens facility in Manila

4 surviving Magna Cartas brought together for first time
 BY GREGORY KATZ

The Associated Press

LONDON  — You can’t exactly 
call it a reunion — the four sur-
viving Magna Cartas had never 
before been in the same place.

So the British Library called 
it a “unification event” Monday 
when the priceless documents 
were put on display together for 
the first time.

The event marks the 800th an-
niversary of the Magna Carta, 
which established the timeless 
principle that no individual, even 
a monarch, is above the law.

In 1215, 40 rebellious barons 
came together to declare their 
rights to King John, and he reluc-
tantly consented to their demands 
in an attempt to avoid civil war. It 

included acknowledgements that 
taxes cannot be arbitrary, that 
free men cannot be imprisoned 
without first being judged by their 
peers or the law and that justice 
cannot be denied or delayed.

But within weeks, the pope 
voided the agreement, and Eng-
land was thrown into war.

The original Magna Carta 

manuscripts were written and 
sealed in late June and early July 
1215, and were sent individually 
throughout the country, making 
Monday’s unification unique.

“It’s a real moment in history,” 
said Julian Harrison, the library’s 
curator of medieval manuscripts. 
“Magna Carta has significance 
not just in England but world-

wide. Many people regard it as 
the foundation of the rule of law. It
established key principles which
have resonated worldwide.”

The Magna Carta influenced
not only Thomas Jefferson when
he helped draft the Declaration of
Independence, but also the writ-
ers of the French constitution and
the late South African leader Nel-
son Mandela, who cited it in his
famous speech in his own defense 
at the Rivonia trial in 1964, Har-
rison said.

 Officials said the three-day
unification will give some lucky
members of the public as well as 
constitutional scholars and medi-
eval manuscript experts a chance
to scrutinize and compare the
documents. 

BULLIT MARQUEZ/AP

Guests enjoy swimming in a pool Monday at the newly opened City 
of Dreams Manila casino  at the reclaimed prime property in Manila, 
Philippines.  

ALASTAIR GRANT/AP

 Four of the original  Magna Carta 
manuscripts  brought together by 
the British Library  are displayed 
Monday in London .

‘  Many people regard it as the foundation 
of the rule of law. It established key 
principles which have resonated 
worldwide. ’

Julian Harrison
Curator of medieval manuscripts at the British Library
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No sympathy for ticket brokers who sold short
 BY STEPHEN CARTER

Bloomberg News

As an interesting coda to the most 
thrilling Super Bowl in recent 
years, I’d like to point to an un-
intentionally hilarious article 

at ESPN.com about the travails of ticket 
brokers who were unable to fulfill cus-
tomer orders for the event. Evidently it has 
become common for brokers to engage in 
short selling, charging their clients heavy 
markups for tickets the brokers don’t own 
but hope to pick up later for less than the 
contract price. This year, prices never fell, 
and the brokers couldn’t fulfill the orders.

Now, you might respond that this is al-
ways the risk in short selling. The market 
moves against you, you can’t cover your 
position, you take a bath. That’s exactly 
right. The puzzle is why we should some-
how have sympathy for the brokers who 
bet the wrong way. According to the story, 
Arizona Attorney General Mark Brnovich 
“suggests that it’s possible for the league to 
help alleviate market manipulation in the 
future by holding back tickets and releas-
ing them closer to the game, just like some 
high-profile entertainers have been known 
to do.”

To which one wants to reply: Huh? What 
market manipulation? The brokers didn’t 
manipulate the market; they just guessed 
wrong. They were punished for it, offering 
their clients refunds of twice or more what 
was paid for the undelivered tickets. Prob-
ably most took hits to their reputations 
as well. This all is as it should be. It’s un-
clear who exactly has to be protected from 
what.

Moreover, the proposed solution — hold-
ing back some tickets for release closer to 
the event — doesn’t make any sense. Con-
sider the issue from the point of view of the 
National Football League. The only reason 
the brokers exist is that the NFL has in-
tentionally created a secondary market by 
selling Super Bowl tickets below the mar-
ket-clearing level. Put otherwise, if a fan is 

willing to pay, say, $2,000 for a ticket with a 
face value of $1,000, the league could sim-
ply price the ticket at $2,000 and cut out 
the middleman. Why doesn’t this happen?

There are many reasons a for-profit 
business might choose to price its goods 
below market-clearing levels. One stands 
out in this case: the positive value of buzz. 
Think about Beanie Babies. The stuffed 
animals were intentionally priced below 
the market-clearing level because the 
manufacturer wanted the secondary mar-
ket to exist. The trading in Beanie Babies, 

along with the limited quantity of each
model, helped maintain excitement about 
the product itself.

Now consider professional football.
Every year at Super Bowl time, the net-
works run stories about how much tickets
are going for. This helps the NFL in its
effort to present the game as an exciting
event everyone should care about. The
league makes most of its money from ad-
vertising, not ticket sales. Ad dollars rise
with viewership. The league has plainly 
made the calculation — I suspect a correct 
one — that the buzz about how much people
are willing to pay for tickets in the second-
ary market is far more valuable than the
returns that would come from charging 
more in the first place.

For the NFL to hold back a large block of
tickets for later release would be inconsis-
tent with this plan. It’s true that the ticket
brokers who lost out are participants in the
secondary market that the league itself has
created. But that doesn’t mean they should 
be rewarded for betting the wrong way. 
The market wasn’t manipulated. The mar-
ket worked, and worked well. The public 
anticipated a great Super Bowl, and tickets
were quickly bid up to the market-clearing 
level. The short sellers got caught holding
orders they couldn’t fill. That happens to 
short sellers all the time. If short sellers 
never lost money, everybody would do it.
And if this particular tale of short selling
didn’t happen to involve football, nobody
would care.

The ESPN.com article strongly implies
that the people who bought from the bro-
kers and never got tickets were victims. If
so, they were victims of the brokers, not
of the league. Regular readers will know
that I hold no brief for the NFL. Quite the
contrary. But this is the rare professional
football controversy about which we can
confidently conclude that the NFL is genu-
inely blameless.
Stephen L. Carter is a Bloomberg View columnist 
and a law professor at Yale. 
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Let lower gas prices benefit consumers
 BY TIM PHILLIPS

Falling gasoline prices — are they 
good or bad?

Ask any American consumer 
and the answer will be a resound-

ing “good.” Gas prices have dropped by 
more than a dollar in the last three months. 
This translates into a de facto tax cut of at 
least $125 billion, equivalent to 2.4 million 
middle-class family incomes. For the aver-
age family, the savings this year could be 
$750 or more. The middle class hasn’t seen 
comparable economic relief in years.

Apparently some politicians in Washing-
ton think that’s bad. They have concocted 
a scheme to undo that tax cut by slapping 
higher taxes on gasoline.

The list of tax-happy politicians is grow-
ing longer by the day. In Congress, both 
Democrats and usually anti-tax Republi-
cans have lined up in support of a higher 
gas tax, arguing that it could fund any 
number of big-ticket items on Congress’ to-
do list. They’ve been joined by prominent 
pundits on both sides of the aisle. Their 
proposals vary, with some ranging from 10 
or 20 cents to a dollar or more per gallon.

Yet no gas tax increase, big or small, 
should be on the table. There are many rea-
sons it is a terrible idea for the consumer.

First, higher gas prices mean higher 
prices on goods. Groceries, clothes, elec-
tronics, manufactured goods are all main-

ly transported to your local store via truck. 
So when gas prices go up, so does the cost 
of transporting those goods. This invari-
ably leads to higher prices, not just at the 
pump but at every stop on your daily or 
weekly errand runs.

It isn’t just consumers who think that 
lower gas prices are good. Economists 
agree as well. Lower gas prices mean more 
economic growth. When you and I have 
more money to spend — which we do right 
now, thanks to falling gas prices — we usu-
ally spend it. That’s why economists now 
predict that lower gas prices could add as 
much as half a percentage point of growth 
to the economy this year. A gas tax would 
only stymie or prevent those gains.

Moreover, such growth would create jobs 
and opportunities in the years to come, the 
keys to a strong and lasting economic re-
covery. No wonder the chief executive of 
Caterpillar has said that falling gas prices 
are creating “the kind of stimulus pack-
age that the Federal Reserve or Congress 
could never do.”

Lower gas prices help the middle class 
and the poor most of all. The middle class 
spends more on gasoline than any other 
income group. Households with less than 
$50,000 in income spend, on average, a 
fifth of their wages on energy. Some econ-
omists estimate that the average family is 
saving $100 a month on gas.

Those savings are even more notewor-
thy when you consider that family income
is still lower than it was six years ago. Now,
thanks to falling gas prices, the middle 
class and the poor finally have more money
in their pockets.

Why would Congress jeopardize these
gains with a higher gas tax? The most fre-
quently repeated reason is that it would
restore fiscal solvency to the Highway
Trust Fund, which has been steadily losing 
money for years. But a higher tax isn’t the
solution to this problem. Instead, Congress
should direct the trust fund’s money to be
spent solely on highways, rather than on
the plethora of nonhighway projects that
it currently funds. If Congress made this
simple change, the fund’s financial prob-
lems would be all but fixed overnight; it 
would be 98 percent solvent.

Surely our politicians should reorder
their own spending priorities before slap-
ping higher taxes on the rest of us. They’ve
spent the last six years over-regulating and
over-taxing the economy, thereby prevent-
ing the recovery that the American people
were promised but largely haven’t seen. 
Now that falling gas prices are contribut-
ing to real growth, politicians in Washing-
ton should take their foot off the gas tax 
pedal.
Tim Phillips is the president of Americans for 
Prosperity. This column first appeared in the
Los Angeles Times. 

CHARLIE RIEDEL/AP

Yoav Shapira and Lisa Redpenning, both 
from Boston, display their Super Bowl 
XLIX tickets, which they bought at the 
NFL ticket exchange Saturday  in Phoenix. 
The couple spent $5,800 for their two 
tickets with a face value of $950 each. 
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 BY PAUL MCHALE

Speaking before the World Economic 
Forum in Davos, Switzerland, last 
month, Secretary of State John 
Kerry described global terrorism 

as “nothing more than criminal anarchy, 
a nihilism which illegitimately claims an 
ideological and religious foundation.” Is he 
serious? A de facto Islamic caliphate has 
now been established in the heart of the 
Middle East and Kerry sees it as nothing 
more than a criminal conspiracy. Quick, 
call the cops.

The Obama administration desperately 
wants to end wars, not fight them. Me, too. 
But the reality is that our enemies get a 
vote — and that’s a hard truth that weak 
“leaders” have failed to grasp throughout 
modern history. Returning from Munich 
in 1938, Prime Minister Neville Chamber-
lain wanted to deliver “peace for our time.” 
Instead, by pursuing a policy of appease-
ment, he ushered in the Second World War 
— a war that was ultimately fought and 
won by clear-eyed, tough-minded lead-
ers like Franklin Roosevelt and Winston 
Churchill.

By consistently articulating a policy of 
detached complacency — untethered to 
the battlefield reality in Iraq and Syria — 
President Barack Obama is doing his best 
to declare (though not deliver) peace for 
our time. Like Chamberlain, he’s doomed 
to failure. And much like the period pre-
ceding World War II, that failure of presi-
dential leadership places millions of lives 
in jeopardy.

Do Obama and Kerry really believe 
that the pathetically weak, disjointed and 
nearly incoherent actions taken so far by 

their administration will “degrade and 
ultimately destroy” the hardened (and 
increasingly experienced) fighters of the 
Islamic State? Is there any sign of that suc-
cess to date? Every military analysis I’ve 
seen indicates that the training mission in 
Iraq has achieved little success — and that 
the training of opposition forces to fight 
against the Islamic State in Syria is in even 
worse shape.

As President John F. Kennedy said, “We 
can do better.”

So here are some thoughts regarding the 
core elements of a comprehensive strategy 
to defeat the Islamic State and other mutat-
ing forms of Islamic extremism:

Lead from the front. The president 
needs to toughen up. He’s got the neces-
sary rhetorical skills, but six years into of-
fice his convictions seem only as deep as 
his teleprompter. Sober up, sir. There’s a 
war on. You own it. Mess this one up and no 
one will remember the rest of your legacy. 
Serious leadership — long overdue — will 
require that most of the White House na-
tional security team be replaced by serious 
people. Political operatives need not apply 
for the vacancies.

Recognize the threat. Islamic extrem-
ism is not a criminal conspiracy — it is a 
unified, if often inconsistent, ideology of 
barbaric intolerance. It’s not Islam. It’s 
not a part of Islam. It is, in fact, a strate-
gic threat to the fundamental decency of 
Islam. The American people get that. So 
stop groveling before the fear of religious 
intolerance and pursue the necessary poli-
cies that will protect the American people. 
Crush the Islamic State.

Fight the battle of ideas. The Obama ad-

ministration should use all of its whiz-kid 
social media skills to challenge the moral 
and political legitimacy of the Islamic 
State. Inspire young Americans to defend 
their freedom — online, in print, through 
protest and by conviction. In the context 
of individual liberty, aggressively pursue 
a truthful and relentless comparison be-
tween our beliefs and those of Islamic ex-
tremism. In that confrontation, our ideals 
can take the heat.

Build a diplomatic coalition. In the spirit 
of Roosevelt and Churchill’s 1941 Atlantic 
Charter, Kerry’s State Department should 
draft a short statement of first principles 
— a robust defense of individual freedom, 
tolerance and religious liberty — that by 
design will stand in sharp contrast to the 
barbarism of the Islamic State. Give it 
a good name and get it done within two 
weeks. Coordinate the first draft with 
three or four close allies. Jointly release 
it — and then invite the world’s nations to 
sign up. Pass out “I am Charlie” T-shirts at 
the signing ceremonies.

Put boots on the ground. Define the war 
aims with clarity — and accept account-
ability for success. Determine how many 
U.S. military forces — mostly special oper-
ators and combat support personnel — will 
be required to push the Islamic State back 
into Syria by the end of the Obama admin-
istration. My estimate would be 20,000. 
Expect casualties. Mentor the Iraqi army 
at the front lines. Set no deadline for the 
withdrawal of U.S. forces — but begin 
planning a U.S. retrograde and anticipate 
Iraq’s future border security require-
ments. Invite military partners to join in 
the fight — and make it clear that Europe’s 

domestic security — and future Middle
East stability — will be determined by the 
outcome of this fight.

Anticipate enduring conflict. Islamic
extremism will be with us for decades. We 
can diminish the number of extremists.
We can limit their capacity for violence.
We can shape our military to address the
threat. But it will be a long time before the
ideology of Islamic extremism is fully dis-
credited. The American people should be 
told that truth.

Budget for war. Fight hard and tena-
ciously for the repeal of sequestration.
Explain why that’s important — and then
budget realistically for the challenges 
that lie ahead. Consider a dedicated tax 
increase. In this and every generation, 
Americans are prepared to sacrifice in de-
fense of their freedom — so long as their 
leaders are courageous enough to tell them 
why that sacrifice is necessary.  To date, 
such political courage has been in short
supply.

Enable future presidential leadership. 
Set the conditions during the remaining 
years of the Obama administration so that
the next president can effectively carry on
the fight.

Obama wants to deliver peace for our 
time. Neville Chamberlain and Winston
Churchill laid out the options. Now Mr. 
President, you choose.

Paul McHale is a former Democratic member
of Congress from Pennsylvania, a former
assistant secretary of defense and a retired 
Marine colonel. This column first appeared in
The Philadelphia Inquirer. 

 BY JACKSON DIEHL

The Washington Post

For more than two years, a breach 
has been opening between 
President Barack Obama and the 
foreign policy establishment of the 

Democratic Party. Last week, as Russia 
pressed a new offensive in Ukraine and 
the Senate debated sanctions on Iran, it 
cracked open a little wider.

First came the introduction in the Sen-
ate, and lopsided passage by the Banking 
Committee, of a bill that would place new 
sanctions on Iran if no agreement limits its 
nuclear program by June. Though fiercely 
opposed by Obama, the measure, co-spon-
sored by New Jersey Sen. Robert Menen-
dez, the senior Democrat on the Foreign 
Relations Committee, had won the express 
support of 13 other Democratic senators 
by the end of the week. A letter signed by 
Menendez plus nine of them pledged to 
delay a final floor vote until March 24, the 
deadline set by the administration for fi-
nalizing the framework of a bargain.

While that postponement avoided an im-
mediate confrontation with Obama, the 
larger message of the senators was clear: 
They are “deeply skeptical,” said the let-
ter, that Obama will obtain adequate con-
cessions from Tehran — despite what has 
been an increasingly single-minded diplo-
matic push.

At week’s end came another de facto 
vote of no confidence: a report by eight for-
eign policy luminaries,  released  Monday, 
saying the president should “immediately 
change” his policy of refusing to supply 
Ukraine with weapons to defend its be-
sieged eastern provinces. “Washington,” 
it said bluntly, has “not devoted sufficient 
attention to the threat posed by Russia and 
its implications for Western security. This 
must change.”

This rebuke was signed by Michele 
Flournoy, the deputy defense secretary in 
Obama’s first term; Ivo Daalder, his first-
term NATO ambassador; and Strobe Tal-
bott, a former deputy secretary of state 
who is president of the deep-blue Brook-
ings Institution. It expanded on legisla-
tion calling for arms sales to Ukraine that 
passed Congress last month with sponsors 
that included Menendez and seven other 
Senate Democrats, including Carl Levin, 
of Michigan, the ranking member of the 
Armed Services Committee, and Richard 
Durbin, of Illinois, the second-ranking 
Senate Democrat.

The Democratic rebellion against 
Obama’s policies began with Syria and 
Obama’s refusal to provide support to reb-
els battling the regime of Bashar Assad. 
Obama’s rejection in 2012 of a proposal by 
then-Secretary of State Hillary Rodham 

Clinton and then-CIA Director David Pe-
traeus to train and arm the rebels alienat-
ed a wide swath of the Democratic foreign 
policy mainstream — including Levin, who 
has campaigned for creating a no-fly zone 
in northern Syria, and Rep. Adam Smith, 
of Washington, the ranking Democrat on 
the House Armed Services Committee. 
Smith called for a formal Pentagon train-
ing program for Syrian rebels a year be-
fore Obama finally agreed to it.

The dissension now encompasses 
Ukraine, where Obama is seen as having 
been too slow and limited in his response 
to Russia’s gross violation of international 
treaties guaranteeing European borders, 
and, even more so, Iran — where a growing 
number of Democrats worry that Obama is 
offering too-generous terms while failing 
to challenge Iran’s conventional aggres-
sion in the Middle East, at the expense of 

Israel and traditional U.S. Arab allies.
The rift is not particularly ideological;

this is not a case of Clinton and center-
right allies facing off against Obama and
the party’s more liberal wing, as during
the 2008 presidential primaries. Levin was 
a staunch opponent of the Iraq War, as was 
Daalder. Smith has been a strong Obama
supporter. One of the co-sponsors of the
arms-for-Ukraine legislation was Sen.
Sherrod Brown, D-Ohio, one of the most 
liberal members of the caucus.

Rather, it has more to do with Obama’s
extreme caution in responding to interna-
tional challenges, as in Syria and Ukraine,
and his radical faith that longstanding U.S.
adversaries can be converted into strate-
gic partners. Obama’s reaction to the Iraq 
War, which has been to avoid even indirect 
U.S. military engagement in all other in-
ternational conflicts, has had the effect of 
creating common cause between anti-Iraq 
doves like Levin and Daalder and relative
hawks such as Clinton.

Similarly, Obama’s belief that Iran, if 
granted its nuclear infrastructure and
what it regards as its rightful place in the
Middle East, will play a constructive role
in ending the wars in Syria and Iraq looks 
scary not just to senators like Menendez 
but also to longtime Obama allies like
Virginia’s Tim Kaine, who said in a recent
Senate hearing that he had “a series of very
significant concerns” about the emerging
deal with Tehran.

So far, there’s little sign that the Demo-
cratic criticism has had much effect on 
Obama. He’s still balking at significant
intervention in Syria, still  [undecided on
weapons for] Ukraine, still intently fo-
cused on cutting a deal with Iran. If and 
when that comes, the showdown with his
own party may begin.
Jackson Diehl is deputy editorial page editor for 
The Washington Post. 

Obama foreign policy dividing Democrats

Defeating Islamic State requires comprehensive strategy

SUSAN WALSH/AP

New Jersey  Sen. Robert Menendez,  the senior Democrat on the Foreign Relations 
Committee, is co-sponsor of a bill that does not hew to President Barack Obama’s 
policy on Iran’s nuclear ambitions.
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Harley Davidson, Softail De-
luxe, 2012 $15000.00 Garage
kept bike that has never been
dropped or wrecked. Lots of
extras, if interested contact me
to see the bike in person. Price
is Negotiate able. 01051522578

Motorcycles - Korea 168

2013 Trek FX 7.1 Hybrid Bicycle
$250.00 2 Year old Trek Hybrid
Commuter bike. 17.5 inch/44.5
cm frame size. Works well. Was
ridden around the Seoul area for
the last 2 years. Price is firm but
includes the bike, hand pumped
attached to the frame, green
Protec helmet, combination lock,
and portable stand included in
the picture. Let me know if you
have questions or want to check
it out. 01039021846 mike.iwash
ita@gmail.com

Bicycles 220
Mazda, RX7, 1995 $28000.00
This vehicle is Japanese specs,
highly modified with 430 horse-
power, garage kept, well main-
tained by a Mazda professional,
and has less than 90,000 km on
it. Turbo is fairly new with less
than 3,000 km on it. Many parts
fairly new. I also have a rare
RX6 turbo kit from Japan for
sale, and other Mazda parts.
Price for the car is negotiable for
the serious buyer. Call or email
for more info. Must sell before
summer. Best offer comes first.
Vehicle is located in Germany,
but can ship at customer
expense. 0175-7914858 Wisefa
milie@googlemail.com

Hyundai, Tuscani, 2007
$6700.00 Clean and runs well.
Current SOFA vehicle. V6, 5
Speed manual transmission.
Leather seats. AC, heat, radio,
CD player. Parked in an under-
ground garage for the last 2
years. Call 010-3902-1846 for
more details or to test drive.
01039021846 mike.iwashita@g
mail.com

Futon (Double Size) $50.00
Grey futon with removable and
washable cover for sale. It also
converts easily into a double
size bed. The futon is 4 years
old. You must pick it up. Call me
for more details or to check it
out. 01039021846 mike.iwashit
a@gmail.com

Harley Davidson, Softail De-
luxe, 2012 $15000.00 Garage
kept bike that has never been
dropped or wrecked. Lots of
extras, if interested contact me
to see the bike in person. Price
is Negotiate able. 01051522578

The Company of Military Histor-
ians Member Drive We are an
organization formed in 1949
dedicated to the study and
preservation of military history
and material culture of the
Americas. Our objectives are to
promote and advance the re-
search of military history and
traditions through publications,
exhibits and meetings. We are
collectors, historians, writers,
artists, modelers, and those
involved in living history. We
offer a legacy of scholarly
standards and first class publi-
cations. We publish the quarter-
ly journal - Military Collector &
Historian, and an ongoing series
of color plates-Military Uniforms
in America. For a free sample
issue of our journal, contact
David M. Sullivan, Administrator
P.O. Box 910 Rutland MA
0 1 5 4 3 - 0 9 1 0  P h o n e :
5 0 8 - 7 9 9 - 9 2 2 9  E - m a i l :
c m h h q @ a o l . c o m  o r
DSulli7875@aol.com Visit our
Web site http://www.military-his
torians.org jessicaguthrie@hot
mail.com

Furniture 510Events 041 Motorcycles - Korea 168Autos for Sale 141 Autos for Sale
- Korea 148

Refridgerator, Privileg, Short,
220v $50.00 Short, 220v, Privi-
leg refridgerator, used. In Bad
Windsheim. 0160-92956856
thomas.hamiltoniii@hotmail.com

Jeep, Grand Cherokee Laredo
4x4, 2005 $5500.00 Please call
or text Mike: 0151-1247-9784
for more information or to
request more pictures.
0 1 7 0 4 8 2 4 7 3 5
mjkrgreen@gmail.com

Hyundai, Sonata GLS, 2004
$2700.00 Reliable comfortable
one owner car. Just passed
inspection. Available mid-late
February due to PCS.
07117293774 or 017620250999
mandshurt@me.com

purebred Labrador puppies
in blond and black, born Dec
27,2014. Dewormed, immu-
nized, chipped, with European
shot record and papers. Avail
end of Feb 2015. $1800 We
prefer personal contact under

06346-9595828 after 5 pm.

Subaru wheels for 2007 Impre-
za WRX STI $1700.00 Set of
four, O.Z. Ultraleggera, 18x8
wheels and 2251⁄20 ZR18,
Michelin Pilot Super Sport tires
for sale, 1,700 (originally over
2,400). Will fit 2004-2007 Sub-
aru Impreza. Size: 18x8, Offset:
48mm Backspacing: 6.34,
0160-92956856
thomas.hamiltoniii@hotmail.com

5 GE Soldier's Feldpost (WWII)
Letters with envelopes $9.00
The letters with envelopes were
written by an German soldier
during WWII to his family in
Wetzlar & Lahn (by Giessen). All
are undamaged except the
envelopes--opened by hand.
The writing is clear; the post
marks and or the letters show
the date which the letters were
sent. selandca@yahoo.com

Pets 820

Refridgerator, Liebherr, Tall,
220v $150.00 220v, tall (over
2m), white, Liebherr refrigerator
with three drawer freezer on
bottom. Used. In Bad Wind-
sheim 0160-92956856 thomas.
hamiltoniii@hotmail.com

Honda, CRV, 2010 $20500.00
Great car in nearly perfect
condition. Located in Garmisch.
We love our CRV! Silver with
grey interior leather seats, US
Specs, and we're the only
owners. It's never had any kind
of a mechanical problem. It has
low miles (27,000, all highway
miles), 5-speed automatic trans-
mission, and it handles great in
the snow ice and rain with
real-time 4WD. It's never been
in an accident of any sort, and
there's an extra set of off-rim
snow tires. We can't take it with
us or we would! Great car. (049)
015161203596
eric.t.young@marshallcenter.org

Collectibles 350

Ford ,  Mustang ,  2012
$17500.00 Kelley Blue Book
value is 18400$ - just passed
Inspection and is good for one
year - Premium package Cona
Blue with 19" wheels - LOW
MILAGE: 21200 miles - 305 HP
- Leather Seat - Sync - Shaker
Soundsystem - mainly parked in
t h e  g a r a g e
abroetzmann@yahoo.de

Sport Utility Vehicle 172

Check out websites with
Free Shipping to Military

Plus discount coupons
www.FreeShippingCatalog.com

Subaru , Impreza WRX STI,
2007 $375.00 Cobb, AccessPort
ECU Tuner v2 AP-SUB-002), for
2004-2007 Subaru WRX STI.
Used, disconnected from origi-
nal car it was used on, fully
functional. In Bad Windsheim
0160-92956856
`thomas.hamiltoniii@hotmail.co
m

Nespresso  La t t i ssma+
$200.00 It has been a great
coffee machine for us. We have
two boxes of capsules and a
capsule display case. We are
PCSing and need to regrettably
sell it. Thank you, Dan
ltdanmp@gmail.com

Business 260Automotive 140
Honda, crv, 2010 $20500.00
Great car in nearly perfect
condition. Located in Garmisch.
We love our CRV! Silver with
grey interior leather seats, US
Specs, and we're the only
owners. It's never had any kind
of a mechanical problem. It has
low miles (27,000, all highway
miles), 5-speed automatic trans-
mission, and it handles great in
the snow ice and rain with
real-time 4WD. It's never been
in an accident , and there's an
extra set of off-rim snow tires.
We can't take it with us or we
would! avail now or april.
wildmile@hotmail.com (049)
015161203596
eric.t.young@marshallcenter.org

PCS Sale The following items
are for sale. Prices for some are
negotiable. (New) 12 inch Sub-
woofer Dual Bandpass Box with
neon light hookups and mirrors
$100.00 (New) Bamboo window
blinds $10.00 each Glass Dining
Table $50.00 Glass couch table
$50.00 Big 220 Transformer
$25.00 Medium Transformer
$15.00 AB Lounge Ultra $50.00
0175-7914858
Wisefamilie@googlemail.com

Dodge, Stratus SXT, 2004
$3000.00 Clean, reliable car
owned by original owner. All
weather tires. MP3 CD player.
Power steering, windows, locks,
mirrors, and sunroof. Asking
$3000 OBO. More photos avail-
able.
travis_helm2005@yahoo.com

Furniture/Appliances 511
PCS Sale 780

Chevrolet, Camaro SS, 1971
$21500.00 Excellent condition ,

350 engine, automatic with A
, red exterior, black interior. The
engine has recently been re-
stored from a engine shop and
has 3000 miles since the
rebuild. The car runs strong and
sounds even better. If you have
any questions please feel free to
contact me.
californiawings@gmail.com

** SKI Garmisch**
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km

Nth of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna
36eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst,

dogs welcome. 08824-9120
www.forsthaus-oberau.de

Let's Celebrate
Announce the birth of a child,
marriage, or perhaps an
anniversary in Stars and Stripes!

Call us: +49 (0)631 351 3612
please note, we do not have voice mail

Dacia Renault, Logan, 2007
$3000.00 Electric windows man-
ual seats CD Player Winter
Tires Reg good until 2016
49.174.9256094
Auburn.wde.75@gmail.com

Out of Kalamazoo County
Paperback: 126 Pages.
Available: Amazon.com/books.

$8.86 Also available from
Barnes and Noble. Personal
memories of a boyhood on a
farm in southern Michigan, and
later of his career in the US Air
Force as a Non-combatant
(without deadly force).

Travel 1000Autos for Sale
- Italy 144

Announcements 040
PCSing?

US Mil ID card holders can sell
personel belongs on Stripes

Classified for free! Visit:
classifieds.stripes.com/europe

to set up an account.

Books 250Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Honda, CR-V, 2001 $3600.00
The perfect camping and road-
trip car. Lots of room inside and
the seats transform into 2
full-size beds. Trunk also in-
cludes a convertible table for
tailgating. -Other features: 4-
wheel drive, all-season tires,
leather seats, cruise control, tow
package, side-hinge tailgate, full
size spare tire. 157K miles.
Regularly maintained at Ertl in
Graf.-Passed inspection Jan.
21, 2015.- Currently parked at
G r a f  P X  l e m o n  l o t .
01622733337
jeremy.s.buddemeier.civ@mail.
mil

Passing of a loved one?
You can place an Obituary in
Stars and Stripes. Call us at:

+49 (0)631 3615 9012
no voice mail

Mercedes Benz, 350 CLK,
2008 $14500.00 US Spec Black
, with black leather interior,
wood effect dash board. CD
player both sincle and multi-
change. US Navigation--Car is
in excellent condition--must see
+49-6371-479201

House 30 km south of
Ramstein, 230 sq-m, 9 rms,
built-in kitchen, 3 baths, 2
balconies, 1 garage, 800 sq-m
yard. 1460 Euro cold / month.
Pictures available upon request.

joachimpeifer@yahoo.de
01739103937

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

House Unfurnished 878Obituaries 750

Mercedes-Benz, Marco Polo,
2008 $35000.00 Pop Top
Camper, Deluxe Package,
Sleeps 4, Diesel, Automatic, Air,
Dual Air Bags, Deluxe Stereo
with iPod connector, GPS, War-
ranty, Dealer Maintained, Ga-
rage Kept, Awning, Curtains,
Bike Rake, Towing Package,
Stove, Frig, Heated Seats. ed_t
hornburg@yahoo.com

THE UNITED STATES COM-
MEMORATIVE PRESIDENTIAL
COLLECTION FRAMED $90.00
THE UNITED STATES COM-
MEMORATIVE PRESIDENTIAL
C O L L E C T I O N  F R A M E D
COINS-- BILLS -- STAMPS ---
2- 1776-1976 Eisenhower Dollar
+ Eisenhower Dollar Reverse 2-
1776-1976 Kennedy Half Dollar
+Kennedy Half Dollar Reverse
2-1776-1976 Washington Quar-
ter + Washington Quarter Re-
verse 2-1974 Roosevelt Dime +
Roosevelt Dime Reverse 1-
1945 War Nickel, Jefferson
Nickel Reverse 1-1943 Steel
Cent, 1974 Lincoln Cent, Memo-
rial Reverse 1-1944 Wartime
Cent, Wheat line Reverse 4
Stamps - USA 13 cents com-
memorating July 4, 1776 One
Two dollar bill reverse One
Silver Certificate One dollar bill
series 1935 D 017684658955
spvendor@gmail.com

Trucks 174

Mazda, RX-7, 1995 $30000.00
This vehicle is Japanese specs,
right hand drive, highly modified
with 430 horsepower, garage
kept, well maintained by a
Mazda professional. Turbo is
fairly new with less than 3,000
km on it, and the car itself has
less than 90,000 km.The decals
on the hood have been re-
moved. Some of the upgrades
include Power FC and FC
Commander, Greddy Turbo
Timer, Greddy Big Turbo, HKS
SSQV Blow off Valve, MSD
Ignition, and sport exhaust with
detachable silencer. I have a full
list of the vehicles upgrades and
accessories upon request. I also
have a rare RX6 turbo kit from
Japan and other Mazda parts for
sale at a discount. Selling Price
of the vehicle is negotiable and
can be paid in dollars or Euro.
Best offer comes first. Only
serious inquiries please. Vehicle
is located in Germany near
Kaiserslautern. Call or email for
more info. 0175-7914858 or
Wisefamilie@aim.com
Wisefamilie@googlemail.com

1953 Life Magazine, Internation-
al Edition (in English) $19.00
The magazine is dated 1 June
19532. The feature article in this
76-page magazine is the coro-
nation of Queen Elizabeth II.
Other articles incl. the return of
U.S. POWs from North Korea, a
short guide to the Truce Talks,
and StalinâÄ™s Secrets. The
magazine is 14 in. long X 10 Â½
in. wide. It is in good condition,
with some wear at the edges of
the covers. The pages are intact
with no rips, tears, or pen or
p e n c i l  m a r k i n g s .
selandca@yahoo.com

Saturn, Vue 3.5L V6 AWD,
2006 $6300.00 I am the original
owner and in the last year I have
replaced at about 100k miles: all
of the shocks and struts, the
timing belt, serpentine belt, all
ABS sensors, the front rotors,
brakes front and rear, all four
tires: Goodyear all-season tires,
both front wheel hub bearing
assemblies, windshield wiper
blades front and rear, K&N air
filter, K&N oil filter twice, Mobile
1 5w-20 oil twice, Transmission
flush fill and service I replaced
the spark plus with iridium plugs
about two years ago.
ltdanmp@gmail.com

Automotive 140 Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Tax Assistance 940Sport Utility Vehicle 172Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Announcements 040 Collectibles 350



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S • F3HIJKLM                 PAGE 23Wednesday, February 4, 2015

SCOREBOARD

Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules.
myafn.net

Sports 
on AFN

College basketball

AP Men’s Top 25
The top 25 teams in The Associated 

Press’ college basketball poll, with first-
place votes in parentheses, records 
through Feb. 1, total points based on 
25 points for a first-place vote through 
one point for a 25th-place vote and last 
week’s ranking:
 Record Pts Prv
 1. Kentucky (65) 21-0 1,625 1
 2. Gonzaga 22-1 1,503 3
 3. Virginia 19-1 1,470 2
 4. Duke 18-3 1,416 4
 5. Wisconsin 19-2 1,381 5
 6. Arizona 20-2 1,338 6
 7. Villanova 19-2 1,209 7
 8. Kansas 18-3 1,177 9
 9. Louisville 18-3 1,114 10
10. Notre Dame 20-3 1,072 8
11. Iowa St. 16-4 892 15
12. North Carolina 17-5 861 13
13. Utah 17-4 824 11
14. N. Iowa 20-2 792 18
15. West Virginia 18-3 779 17
16. Wichita St. 19-3 678 12
17. Maryland 18-4 508 16
18. VCU 17-4 479 14
19. Baylor 16-5 420 20
20. Ohio St. 17-5 358 —
21. Oklahoma 14-7 312 24
22. Butler 16-6 250 25
23. SMU 18-4 221 —
24. Georgetown 15-6 162 21
25. Texas 14-7 106 19

Others receiving votes: Texas A&M 40, 
Seton Hall 22, Arkansas 21, Indiana 18, 
San Diego St. 18, Colorado St. 11, Dayton 
9, Tulsa 8, Xavier 8, Stephen F. Austin 5, 
Providence 3, Stanford 3, Louisiana Tech 
2, Murray St. 2, Oklahoma St. 2, Temple 2, 
Georgia 1, Michigan St. 1, Rhode Island 1, 
Valparaiso 1.

USA Today Men’s Top 25
The top 25 teams in the USA Today 

men’s college basketball poll, with first-
place votes in parentheses, records 
through Feb. 1, points based on 25 points 
for a first-place vote through one point 
for a 25th-place vote and previous rank-
ing:
 Record Pts Pvs
 1. Kentucky (31) 21-0 799 1
 2. Gonzaga (1) 22-1 749 3
 3. Virginia 19-1 709 2
 4. Wisconsin 19-2 703 5
 5. Duke 18-3 691 4
 6. Arizona 20-2 650 6
 7. Villanova 19-2 595 7
 8. Louisville 18-3 560 9
 9. Kansas 18-3 549 11
10. Notre Dame 20-3 530 8
11. Utah 17-4 417 10
12. West Virginia 18-3 408 17
13. North Carolina 17-5 399 14
14. Iowa State 16-4 396 16
15. Northern Iowa 20-2 374 18
16. Maryland 18-4 319 13
17. Wichita State 19-3 316 12
18. VCU 17-4 214 15
19. Baylor 16-5 207 19
20. Ohio State 17-5 173 —
21. Oklahoma 14-7 138 —
22. Butler 16-6 94 —
23. SMU 18-4 68 —
24. Georgetown 15-6 57 22
25. Indiana 16-6 49 21

Others receiving votes: Arkansas 39, 
Colorado State 37, Texas 37, Dayton 27, 
San Diego State 25, Texas A&M 16, Wyo-
ming 10, Providence 9, Tulsa 8, Seton Hall 
7, Stephen F. Austin 7, Michigan State 5, 
TCU 5, Stanford 2, LSU 1, Valparaiso 1.

Monday’s men’s scores
EAST

American U. 57, Holy Cross 50
NJIT 86, Hampton 67
Pittsburgh 72, Bryant 67
Siena 79, Rider 72

SOUTH
Catawba 82, Chowan 80, 2OT
Coppin St. 80, Morgan St. 67
Fort Valley St. 60, Morehouse 58
Howard 83, Md.-Eastern Shore 74
Jackson St. 69, Ark.-Pine Bluff 45
MVSU 68, Grambling St. 65
McNeese St. 73, SE Louisiana 60
NC Central 85, Florida A&M 43
Nicholls St. 67, New Orleans 55
Spring Hill 51, Miles 45
Union (Ky.) 96, Berea 72
Virginia 75, North Carolina 64
Winthrop 77, Charleston Southern 55
Xavier (NO) 56, Edward Waters 45

MIDWEST
Ferris St. 96, Grand Valley St. 85, OT
Findlay 71, Wayne (Mich.) 67, OT
Green Bay 71, Wright St. 58
Kansas 89, Iowa St. 76
Lake Superior St. 76, Northwood 

(Mich.) 72
N. Michigan 67, Michigan Tech 62
Saginaw Valley St. 59, Hillsdale 56

SOUTHWEST
Alabama St. 73, Prairie View 71
College of Faith 76, McMurry 72
Houston Baptist 77, Abilene Christian 

61
Sam Houston St. 79, Lamar 50
Texas Southern 68, Alabama A&M 65, 

OT
Texas-Dallas 68, Hardin-Simmons 62

AP Top 25 Men’s schedule
Wednesday’s games

No. 4 Duke vs. Georgia Tech
No. 7 Villanova vs. Marquette
No. 20 Ohio State at Purdue
No. 10 Notre Dame vs. Boston College
No. 16 Wichita State at Bradley
No. 17 Maryland vs. Penn State
No. 18 VCU at George Mason
No. 19 Baylor vs. TCU
No. 24 Georgetown vs. Providence
No. 25 Texas vs. Oklahoma State  

AP Women’s Top 25
The top 25 teams in The Associated 

Press’ women’s college basketball poll, 
with first-place votes in parentheses, 
records through Feb. 1, total points 
based on 25 points for a first-place vote 
through one point for a 25th-place vote 
and last week’s ranking:
 Record Pts Prv
 1. South Carolina (26) 21-0 842 1
 2. UConn (8) 20-1 824 2
 3. Baylor 20-1 776 3
 4. Notre Dame 21-2 748 4
 5. Maryland 19-2 680 5
 6. Tennessee 19-3 676 6
 7. Oregon St. 19-1 650 7
 8. Louisville 19-2 629 8
 9. Florida St. 20-2 561 9
10. Arizona St. 20-2 528 11
11. Kentucky 17-5 481 10
12. Stanford 16-5 437 12
13. North Carolina 18-4 408 16
14. Texas A&M 17-5 395 12
15. Duke 15-6 356 17
16. Iowa 17-4 303 20
17. Mississippi St. 22-3 296 18
18. Princeton 19-0 288 19
19. Nebraska 17-4 265 15
20. Texas 15-5 201 14
21. Rutgers 16-5 168 22
22. Georgia 17-5 138 21
23. Chattanooga 18-3 92 25
24. George Washington 19-2 69 —
25. Syracuse 15-6 60 23

Others receiving votes: Seton Hall 57, 
Green Bay 49, South Florida 20, Oklaho-
ma 10, Florida Gulf Coast 9, California 8, 
LSU 8, Dayton 4, James Madison 4, Mid-
dle Tennessee 3, Minnesota 3, Gonzaga 
2, DePaul 1, Fresno St. 1.

USA Today Women’s Top 25
The top 25 teams in the USA Today 

women’s college basketball poll, with 
first-place votes in parentheses, records 
through Jan. 26, points based on 25 
points for a first-place vote through one 
point for a 25th-place vote and previous 
ranking:
 Record Pts Pvs
 1. South Carolina (25) 19-0 793 1
 2. UConn (7) 18-1 775 2
 3. Baylor 18-1 734 3
 4. Notre Dame 19-2 702 5
 5. Maryland 17-2 663 6
 6. Tennessee 17-3 621 7
 7. Oregon State 18-1 607 8
 8. Louisville 18-2 592 4
 9. Florida State 19-2 473 17
10. Kentucky 16-4 451 14
11. Arizona State 18-2 445 12
12. North Carolina 17-4 395 11
13. Texas 14-4 394 9
14. Texas A&M 16-5 385 10
15. Stanford 15-5 376 16
16. Duke 14-6 341 13
17. Iowa 16-3 320 18
18. Mississippi State 21-2 248 20
19. Nebraska 15-4 246 15
20. Georgia 17-4 205 19
21. Princeton 17-0 138 21
22. Syracuse 15-5 105 22
23. Rutgers 14-5 101 23
24. George Washington 18-2 75 24
25. Seton Hall 19-2 67 25

Others receiving votes: South Florida 
33, James Madison 24, Oklahoma 21, De-
Paul 14, Washington 12, Iowa State 7, St. 
John’s 7, UALR 6, Western Kentucky 6, Mi-
ami 5, LSU 4, Northwestern 4, Florida Gulf 
Coast 3, Gonzaga 2.

Monday’s women’s scores
EAST

Bryant 73, St. Francis (Pa.) 71
CCSU 68, LIU Brooklyn 54
Robert Morris 71, Fairleigh Dickinson 

58
St. Francis (NY) 52, Mount St. Mary’s 

46
Washington (Md.) 52, Swarthmore 50

SOUTH
Ark.-Pine Bluff 57, Jackson St. 49
Campbell 62, Winthrop 52
Charleston Southern 70, UNC Ashe-

ville 57
Chattanooga 64, ETSU 56
Duke 66, Louisville 58
Florida St. 62, Syracuse 52
Furman 78, UNC-Greensboro 70
Gardner-Webb 50, Presbyterian 47
Grambling St. 62, MVSU 31
High Point 77, Longwood 63
Howard 92, Md.-Eastern Shore 90, OT
LSU 74, Missouri 65
Liberty 75, Radford 39
Mercer 74, Samford 59
Miles 70, Spring Hill 63
Morgan St. 62, Coppin St. 53
NC Central 59, Florida A&M 48
Wofford 59, W. Carolina 49
Xavier (NO) 70, Edward Waters 57

MIDWEST
Hillsdale 67, Saginaw Valley St. 49
Indiana 72, Purdue 55
Michigan Tech 57, N. Michigan 49
Northwood (Mich.) 69, Lake Superior 

St. 54
Ohio St. 76, Michigan St. 62
Wayne (Mich.) 93, Findlay 70

SOUTHWEST
Alabama St. 73, Prairie View 65
Hardin-Simmons 64, Texas-Dallas 57
Texas Southern 67, Alabama A&M 54
Wayland Baptist 63, McMurry 48

FAR WEST
California 57, Washington St. 54
Oregon 63, Southern Cal 57
Oregon St. 82, UCLA 64
Stanford 82, Washington 69

AP Women’s Top 25 schedule
Wednesday’s games

No. 3 Baylor at Oklahoma State
No. 20 Texas at Kansas State 

Tennis

Open Sud de France
Monday

At Arena Montpellier
Montpellier, France

Purse: $559,500 (WT250)
Surface: Hard-Indoor

Singles
First Round

Tobias Kamke, Germany, def. Vincent 
Millot, France, 2-6, 6-3, 7-5.

Joao Sousa (7), Portugal, def. Laurent 
Lokoli, France, 6-2, 6-4.

Jerzy Janowicz (5), Poland, def. Dustin 
Brown, Germany, 2-6, 7-6 (1), 7-5.

Doubles
First Round

Malek Jaziri, Tunisia, and Marc Lopez, 
Spain, def. Lucas Pouille and Gilles Si-
mon, France, 6-3, 6-4. 

Zagreb Indoors
Monday

At Dom Sportova
Zagreb, Croatia

Purse: $559,500 (WT250)
Surface: Hard-Indoor

Singles
First Round

Ricardas Berankis, Lithuania, def. Lu-
kas Lacko, Slovakia, 6-0, 6-2.

Sergiy Stakhovsky, Ukraine, def. Borna 
Coric, Croatia, 6-2, 6-4.

Doubles
First Round

Gilles Muller, Luxembourg, and Igor 
Sijsling, Netherlands, def. Mate Delic and 
Nikola Mektic, Croatia, 6-1, 6-7 (5), 10-2.

Sergey Betov and Alexander Bury (4), 
Belarus, def. Andreas Seppi, Italy, and 
Mikhail Youzhny, Russia, 6-4, 3-6, 10-2. 

Ecuador Open
Monday

At Club Jacaranda-Cumbaya
Quito, Ecuador

Purse: $494,310 (WT250)
Surface: Clay-Outdoor

Singles
First Round

Horacio Zeballos, Argentina, def. Aus-
tin Krajicek, United States, 7-6 (3), 6-4.

Albert Montanes, Spain, def. Facundo 
Arguello, Argentina, 6-1, 6-3.

College baseball

Monday’s scores
SOUTHWEST

Angelo St. 8-2, McMurry 4-3
St. Edward’s 5-2, Ouachita Baptist 4-3

Deals

Monday’s transactions
BASEBALL

Major League Baseball
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER OF 

BASEBALL — Named Frank Robinson se-
nior adviser and the honorary president 
of the American League. Suspended 
Boston minor league SS Ricardo Cubil-
lan (Lowell-NYP) 76 games after testing
positive for a metabolite of Nandrolone;
free agent minor league INF Wilson Bete-
mit 50 games and San Francisco minor 
league RHP Ethan Miller (Salem-NWL)
after testing positive for Amphetamine; 
and free agent minor league 1B Tanner
Norton 50 games following a second
positive test for a drug of abuse; all vio-
lations of the Minor League Drug Preven-
tion and Treatment Program.

American League
LOS ANGELES ANGELS — Agreed to

terms with RHP Garrett Richards on a 
one-year contract.

TAMPA BAY RAYS — Signed RHP 
Ronald Belisario, INF Alexi Casilla and 
LHP Robert Zarate to minor league con-
tracts.

National League
ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS — Agreed

to terms with C Gerald Laird on a minor 
league contract.

CINCINNATI REDS — Agreed to terms 
with LHP Paul Maholm on a minor league 
contract.

NEW YORK METS — Agreed to terms 
with 1B Lucas Duda on a one-year con-
tract. Named Ryan Ellis short-season hit-
ting coordinator, Benny DiStefano out-
field coordinator, Lamar Johnson hitting
coordinator.

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS — Agreed to
terms with 1B Brandon Belt on a one-
year contract and with RHP Cory Gear-
rin, LHP Braulio Lara, RHP Curtis Partch,
LHP Nikolas Turley, INF Carlos Triunfel
and OF Justin Maxwell on minor league 
contracts.

WASHINGTON NATIONALS — Agreed
to terms with RHP Casey Janssen on a 
one-year contract. Designated RHP Eric 
Fornataro for assignment.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

DETROIT PISTONS — Signed G John Lu-
cas III to a 10-day contract.

GOLDEN STATE WARRIORS—Signed 
F James Michael McAdoo to second 10-
day contract.
Women’s National Basketball Association

NEW YORK LIBERTY — Signed G Tani-
sha Wright, C Carolyn Swords and F Re-
becca Allen.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

ATLANTA FALCONS — Named Dan 
Quinn coach.

CINCINNATI BENGALS — Signed OT
Matthew O’Donnell.

WASHINGTON REDSKINS — Named
Robb Akey defensive line coach.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

DALLAS STARS — Recalled D Jyrki 
Jokipakka from Texas (AHL).

MONTREAL CANADIENS — Recalled F 
Jacob de la Rose from Hamilton (AHL).

SOCCER
Major League Soccer

NEW YORK RED BULLS — Announced 
MF Tim Cahill has left the team by mu-
tual agreement.

NEW YORK CITY FC — Signed F Adam 
Nemec.

TORONTO FC — Announced F Sebas-
tian Giovinco was transferred from Ju-
ventus (Serie A-Italy)

COLLEGE
 UTAH — Announced running backs

coach Dennis Erickson was named assis-
tant head football coach; quarterbacks
coach Aaron Roderick and offensive line
coach Jim Harding were named co-offen-
sive coordinators, and recruiting coordi-
nator Morgan Scalley will coach special
teams. Named John Pease defensive co-
ordinator and defensive line coach and 
Justin Ena linebackers coach.

College hockey

NCAA Division I poll
MINNEAPOLIS — The top 20 teams in 

the NCAA Division I men’s ice hockey
poll, compiled by U.S. College Hockey
Online, with first-place votes in paren-
theses, records through Feb. 1 and previ-
ous ranking:
 Record Pts Pvs
 1. Minnesota State (20) 21-5-1 952 3
 2. North Dakota (14) 19-6-2 946 1
 3. Boston U. (16) 16-4-4 945 2
 4. Nebraska-Omaha 16-7-3 841 5
 5. Michigan Tech 20-7-1 740 8
 6. Harvard 12-5-2 708 4
 7. Minnesota-Duluth 15-10-1 680 7
 8. Bowling Green 15-6-5 606 6
 8. Miami (Ohio) 15-9-1 606 9
10. Denver 15-9-1 536 11
11. Boston College 16-8-2 488 14
12. Massachusetts-Lowell 16-8-3 482 10
13. Providence 16-9-1 405 12
14. Michigan 15-8-0 324 13
15. Yale 12-6-3 297 16
16. Quinnipiac 16-8-2 261 18
17. Vermont 15-9-2 196 15
18. Merrimack 14-9-3 173 19
19. Robert Morris 19-5-4 111 20
20. Colgate 14-9-3 70 17

Others receiving votes: Penn State 
42, St. Lawrence 29, Minnesota 26, Dart-
mouth 14, Bemidji State 8, St. Cloud State 
7, Western Michigan 5, Canisius 2.

Monday’s scores
EAST

Harvard vs. Boston U., ppd., snow
Boston College vs. Northeastern, ppd.,

snow

Pro baseball

Remaining free agents
NEW YORK — The 57 remaining free 

agents (q-did not accept $15.3 million 
qualifying offer from former team):

AMERICAN LEAGUE
BALTIMORE (3) — Alexi Casilla, inf; Jo-

han Santana, lhp; Joe Saunders, lhp.
BOSTON (2) — Burke Badenhop, rhp; 

Ryan Dempster, rhp.
CHICAGO (3) — Paul Konerko, 1b; Matt 

Lindstom, rhp; Felipe Paulino, rhp.
CLEVELAND (1) — Jason Giambi, 1b.
DETROIT (2) — Joba Chamberlain, rhp; 

Phil Coke, lhp.
HOUSTON (2) — Matt Albers, rhp; Jose 

Veras, rhp.
KANSAS CITY (3) — Raul Ibanez, of; q-

James Shields, rhp; Josh Willingham, of.
LOS ANGELES (3) — Sean Burnett, lhp; 

John McDonald, ss; Joe Thatcher, lhp.
MINNESOTA (1) — Jared Burton, rhp.
NEW YORK (2) — Rich Hill, lhp; Derek 

Jeter, ss.
OAKLAND (1) — Hiroyuki Nakajima, ss
SEATTLE (4) — Joe Beimel, lhp; Frank-

lin Gutierrez, of; Humberto Quintero, c; 
Chris Young, rhp.

TEXAS (1) — Scott Baker, rhp.
TORONTO (3) — Casey Janssen, rhp; 

Munenori Kawasaki, inf; Dustin Mc-
Gowan, rhp.

NATIONAL LEAGUE
ATLANTA (2) — Ryan Doumit, c; Gerald 

Laird, c.
CHICAGO (1) — Carlos Villanueva, 

rhp.
CINCINNATI (1) — Ryan Ludwick, of.
COLORADO (2) — Matt Belisle, rhp; 

Franklin Morales, lhp.
LOS ANGELES (6) — Josh Beckett, rhp; 

Kevin Correia, rhp; Roberto Hernandez, 
rhp; Paul Maholm, lhp; Chris Perez, rhp; 
Jamey Wright, rhp.

MIAMI (3) — Rafael Furcal, ss; Kevin 
Gregg, rhp; Reed Johnson, of.

MILWAUKEE (3) — Lyle Overbay, 1b; 
Francisco Rodriguez, rhp; Rickie Weeks, 
2b.

NEW YORK (1) — Bobby Abreu, of.
PHILADELPHIA (3) — Mike Adams, rhp; 

Kyle Kendrick, rhp; Wil Nieves, c.
ST. LOUIS (1) — Mark Ellis, 2b.
WASHINGTON (3) — Scott Hairston, of; 

Nate Schierholtz, of; Rafael Soriano, rhp. 

Golf

PGA Tour statistics
Through Feb. 1

Scoring Average
1, Brooks Koepka, 68.69. 2, Webb 

Simpson, 68.93. 3, Ryan Palmer, 69.25. 
4, Francesco Molinari, 69.50. 5, Bubba 
Watson, 69.61. 6, Robert Streb, 69.63. 7, 
Rickie Fowler, 69.75. 8, Jason Day, 69.76. 9, 
Will MacKenzie, 69.78. 10, Jimmy Walker, 
69.78.

Driving Distance
1, Brooks Koepka, 315.0. 2, Tony Finau, 

309.5. 3, Ryan Palmer, 308.6. 4, Hiroshi 
Iwata, 307.5. 5 (tie), Charlie Beljan, Cory 
Whitsett and Morgan Hoffmann, 306.7. 
8, Paul Casey, 306.6. 9, Patrick Rodgers, 
306.0. 10, Brendan Steele, 305.7.

Driving Accuracy Percentage
1, Ben Crane, 79.02%. 2, Francesco Mo-

linari, 76.51%. 3, David Toms, 76.13%. 4, 
Jason Knutzon, 75.89%. 5, Jason Dufner, 
75.69%. 6, Steve Alker, 75.18%. 7, Ben Cur-
tis, 73.57%. 8, Antonio Lascuna, 73.21%. 
9, Colt Knost, 72.75%. 10, Charlie Wi, 
72.32%.

Greens in Regulation Pct.
1, Jason Day, 77.08%. 2 (tie), Will 

MacKenzie and Kevin Stadler, 76.85%. 4, 
Hunter Mahan, 75.79%. 5, Stewart Cink, 
75.60%. 6 (tie), Geoff Ogilvy and Robert 
Allenby, 75.56%. 8, Paul Casey, 75.25%. 9, 
Webb Simpson, 75.00%. 10, Kevin Chap-
pell, 74.60%.

Total Driving
1, Bubba Watson, 54. 2, Kevin Chappell, 

62. 3, Phil Mickelson, 71. 4, Chez Reavie, 
76. 5, Paul Casey, 77. 6, Charlie Beljan, 84. 
7, Lucas Glover, 87. 8, Keegan Bradley, 
93. 9, Harrison Frazar, 94. 10, Hideki Mat-
suyama, 95.

Putting Average
1, Jason Day, 1.658. 2, Hiroshi Iwata, 

1.660. 3, Jonas Blixt, 1.669. 4, Bryce Mold-
er, 1.674. 5, Phil Mickelson, 1.676. 6, Fred 
Funk, 1.681. 7, Justin Thomas, 1.689. 8, 
Cory Whitsett, 1.691. 9, Jimmy Walker, 
1.694. 10, Fabian Gomez, 1.695.

Birdie Average
1, Jason Day, 5.38. 2, Phil Mickelson, 

5.33. 3, Bubba Watson, 5.25. 4, Jimmy 
Walker, 5.05. 5, Webb Simpson, 4.94. 6, 
Tony Finau, 4.71. 7, Fabian Gomez, 4.68. 8, 
Seung-yul Noh, 4.64. 9, Ryan Palmer, 4.63. 
10, Paul Casey, 4.55.

Eagles (Holes per)
1, Brooks Koepka, 54.0. 2, Gary Wood-

land, 63.0. 3, Jarrod Lyle, 66.0. 4 (tie), Ryan 
Palmer, Aaron Baddeley, Vijay Singh and 
Lee Westwood, 72.0. 8, Scott Pinckney, 
75.6. 9 (tie), Boo Weekley and Tim Wilkin-
son, 79.2.

Sand Save Percentage
1, Brendon Todd, 90.91%. 2, Fred Funk, 

83.33%. 3, Sung Joon Park, 79.31%. 4, 
Chad Collins, 78.13%. 5, Patrick Reed, 
76.92%. 6 (tie), Jamie Donaldson and 
Chris Kirk, 75.00%. 8, Lee Westwood, 
73.33%. 9 (tie), Cory Whitsett and Cam-
eron Smith, 71.43%.

All-Around Ranking
1, Robert Streb, 284. 2, Ryan Palmer, 

324. 3 (tie), Jimmy Walker and Webb 
Simpson, 339. 5, Bubba Watson, 345. 6, 
Shawn Stefani, 352. 7, Brooks Koepka, 
359. 8, Hideki Matsuyama, 386. 9, Jason 
Day, 435. 10, Lee Westwood, 438.

PGA Tour FedEx Cup leaders
Through Feb. 1

Rank Player Points YTD Money
 1. Jimmy Walker 957 $2,003,607
 2. Robert Streb 879 $1,729,908
 3. Bubba Watson 833 $2,030,400
 4. Charley Hoffman 757 $1,583,091
 5. Sang-Moon Bae 721 $1,571,967
 6. Brooks Koepka 693 $1,558,267
 7. Ben Martin 684 $1,398,000
 8. Patrick Reed 664 $1,338,070
 9. Ryan Moore 643 $1,503,000
10. Hideki Matsuyama 619 $1,350,092
11. Bill Haas 566 $1,134,030
12. Shawn Stefani 539 $1,015,719
13. Scott Piercy 525 $993,099
14. Matt Kuchar 494 $869,422
15. Kevin Streelman 483 $904,863
16. Tim Clark 449 $997,715
17. Brendon de Jonge 434 $740,455
18. Steven Bowditch 404 $763,747
19. Nick Taylor 378 $839,765
20. Ryan Palmer 374 $752,644
21. Gary Woodland 367 $859,117
22. Russell Knox 354 $699,975
23. Russell Henley 346 $696,845
24. Tony Finau 345 $688,824
25. Martin Laird 333 $692,790
26. Justin Thomas 333 $664,936
27. Brendan Steele 330 $520,157
28. Will MacKenzie 329 $650,386
29. Kevin Na 328 $679,705
30. Jason Bohn 324 $673,415
31. Rory Sabbatini 305 $527,173
32. Harris English 295 $476,021
33. Webb Simpson 284 $558,517
34. Boo Weekley 282 $596,907
35. Chris Kirk 279 $475,495
36. Danny Lee 256 $514,728
37. Hunter Mahan 255 $466,162
37. Sung Joon Park 255 $429,630
39. Jerry Kelly 253 $484,472
40. Sergio Garcia 249 $591,167
41. Colt Knost 240 $343,888
42. Andres Gonzales 237 $433,334
43. John Peterson 222 $269,993
44. Zac Blair 221 $374,617
45. John Senden 218 $438,870
46. Brandt Snedeker 216 $443,693
47. Hudson Swafford 207 $373,659
48. Jason Kokrak 204 $270,837
49. Nicholas Thompson 203 $307,134
50. Steve Wheatcroft 200 $396,333
51. Jeff Overton 199 $178,354
52. Daniel Berger 196 $333,065
53. Jason Day 195 $401,111
54. Andrew Svoboda 194 $332,281
55. Fabian Gomez 190 $317,520
56. David Hearn 185 $369,895
57. Daniel Summerhays 184 $190,437
58. David Lingmerth 183 $267,270
59. Mark Wilson 181 $323,955 
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BY PAT GRAHAM

The Associated Press

BEAVER CREEK, Colo. — Bode Miller 
and Aksel Lund Svindal will compete in 
just about anything, even who can return 
faster from surgery.

This race, though, between friendly ri-
vals was almost too close to call.

A little more than two months removed 
from a procedure to fix a herniated disk 
in his back, the 37-year-old Miller said 
Monday he’s hoping to race in the super-G, 
downhill and possibly the super-combined 
at the world championships.

Later that day, and not to be outdone, 
Svindal, the standout from Norway, an-
nounced he was going to test out his torn 
left Achilles in a downhill training session 
Tuesday to see if it can hold up to the rigors 
of racing. Svindal had what was thought to 
be season-ending surgery in October.

Although they’re on the mend, no way 
these two veterans — with a combined 781 
World Cup starts and nine Olympic med-
als — can be any sort of factor at worlds, 
right?

“I wouldn’t be surprised if either one of 
them is on the podium in this world cham-
pionships,” said Norwegian skier Kjetil 
Jansrud, who won the super-G at the Sochi 
Olympics. “Aksel’s been injured before and 
knows what it takes to get back. And Bode, 
he’s such a good skier that he can show up 
anywhere and do well if his back is OK.

“It’s good for the sport, having the big 
stars back.”

The 32-year-old Svindal’s return in time 
for worlds was somewhat of a stunner. 
Even his doctors didn’t think he’d be back 
this soon. Svindal will wear a boot that has 
some of the foam taken out, since his Achil-
les is now about four times its original size. 
But there’s no longer any pain.

Still, Svindal’s a little fearful of one thing 
— being slow.

“The only risk would be that I [stink]. 
That’s a risk I’m willing to take,” said 
Svindal, the defending world champion in 
the downhill. “If you don’t race, you don’t 
have a chance. At least I’m here and have a 
chance of making something happen.”

Same goes for Miller . This is a course 
that favors his aggressive style of skiing. 
He’s won four times on the Birds of Prey 
course.

“Everything went as well as I could’ve 
hoped,” Miller said of his recovery. “I’m 
here and ready to race.

“I’m going to try to win the races. If I’m 
healthy enough to make it down, that’s sort 
of my goal.”

Here are some things to know as the men 
start the world championships Wednesday 
with a super-G race:

Trifecta: Ted Ligety, of Park City, Utah, 
certainly has a lot on his plate at worlds as 
he tries to defend his super-G, giant sla-
lom and super-combined titles from two 
years ago in Austria. No added pressure, 
he insisted. At least not yet. “Defending all 
three would be a dream come true, but I 
don’t think that’s necessarily the most re-
alistic expectation,” Ligety said. “I’m going 
to try to ski hard and I think these hills are 
really good for me. If there’s a place where 
it would be possible to repeat, this would be 
one of the better places. It’s not something 
I’m consumed about.”

A cut above: Jansrud has been winning 
races this season with his hair long, but re-
cently decided to get it cut. “Stupid, huh?” 
Jansrud said. “We’ll see how well that 
works out. I did it in Aspen. It wasn’t the 
cheapest haircut I’ve ever had.”

Marvelous Marcel: Want to watch a 

skier with perfect tempo on the course? 
Check out Marcel Hirscher of Austria. He
leads the World Cup overall standings as
he tries to win his fourth straight. Hirscher 
also is the reigning world champion in the 
slalom.

War horse: The bigger the stage, the bet-
ter Andrew Weibrecht, of Lake Placid, N.Y.,
seems to ski. He can’t exactly figure why
that is, either. In 107 World Cup starts, the 
skier nicknamed “War Horse” has never
been on the podium. But in Olympic super-
G starts, he’s 2-for-2 — capturing third at
the 2010 Vancouver Games and second in
Sochi . “Just really fortunate timing,” said
Weibrecht, who took fifth during a super-G 
in Austria on Jan. 23, his best-ever World 
Cup finish. “For sure, there’s a lot more en-
ergy (at big events).”

Ski like it’s 1999: There could be four
skiers in the field who participated in 
the 1999 world championships at Beaver 
Creek: Austria’s Benjamin Raich, Croatia’s 
Ivica Kostelic, Mexico’s Hubertus Von Ho-
henlohe and Miller. “It’s a long time ago,”
Miller said.

BY PAT GRAHAM

The Associated Press

BEAVER CREEK, Colo. — 
Lindsey Vonn is treating the world 
championships in her hometown 
almost like her Olympics. You 
know, the ones she missed last 
February because of a knee that 
required two surgeries.

The thought of this event got 
her through the toughest parts of 
rehabbing her knee.

“It’s not the Olympics, but, to 
me, it feels like it,” said Vonn, 
whose competition kicked off 
Tuesday with a super-G race. “I 
feel like this is a great opportu-
nity for me.”

She’s the one to beat in the 
speed events, especially now with 
no pressure on her shoulders. She 
recently broke Austrian great 
Annemarie Moser-Proell’s 35-
year-old mark for most World 
Cup wins by a female skier. Vonn 
now has 64 World Cup wins after 
her victory in Switzerland during 
her last race before worlds.

Next on Vonn’s list: making 
peace with the past. Two years 
ago at worlds in Schladming, Aus-
tria, Vonn crashed in the super-G 
and tore ligaments in her right 
knee. She tried to get back in time 
for the Sochi Games, only to rein-
jure the knee.

Before she tore up her knee, 

Vonn thought that perhaps this 
event would be her last major one. 
But she’s had second thoughts 
and hopes to stick around until 
the 2018 Games in South Korea. 
But those are thoughts for anoth-
er time.

Her focus is on a new women’s 
race course dubbed “Raptor” 
that offers a little bit for every-
one: It’s steep, tight, demanding 
and daunting.

“It’s in-your-face the entire 
way,” Vonn said. “Definitely very 
challenging. It’s going to be fun.”

In other words, perfect for 
Vonn. Lara Gut and Tina Maze, 
too. All the top ski racers, for that 
matter.

While the world champion-
ships always seem to produce a 
surprise winner or two, this is the 
kind of slope that really favors the 
favorites.

“The hill is so challenging. 
I think only the best can win,” 
Liechtenstein’s Tina Weirather 
said.

And that’s why all eyes are on 
Vonn.

“She is skiing amazing,” Gut 
said. “She’s back and back to 100 
percent. Lindsey, for sure [is a 
favorite].”

Same goes for Gut.
The skiers received a glimpse 

of the course in 2013, while Vonn 
was sidelined by her knee, and 

Gut dominated. The Swiss stand-
out captured the super-G and 
downhill races.

“It just means I can be fast 
here. But I’m not the only one,” 
Gut said.

There’s also Austria’s Anna 
Fenninger, the super-G champion 
in Sochi, and Maze, the defending 
world champion in the event.

 Here are some things to know 
as the world championships re-
turn to Beaver Creek:

The defense rests: Marion 
Rolland of France won’t get a 
chance to defend her downhill 
crown at worlds after tearing the 
ACL in her right knee in a crash 
during a super-G in mid-January. 
There won’t be a repeat winner in 
the super-combined, either, since 
reigning champ Maria Hoefl-Ri-
esch of Germany retired from 
racing before the season.

Star power: Don’t be surprised 
if Tiger Woods shows up, maybe 
even wearing that skeleton-pat-
terned mask again to stay incog-
nito. The golfer flew in to support 
Vonn in Italy as she broke Moser-
Proell’s mark. It was a painful 
experience, though, as Woods got 
hit in the mouth by a camera and 
lost a tooth.

Cat fancy: Fenninger is fast on 
the slopes. No wonder her favorite 
animal is the cheetah. She wears 
a cheetah-themed print on her 

helmet and serves as an ambas-
sador for a group raising aware-
ness for the plight of the big cat. 
Fenninger had quite a season 
last year, winning the World Cup 
overall title. The perfect season? 
“It was,” she said.

Home cooking: Olympic sla-
lom champion Mikaela Shif-
frin said the best part of having 
worlds so close to her Eagle-Vail 
home is getting to sleep in her 
own bed. Shiffrin will defend her 
world slalom title on Feb. 14. She 

will also race in the giant slalom,
but skip the super-combined be-
cause of the downhill course. “I
don’t think I’m ready to race in
that kind of speed environment,” 
Shiffrin said.

Hosp-itality: Nicole Hosp of 
Austria is growing quite fond of
Colorado snow. She won a slalom
race in Aspen in November. Hosp
said the Beaver Creek course fits
her well since, “you have to ski 
with a lot of confidence. That’s 
what I like.”

SKIING: WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

BRENNAN LINSLEY/AP

Bode Miller participates in a news 
conference on the first day of the world 
ski championships on Monday in Beaver 
Creek, Colo. Miller plans to race.

Injured stars plan to compete

BRENNAN LINSLEY/AP

People stand in front of a screen during the opening ceremony for the FIS Alpine 
World Ski Championships on Monday in Vail, Colo.

MARCO TROVATI/AP

Switzerland’s Lara Gut completes a practice run for the women’s 
world championship downhill on Monday in Beaver Creek, Colo.

Vonn eager for ‘her Olympics’ in her hometown
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SPORTS BRIEFS

BY MICHELLE R. SMITH

The Associated Press

FALL RIVER, Mass. — The 
judge overseeing the murder 
trial of former New England Pa-
triots player Aaron Hernandez 
removed a juror Tuesday, saying 
there was evidence she had spo-
ken about the case in previous 
years and had an early interest in 
being seated on the panel.

Bristol County Superior Court 
Judge Susan Garsh dismissed the 
juror after questioning her individ-
ually and closing the courtroom to 
hear evidence on the matter.

After a closed-door hearing 
that lasted more than 90 minutes, 
Garsh said there was credible 
evidence the juror specifically 
discussed an opinion about the 
case, including that it would be 
hard to convict Hernandez with-
out the murder weapon. She said 
the juror also discussed several 
items of evidence that the court 
has ruled are inadmissible in this 
case.

“Over the last few years, the 
juror has expressed an interest in 
serving on this particular jury,” 
Garsh said. “There is credible ev-
idence that the juror has attended 
more Patriots games than were 
disclosed on the questionnaire.”

Hernandez listened as Garsh 
spoke and tapped his thigh with 
the palm of his hand.

“Discharge of the juror is in-
deed in the best interest of jus-
tice,” Garsh said.

It wasn’t immediately clear 
what the judge would do about the 
dismissed juror’s spot.

Previously, there were 18 ju-
rors on the panel. Six of those will 
be randomly chosen as alternates 
immediately before deliberations 
begin.

The former Patriots standout is 
accused of the June 2013 killing 
of Odin Lloyd, a semipro football 
player who was dating his fianc?e’s 
sister. Hernandez, 25, had a $40 
million contract with the Patriots 
when he was arrested.

Proceedings began last week
but were suspended Monday
when a snowstorm hit. Tuesday 
was the first day back at the trial
since the Patriots won the Super
Bowl. The judge told jurors they
were allowed to watch the game
but had to leave the room or dis-
tance themselves if Hernandez’s
name came up.

The Tuesday morning session 
began with a lengthy private
sidebar conversation among the 
judge, prosecutors and the de-
fense. After about 20 minutes, the
juror was called in.

In a separate murder case that 
has yet to go to trial, Hernandez 
was charged last year in Boston
with killing two men in 2012 after
someone spilled a drink on him at
a nightclub. The judge has ruled
that prosecutors in the Lloyd case
cannot tell the jury about those
slayings.

Hernandez faces life impris-
onment if convicted of killing
Lloyd.

ARAM BOGHOSIAN, THE BOSTON GLOBE/AP

Former New England Patriots player Aaron Hernandez, right, glances 
toward the Lloyd family during his murder trial at Bristol County 
Superior Court in Fall River, Ma., Tuesday. 

Hernandez juror removed
Judge dismisses woman for discussing ex-Patriot’s murder case

Briefl y

Bird hopeful George can play again this season
The Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — Larry Bird hopes 
Paul George can return to the game this 
season after breaking his leg in a grue-
some accident last summer — perhaps as 
soon as next month.

The Pacers president of basketball op-
erations told reporters Tuesday that if 
George is cleared by doctors and ready to 
play, he would like to see the two-time All-
Star compete.

George hasn’t played since sustaining a 
compound fracture in his right leg on Aug. 
1. Bird says he had been told a full recov-
ery would take about seven months.

Coach Frank Vogel would not say how 
much work George is doing in practice but 
his activity has steadily increased. Vogel 
says getting into game shape and rhythm 
could add another month or two to the 
recovery process, but agreed with Bird’s 
assessment.

McIlroy tries for settlement
DUBLIN — Rory McIlroy and his law-

yers held negotiations with his former agent 
Tuesday in a bid to reach a settlement in 
their multi-million-dollar court case.

The two sides met for five hours at the 
High Court complex in Dublin, and the 
case was adjourned until Wednesday 
morning.

The top-ranked golfer is suing Dublin-
based Horizon Sports Management and 
its leading agent, Conor Ridge, claiming 
he was misled into signing a contract with 
the company. McIlroy initiated the case in 
2013.

Judge Brian Cregan said progress had 
been made between the two sides Tuesday 
and he agreed to allow further last-minute 
talks to try to avoid a long and costly trial. 
The case had been expected to last eight 
weeks.

McIlroy has said in court papers that he 
signed the contract at Horizon’s Christmas 
party “in circumstances of great informal-
ity,” and without having seen a draft of the 
agreement before it was given to him to 
sign.

Horizon is counter-suing, claiming 
McIlroy owes it millions of dollars in 
commissions.

McIlroy, who left Horizon to form his 
own management company in 2013, was 
expected to testify in court this week.

PGA caddies file lawsuit
SAN DIEGO — A group of PGA Tour 

caddies has filed a class-action lawsuit de-
manding that the tour compensate them 
for wearing bibs.

Some 80 caddies joined the federal suit 
filed Tuesday in Northern California. At 
issue is having to wear bibs that have the 
logo of the tournament sponsor. The cad-
dies contend the PGA Tour is making $50 
million off the sponsors while the caddies 
get nothing.

The lawsuit stems from a dispute that 
has been brewing for more than a year. It 
also says the tour has denied caddies ac-
cess to health care and pension plans.

Prince gets US OK for FIFA run
LONDON — FIFA vice president Prince

Ali bin al-Hussein disclosed Tuesday that
the United States was among the national
associations to nominate him to stand 
against Sepp Blatter for the top job as he 
decried a “culture of intimidation” within
the governing body.

The Jordanian was also endorsed for
the May election by his home federation, 
Belarus, Malta, England and Georgia. But
his inability to gain widespread backing
beyond his homeland in the Asian Football 
Confederation highlights the tough task 
unseating Blatter, who is running for a 
fifth, four-year term.

“We had promises from him he wouldn’t
run again, but obviously that is not the case,”
Prince Ali said. “With full honesty and in-
tegrity, he should give a chance to others.”

The AFC leadership has already en-
dorsed Blatter to remain in charge, along
with the South American, African and 
Oceania confederations. 
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 Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 W L Pct GB
Toronto 33 16 .673 —
Brooklyn 19 28 .404 13
Boston 16 30 .348 15½
New York 10 38 .208 22½
Philadelphia 10 39 .204 23

Southeast Division
Atlanta 40 9 .816 —
Washington 31 18 .633  9
Miami 21 26 .447 18
Charlotte 21 27 .438 18½
Orlando 15 36 .294 26

Central Division
Chicago 30 19 .612 —
Cleveland 30 20 .600   ½
Milwaukee 26 22 .542  3½
Detroit 18 30 .375 11½
Indiana 17 32 .347 13

Western Conference
Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
Memphis 36 12 .750 —
Houston 33 15 .688  3
Dallas 33 17 .660  4
San Antonio 30 18 .625  6
New Orleans 26 22 .542 10

Northwest Division
Portland 32 16 .667 —
Oklahoma City 24 24 .500  8
Denver 19 29 .396 13
Utah 17 30 .362 14½
Minnesota 8 40 .167 24

Pacific Division
Golden State 37 8 .822 —
L.A. Clippers 33 16 .673  6
Phoenix 28 22 .560 11½
Sacramento 17 29 .370 20½
L.A. Lakers 13 35 .271 25½

Sunday’s games
Miami 83, Boston 75
New York 92, L.A. Lakers 80

Monday’s games
Charlotte 92, Washington 88
Cleveland 97, Philadelphia 84
Milwaukee 82, Toronto 75
Brooklyn 102, L.A. Clippers 100
New Orleans 115, Atlanta 100
Oklahoma City 104, Orlando 97
Dallas 100, Minnesota 94
Memphis 102, Phoenix 101

Tuesday’s games
Denver at Philadelphia
Miami at Detroit
Boston at New York
Utah at Portland
Golden State at Sacramento

Wednesday’s games
Detroit at Indiana
Washington at Atlanta
Brooklyn at Toronto
Denver at Boston
Oklahoma City at New Orleans
Chicago at Houston
L.A. Lakers at Milwaukee
Miami at Minnesota
Orlando at San Antonio
Memphis at Utah
Dallas at Golden State

Monday
Cavaliers 97, 76ers 84

PHILADELPHIA — Mbah a Moute 6-14 
0-0 13, Covington 6-13 2-3 18, Noel 2-5 0-0 
4,  Sampson 4-5 0-0 10, Carter-Williams 1-
9 0-0 2, H.Thompson 3-7 2-2 10,  Grant 5-7 
5-7 18, Sims 1-4 0-0 2, McDaniels 1-7 1-2 3,  
Drew II 2-7 0-0 4. Totals 31-78 10-14 84.

CLEVELAND — James 6-17 5-6 18, Love 
1-7 2-2 5, Mozgov 4-11 2-2 10,  Irving 9-16 
3-4 24, Smith 5-10 0-0 12, Shumpert 4-4 1-
2 11,  T.Thompson 1-4 1-2 3, Dellavedova 
4-7 1-2 12, Marion 1-1 0-2 2,  Miller 0-1 0-0 
0, Harris 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 35-78 15-22 97.

Philadelphia 15 20 30 19—84
Cleveland 24 23 22 28—97
Three-Point Goals—Philadelphia 12-

33 (Covington 4-8, Grant 3-5, Sampson  
2-2, H.Thompson 2-4, Mbah a Moute 1-4, 
Carter-Williams 0-2, Drew II 0-4,  McDan-
iels 0-4), Cleveland 12-27 (Dellavedova 
3-4, Irving 3-8, Shumpert  2-2, Smith 2-6, 
Love 1-2, James 1-4, Miller 0-1). Fouled 
Out—None.  Rebounds—Philadelphia 
46 (Grant, H.Thompson 7), Cleveland 
55 (Love 15).  Assists—Philadelphia 23 
(Carter-Williams, Drew II 5), Cleveland 22  
(James 11). Total Fouls—Philadelphia 22, 
Cleveland 17. A—20,562  (20,562). 

Bucks 82, Raptors 75
MILWAUKEE — Antetokounmpo 4-9 4-8 

12, Dudley 5-12 1-4 14, Henson 5-8 2-2 12,  
Gutierrez 0-5 0-0 0, Middleton 10-17 2-2 
25, Bayless 4-12 0-1 8,  Martin 2-4 0-0 4, 
Mayo 3-9 0-0 7, O’Bryant 0-4 0-0 0. Totals 
33-80 9-17 82.

TORONTO — DeRozan 5-16 6-8 16, 
A.Johnson 1-2 0-0 3, Valanciunas 6-9 0-0 
12,  Lowry 1-7 0-0 2, Vasquez 3-11 0-0 8, 
Williams 1-12 9-10 12,  Patterson 3-8 2-2 
9, Hansbrough 1-1 1-2 3, Ross 4-12 0-0 10. 
Totals 25-78 18-22 75.

Milwaukee 23 24 26 9—82
Toronto 14 27 19 15—75
Three-Point Goals—Milwaukee 7-16 

(Middleton 3-4, Dudley 3-7, Mayo 1-2,  An-
tetokounmpo 0-1, Gutierrez 0-2), Toronto 
7-27 (Ross 2-5, Vasquez 2-6,  A.Johnson 
1-1, Patterson 1-4, Williams 1-7, Lowry 
0-2, DeRozan 0-2).  Fouled Out—None. Re-
bounds—Milwaukee 56 (Antetokounmpo 
12), Toronto 56  (Valanciunas 13). As-
sists—Milwaukee 24 (Bayless 9), Toronto 
14 (Lowry  5). Total Fouls—Milwaukee 18, 
Toronto 19. Technicals—Mayo 2, Toronto  
defensive three second. Ejected—Mayo. 
A—19,800 (19,800). 

 Mavericks 100, T-wolves 94
MINNESOTA — Wiggins 4-14 6-7 14, 

Young 5-10 5-6 15, Pekovic 4-11 0-0 8,  Ru-
bio 4-9 2-2 10, Martin 8-17 2-2 19, Dieng 4-
8 1-2 9,  Williams 3-7 7-7 15, Budinger 0-2 
0-0 0, Bennett 2-3 0-0 4,  Brown 0-0 0-0 0, 
Daniels 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 34-82 23-26 94.

DALLAS — Parsons 8-12 0-0 18, Nowit-
zki 7-10 0-1 16, Chandler 2-2 2-2 6,  Barea 
4-14 2-2 10, Ellis 7-21 6-11 23, Harris 2-6 
2-2 7,  Aminu 4-5 0-0 9, Smith 1-1 0-0 2, 
Powell 0-0 0-0 0,  Villanueva 2-9 0-0 4, Fel-
ton 1-2 0-0 3, Jefferson 1-2 0-0 2. Totals 
39-84 12-18 100.

Minnesota 20 27 26 21— 94
Dallas 30 24 27 19—100
Three-Point Goals—Minnesota 3-13 

(Williams 2-6, Martin 1-3, Daniels 0-1,  
Rubio 0-1, Young 0-2), Dallas 10-31 (El-
lis 3-7, Nowitzki 2-3, Parsons  2-4, Fel-
ton 1-1, Aminu 1-2, Harris 1-5, Barea 
0-3, Villanueva 0-6).  Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Minnesota 52 (Pekovic 10), 
Dallas 50 (Chandler  10). Assists—Min-
nesota 18 (Williams 5), Dallas 27 (Barea 
8). Total  Fouls—Minnesota 22, Dallas 18. 
A—19,989 (19,200). 

Grizzlies 102, Suns 101
MEMPHIS — Je.Green 4-12 3-5 12, Ran-

dolph 6-15 7-8 19, Gasol 4-11 7-8 15,  Con-
ley 9-15 4-5 23, Lee 2-4 2-2 6, Allen 5-12 0-0 
10, Udrih 1-3 2-4 4,  Leuer 2-6 0-0 4, Koufos 
1-2 2-2 4, Calathes 2-3 0-0 5. Totals 36-83 
27-34 102.

PHOENIX — Tucker 2-7 2-2 7, Mark.Mor-
ris 7-15 0-0 14, Len 0-2 0-2 0,  Bledsoe 9-16 
2-4 21, G.Dragic 7-14 0-1 15, Thomas 8-19 
6-6 24,  Marc.Morris 3-4 0-2 7, G.Green 0-0 
0-0 0, Wright 5-6 1-1 11,  Plumlee 1-1 0-0 2. 
Totals 42-84 11-18 101.

Memphis 25 24 28 25—102
Phoenix 23 21 28 29—101
Three-Point Goals—Memphis 3-11 (Ca-

lathes 1-1, Je.Green 1-3, Conley 1-5,  Allen 
0-1, Udrih 0-1), Phoenix 6-16 (Thomas 2-7, 
Marc.Morris 1-1, Tucker  1-1, G.Dragic 1-
3, Bledsoe 1-3, Mark.Morris 0-1). Fouled 
Out—None.  Rebounds—Memphis 56 
(Koufos 11), Phoenix 47 (Bledsoe, Len 7).  
Assists—Memphis 19 (Gasol 8), Phoenix 
18 (Bledsoe 8). Total  Fouls—Memphis 
17, Phoenix 25. Technicals—Randolph, 
Mark.Morris. Flagrant  Fouls—G.Green. 
A—17,199 (18,055). 

Thunder 104, Magic 97
ORLANDO — Harris 8-20 2-3 18, 

A.Gordon 2-7 2-2 6, Vucevic 9-16 2-2 20,  
Payton 0-6 0-0 0, Oladipo 7-14 6-6 22, 
Fournier 1-5 0-0 2,  Green 4-7 2-2 13, Frye 
1-4 0-0 3, O’Quinn 5-10 1-3 11, Dedmon 0-
0 0-0 0,  Harkless 1-1 0-0 2. Totals 38-90 
15-18 97.

OKLAHOMA CITY — Waiters 9-15 4-6 
24, Ibaka 6-12 2-2 16, Adams 5-7 2-2 12,  
Westbrook 8-15 8-8 25, Roberson 1-5 0-0 
2, Perkins 3-4 2-4 8,  Jackson 0-4 0-0 0, 
Morrow 4-6 4-4 15, Collison 1-6 0-0 2,  Mc-
Gary 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 37-75 22-26 104.

Orlando 22 28 17 30— 97
Oklahoma City 29 32 21 22—104
Three-Point Goals—Orlando 6-

23 (Green 3-5, Oladipo 2-4, Frye 1-3,  
A.Gordon 0-1, O’Quinn 0-2, Fournier 0-3, 
Harris 0-5), Oklahoma City 8-20  (Morrow 
3-3, Waiters 2-4, Ibaka 2-5, Westbrook 
1-3, Jackson 0-2,  Roberson 0-3). Fouled 
Out—Vucevic. Rebounds—Orlando 52 
(A.Gordon,  O’Quinn 8), Oklahoma City 
45 (Westbrook 11). Assists—Orlando 23 
(Harris,  Oladipo 4), Oklahoma City 25 
(Westbrook 14). Total Fouls—Orlando 21,  
Oklahoma City 20. A—18,203 (18,203). 

Pelicans 115, Hawks 100
ATLANTA — Bazemore 4-9 1-3 9, Mill-

sap 5-14 5-6 15, Horford 4-9 0-0 8,  Teague 
8-17 4-5 21, Korver 5-7 0-0 12, Antic 0-1 0-0 
0,  Carroll 2-4 0-0 6, Schroder 4-13 2-2 10, 
Scott 3-8 1-1 8,  Jenkins 3-5 0-0 7, Muscala 
2-2 0-0 4. Totals 40-89 13-17 100.

NEW ORLEANS — Cunningham 4-6 2-2 
10, Davis 12-23 5-7 29, Asik 2-6 5-6 9,  Evans
7-14 0-0 15, Gordon 7-11 2-2 20, Pondexter
3-9 0-0 7,  Anderson 5-10 4-4 15, Fredette 
3-6 2-2 10, Salmons 0-1 0-0 0,  Withey 0-0 
0-0 0, Wolters 0-0 0-0 0, Babbitt 0-0 0-0 0. 
Totals 43-86 20-23 115.

Atlanta 22 20 32 26—100
New Orleans 32 23 33 27—115
Three-Point Goals—Atlanta 7-22 (Kor-

ver 2-2, Carroll 2-4, Jenkins 1-1,  Teague 
1-2, Scott 1-5, Horford 0-1, Bazemore 0-2, 
Schroder 0-2, Millsap  0-3), New Orleans 
9-23 (Gordon 4-6, Fredette 2-5, Evans 1-2, 
Anderson  1-4, Pondexter 1-5, Salmons 0-
1). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Atlan-
ta 38  (Horford 9), New Orleans 61 (Asik
17). Assists—Atlanta 19 (Teague 7),  New
Orleans 30 (Evans 12). Total Fouls—At-
lanta 15, New Orleans 15.  Technicals—
Antic, Millsap. A—15,487 (16,867). 

Nets 102, Clippers 100
L.A. CLIPPERS — Barnes 5-10 1-2 12, 

Griffin 6-10 1-4 13, D.Jordan 10-13 2-12 22, 
Paul 8-18 2-4 20, Redick 0-1 0-0 0, Craw-
ford 7-22 2-3 18,  Hawes 1-3 0-0 3, Rivers
2-4 0-0 5, Davis 2-4 0-0 4, Jones 0-1 0-0 0, 
Turkoglu 1-3 0-0 3. Totals 42-89 8-25 100.

BROOKLYN — Johnson 8-13 2-4 22, Gar-
nett 3-7 0-1 6, Plumlee 3-5 3-10 9,  Jack
3-11 0-0 6, Anderson 3-8 1-1 9, Lopez 12-20 
0-0 24,  Williams 5-8 2-2 15, Jefferson 0-1 
0-0 0, Bogdanovic 4-9 0-0 11,  Morris 0-1 
0-0 0, J.Jordan 0-0 0-0 0, Brown 0-0 0-0 0. 
Totals 41-83 8-18 102.

L.A. Clippers 22 14 36 28—100
Brooklyn 22 16 32 32—102
Three-Point Goals—L.A. Clippers 8-23

(Paul 2-5, Crawford 2-7, Rivers  1-1, Hawes
1-1, Turkoglu 1-3, Barnes 1-5, Redick 0-1), 
Brooklyn 12-27  (Johnson 4-6, Williams 3-
5, Bogdanovic 3-7, Anderson 2-6, Morris 
0-1,  Jack 0-2). Fouled Out—Griffin. Re-
bounds—L.A. Clippers 63 (D.Jordan 20), 
Brooklyn 53 (Garnett 11). Assists—L.A. 
Clippers 23 (Paul 8), Brooklyn 21  (Jack 
7). Total Fouls—L.A. Clippers 22, Brooklyn 
27. A—16,037 (17,732). 

Hornets 92, Wizards 88
CHARLOTTE — Kidd-Gilchrist 4-6 5-10 

13, Zeller 1-5 0-0 2, Jefferson 9-19 0-0 18, 
Roberts 6-10 5-5 18, Henderson 6-13 4-4 
17, Stephenson 4-8 0-0 8,  Williams 0-4 0-0 
0, Neal 5-11 0-0 12, Maxiell 2-3 0-0 4. To-
tals 37-79 14-19 92.

WASHINGTON — Pierce 4-7 0-0 11, 
Nene 4-10 0-0 8, Gortat 2-6 0-0 4,  Wall 4-
14 7-7 16, Beal 7-16 2-2 18, Temple 3-7 0-0 
6,  Humphries 4-8 5-6 13, Porter 2-4 0-2 4, 
Seraphin 2-7 2-2 6,  Butler 1-2 0-0 2. Totals
33-81 16-19 88.

Charlotte 28 25 17 22—92
Washington 24 27 15 22—88
Three-Point Goals—Charlotte 4-15 

(Neal 2-4, Henderson 1-2, Roberts 1-3, 
Stephenson 0-3, Williams 0-3), Wash-
ington 6-15 (Pierce 3-5, Beal 2-4,  Wall 
1-4, Temple 0-1, Porter 0-1). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Charlotte  50 
(Kidd-Gilchrist 13), Washington 48 (Beal 
11). Assists—Charlotte 21  (Henderson 
5), Washington 19 (Wall 10). Total Fouls—
Charlotte 18,  Washington 23. Techni-
cals—Pierce. A—15,816 (20,308).  

Scoreboard

TONY GUTIERREZ/AP

The Timberwolves’ Kevin Martin, left, leans into a drive against the 
Mavericks’ J.J. Barea, right, as Dirk Nowitzki watches on Monday. 
Martin was issued a foul on the charge in the Mavs’ 100-94 win.
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“They had us on our heels 
from the very beginning,” Hawks 
coach Mike Budenholzer said. 
“They deserve a lot of credit for 
us not starting well.

“Give our guys a lot of credit 
for a lot of good work over the last 
month,” Budenholzer added. “To-
night wasn’t our night. I am very 
proud of them. We’ll get back to 
work.”

Jeff Teague scored 21 for At-
lanta, but the Hawks fell behind 
by double digits in the first quar-
ter and trailed the rest of the way, 
getting within single digits for 
only a few brief stints.

Eric Gordon scored 20 points 
for New Orleans, while Tyreke 
Evans scored 15 points and tied a 
season high with 12 assists for the 
fourth time in five games.

Millsap had 15 points and Kyle 
Korver 12 for the Hawks, who 
made only seven of 22 three-point 
attempts.

Omer Asik grabbed 17 re-
bounds for New Orleans, which 
outrebounded Atlanta 52-32. 
Davis grabbed eight of his re-
bounds on the offensive end, in-
cluding one on a missed three 
that he corralled with his right 
hand and slammed home in one 
roundhouse motion.

Ryan Anderson added 15 points 
for the Pelicans, who outshot At-

lanta 50 percent (43-for-86) to 
44.9 percent (40-for-89).

Atlanta briefly got as close as 
seven in the third quarter when 
DeMarre Carroll, returning from 
a strained left Achilles that side-
lined him two games, hit back-to-
back threes to make it 60-53.

But New Orleans kept scoring, 
and soon after went back up by 
12 when Evans banked in a three 
late in the shot clock.

  “We were a little off, but that 
happens in games. We were due 
for one, but [New Orleans] just 
played well,” Teague said.

Surging Cavs top 
scrappy Sixers

Streak: Hawks trailed early 
in just third loss in 36 games

BY TOM WITHERS

The Associated Press

CLEVELAND — Now in dou-
ble digits, the Cavaliers’ win-
ning streak is both intact and 
impressive.

Not to LeBron James.
“We haven’t done anything,” 

he said. “We haven’t earned any-
thing. Until we do something, then 
we can feel good about ourselves. 
But we haven’t done anything.”

Kyrie Irving scored 24 points, 
James added 18 points and 11 as-
sists, and Cleveland staggered to 
its 11th straight win, 97-84 over 
the Philadelphia 76ers on Mon-
day night.

The winning streak is Cleve-
land’s longest since reeling off 13 
in a row — a franchise record — 
in 2010, the last season of James’ 
first stint with the club. The Cavs 
had trouble putting away the 
young Sixers, who did all they 
could to stay close but don’t have 
the firepower to keep up with Ir-
ving, James and Co.

With Atlanta’s 19-game win-
ning streak ending, Cleveland is 
now the NBA’s hottest team.

That doesn’t mean all that 
much to James.

“The title is the ultimate goal, 
but we haven’t played in a play-

off series together,” he said. “We 
haven’t played in one playoff 
game, one playoff minute — that’s 
when it really counts. You build 
your habits and progress over the 
regular season. But for us, we’re 
a team we have a lot to make up 
and we can’t be complacent. As 
fast as you go on an 11-game win-
ning streak, you can go on an 11-
game losing streak.”

Kevin Love added 15 rebounds 
and Matthew Dellavedova made 
three clutch three-pointers in the 
fourth quarter to help the Cavs, 
who led by 20 in the third, avoid 
an upset. Love did not attempt a 
shot after the first quarter and 
finished with just five points on 
1-for-7 shooting. He stayed on 
the floor more than an hour after 
the game with two Cavs assistant 
coaches working on his shot.

Jerami Grant and Robert Cov-
ington scored 18 apiece for the Six-
ers, who beat the Cavs last month 
when Cleveland was in disarray.

The Cavs’ biggest opponent 
may have been boredom as they 
played listlessly for long stretch-
es against a young, but less-tal-
ented team. Cleveland built its 
20-point lead in the third quarter, 
but the Sixers wouldn’t go away 
and pulled to 69-67 early in the 
fourth. 

GERALD HERBERT/AP

Hawks guard Jeff Teague reacts 
on the bench late during the 
second half Monday against the 
Pelicans in New Orleans.
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 BY JON KRAWCZYNSKI

The Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS — In his first 
game at Target Center since he 
was traded, it was abundantly 
clear to Kevin Love just how 
far away he has gotten from 
Minnesota.

Love spent six seasons with the 
Timberwolves toiling on a team 
that couldn’t stay healthy and 
never even sniffed the playoffs. 
Now he has LeBron James and 
Kyrie Irving on his side and the 
Cleveland Cavaliers are expect-
ing to contend for a title.

With the Timberwolves, he was 
the focal point, putting up eye-
popping numbers and earning 
three All-Star berths. In Cleve-
land, all of those numbers have 
dropped significantly while the 
wins have soared, leaving Love 
to make the same kind of adjust-
ment that Chris Bosh did when he 
joined James in Miami.

When asked if it was a struggle 
to adapt, Love said “I’d be lying 
if I told you it wasn’t. But finding 
different ways to be as efficient as 
possible, because it’s something I 
prided myself on here. There’s 
different ways to affect the game; 
I’m still learning that here, but 
we still have 35-plus games left. 
With that, we’ll continue to evolve 
and change and get better.”

Love is averaging nine fewer 
points, five fewer shots and shoot-
ing worse from the field and 3-
point line than he did last season 
with the Wolves and will not be 
joining James and Irving in New 
York for All-Star weekend. But 
the Cavaliers are 29-20 and have 
won 10 straight games after beat-
ing Minnesota on Saturday night.

“I’m in a situation now where 
we’re winning basketball games,” 
Love said. “And I’m happy with 
that.”

Even as Andrew Wiggins shows 
signs of becoming a star in Min-
nesota after the Cavaliers traded 
him, James is happy having Love 
by his side.

“I just think his basketball I.Q., 
people don’t see that,” James said. 
“The way he stretches the floor 
for us, his rebounding, his basket-
ball I.Q. is really high and it adds 
to our team. It adds to our team 
as far as everything — knowing 
where guys are both offensively 
and defensively and he’s been 
great.”

Here are some other things to 
keep an eye on in the NBA this 
week:

Game of the week: The best in 
the West against the best in the 
East on Friday night when the 
Golden State Warriors visit the 
Atlanta Hawks. Atlanta has won 
19 straight games and turned 
the one of the most lifeless home 
arenas in the NBA into a packed 
house every night.

Pop’s milestone: Spurs coach 
Gregg Popovich is three wins shy 
of 1,000 for his career. The Spurs 
could get him there this week with 
home games against Orlando on 
Wednesday and Miami on Friday 

and a trip to Toronto on Sunday.
Dame’s revenge tour: Port-

land point guard Damian Lillard 
didn’t hide his disappointment 
when he couldn’t get a spot on 
the jam-packed Western Confer-
ence All-Star roster. The Blazers 
host Utah on Tuesday, Phoenix on 
Thursday and have a tough road 
back-to-back at Dallas and Hous-
ton on the weekend.

Rubio’s return: Ricky Rubio is 
expected to make his return to 
the court after missing 42 games 
with a severely injured left ankle 
when his Minnesota Timber-
wolves visit the Dallas Mavericks 
on Monday. The Timberwolves 
were 2-2 when Rubio was injured 
on Nov. 7. They are 6-37 since.

Surging Grizzlies: Memphis 
has won 10 of its past 11 games 
to climb to the No. 2 seed in the 
West. The addition of Jeff Green 
is paying dividends and the Griz-
zlies play at Phoenix on Monday, 
at Utah on Wednesday, at Min-
nesota on Friday and host the 
Hawks on Sunday.

Stat of the week: Kyrie Irving 
went off for 55 points and 11-for-
19 three-pointers to beat Portland 
on Wednesday. Irving saved his 
best for last, hitting a three-point-
er in the closing seconds to lift the 
Cavs to a win with LeBron James 
sitting out with a wrist injury. 

NBA

Love still trying to get his
bearings with Cavaliers

TONY DEJAK/AP

After being the focal point in Minnesota, Kevin Love is working to adapt to his new role alongside 
LeBron James and Kyrie Irving in Cleveland.

‘ There’s different ways to affect the game; I’m 
still learning that here, but we still have 35-plus 
games left. With that, we’ll continue to evolve and 
change and get better. ’

Kevin Love
Cleveland Cavaliers

Roundup

 The Associated Press

  NEW YORK — Jarrett Jack 
made a tiebreaking jumper with 
1.3 seconds left, and the Brooklyn 
Nets used a late rally to beat the 
Los Angeles Clippers 102-100 on 
Monday night.

The Nets ended a seven-game 
home losing streak by erasing 
a nine-point deficit in the final 
1:35, getting two three-pointers 
from Alan Anderson — one a 
four-point play — one from Joe 
Johnson and another from Deron 
Williams in his return from an 
11-game absence.

But they went to Jack for their 
final possession after Chris Paul’s 
layup tied it at 100 with 8.6 sec-
onds to go. Jack dribbled right 
and lofted a jumper over 6-foot-11 
center DeAndre Jordan, who had 
switched onto him.

Brook Lopez scored 24 points 
and Johnson had 22 for the Nets, 
who  won at home for the first 
time since beating Sacramento 
on Dec. 29.

Jordan finished with 22 points, 
20 rebounds and two made free 
throws in 12 attempts for the Clip-
pers. Paul had 20 points, eight re-
bounds and eight assists. 

The Clippers beat Brooklyn 
by 39 in Los Angeles last month 
and it appeared they had finally 
done enough to win this one when 
a basket by Matt Barnes made it 
96-87 with 1:46 remaining. But 
they failed to grab the rebound 
when Johnson missed two free 
throws, and when the ball was 
tapped back out to him, he nailed 
a three that cut it to 98-96 before 
Anderson made a three from the 
corner while being fouled, put-
ting the Nets in front 100-98. 

Thunder 104, Magic 97: Rus-
sell Westbrook’s second triple-
double of the season and 10th of 
his career helped host Oklahoma 
City defeat Orlando without the 
injured Kevin Durant.

Westbrook, an All-Star point 
guard, had 25 points, 14 assists 
and 11 rebounds.

Durant sat out with a sprained
big toe on his left foot. He has 
played in just 22 games this sea-
son, having missed time earlier in
the season with a sprained right
ankle and a broken bone in his
right foot. 

Hornets 92, Wizards 88: Al 
Jefferson had 18 points and 12 
rebounds, leading Charlotte past 
host Washington.

Michael Kidd-Gilchrist added
13 points and 13 rebounds, Brian
Roberts scored 18 points, and
Gerald Henderson put in 17 for 
the Hornets, who have won six of
eight. 

Bradley Beal led Washington 
with 18 points and a season-high
11 rebounds.

Bucks 82, Raptors 75: Khris
Middleton scored 25 points, Gi-
annis Antetokounmpo had 12
points and 12 rebounds, and 
short-handed Milwaukee snapped 
a six-game losing streak against
host Toronto. 

Reduced to nine players when 
guard Brandon Knight was ruled 
out before the game with a sore 
right quadriceps muscle, Milwau-
kee lost another body when guard
O.J. Mayo was ejected after pick-
ing up a double technical at 4:07
of the second. 

Mavericks 100, Timberwolves
94: Monta Ellis scored 23 points
and Dallas won their first game
without injured point guard Rajon 
Rondo, beating visiting Minne-
sota in the first game in nearly
three months for Timberwolves 
point guard Ricky Rubio.  

Rubio, sidelined since severely
spraining his left ankle Nov. 7,
had 10 points on 4-for-9 shooting
with four assists in 21 minutes.

Grizzlies 102, Suns 101: Jeff 
Green converted a three-point
play with 4.5 seconds to play as
Memphis rallied from seven down
in the final 1:35 to beat host Phoe-
nix for the seventh straight time.

Marc Gasol blocked Markieff 
Morris’ shot at the finish to pre-
serve the victory. 

Late shot pushes
Nets past Clippers

MARY ALTAFFER/AP

Nets center Brook Lopez, left, and Clippers center DeAndre Jordan 
reach for a loose ball on Monday. Brooklyn won 102-100.
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VCU makes adjustments after losing Weber
COLLEGE BASKETBALL

 BY HANK KURZ JR.
The Associated Press

RICHMOND, Va. — The 18th-
ranked VCU Rams will have to 
make some adjustments moving 
forward without injured floor 
leader and defensive lynchpin 
Briante Weber — changing the 
way they play won’t be one of 
them.

Weber tore the ACL, the MCL 
and the meniscus in his right knee 
late in the Rams’ loss to Richmond 
on Saturday. Surgery which could 
come in about two weeks after the 
swelling goes down, coach Shaka 
Smart said Monday.

“We’ll adjust some things,” 
Smart said. “I think your per-
sonality changes a little bit any 
time you lose a dominant figure 
on your team, but at the same 
time, we’re not going to cancel 
the season.

“We’re still going to play the 
way that we play. There may be 
some adjustments in terms of 
some of the Xs and Os stuff we 
do on both ends of the floor, but 
we’re still going to be us.”

Weber, a senior point guard, 
was the lead orchestrator of the 
Rams’ ‘Havoc’ style and has 
led the nation in steals percent-
age the last three years. He was 
leading the nation with 3.9 steals 
per game this season and was 12 
steals away from breaking the 
NCAA career record of 385 set 
by John Linehan of Providence 

in 2002.
The Rams (17-4, 7-1 Atlantic 

10) are back in action Wednes-
day night at George Mason (7-13, 

2-6).
VCU absorbed a double dose of 

disappointment on Saturday, see-
ing its 12-game winning streak 

end in a 64-55 loss to crosstown 
rival Richmond, and then see-
ing the always energetic Weber 
writhing in pain on the floor. He 
was injured with just over three 
minutes left when he attempted a 
jump-stop in the lane.

Unable to practice again until 
Monday, the team has focused 
on supporting Weber after get-
ting the details of his injury late 
Saturday. Smart said Weber has 
pushed them to get back to work.

“He’s been very resilient so 
far. He’s had a terrific attitude,” 
Smart said. “The things that he 
has said to me and to his team-
mates about our team and about 
what we need to do have been ter-
rific. I think he is ready to attack 
any type of rehab and any type of 
comeback. Bri’s is always a highly 
energetic guy.”

To replace Weber, the Rams 
will turn primarily to JeQuan 
Lewis and freshman Jonathan 
Williams, but they expect to have 

Weber on the bench for home and
road games before and after his
surgery.

“He’s still a big part of our lead-
ership team,” the coach said.

Smart said the hardest part of 
seeing Weber’s college career
end as it did was the idea that, as a
senior, he won’t get a chance to do
it over as he would as an under-
classman. Still, his legacy will not
just be as one of the best defend-
ers in program history, but also
of a player whose growth as an 
individual mirrors what coaches
hope to see when they recruit a
player.

“He’s grown a great deal and
I think great evidence of that is 
just the way he’s responded with
his teammates since this injury
occurred,” Smart said, noting his 
refusal to feel sorry for himself.

“He could be caught up in him-
self and down in the dumps and 
upset,” Smart said, “but he’s been
great.” 

ZACH GIBSON/AP

VCU guard Briante Weber, front, and George Washington guard 
Kethan Savage fight for a loose ball last week in Richmond, Va. 
Weber, who was injured over the weekend in a game against 
Richmond, will have season-ending knee surgery.

‘ We’re still going to play the way that we 
play. There may be some adjustments in 
terms of some of the Xs and Os stuff we 
do on both ends of the floor, but we’re still 
going to be us. ’

Shaka Smart
VCU coach

The Associated Press

CHAPEL HILL, N.C. — Vir-
ginia responded to its first loss by 
sharpening its focus back on what 
had carried the third-ranked 
Cavaliers to their best start in 
three decades.

The result was an impressive 
road win against a highly ranked 
league opponent, the kind that 
proves — if there was any ques-
tion — that Tony Bennett’s veter-
an-led team isn’t easily shaken.

Malcolm Brogdon scored 17 
points and Virginia’s defense 
locked up No. 12 North Carolina 
in the second half to win 75-64 on 
Monday night.

Justin Anderson added 16 for 
the Cavaliers (20-1, 8-1 Atlan-
tic Coast Conference), who re-
grouped after blowing an 11-point 
second-half lead in a 69-63 home 
loss to Duke over the weekend.

“They fought,” Bennett said.” I 
think we got back to the mental-
ity that we needed to. ... Our way, 
it’s a blue-collar way, it’s a fight-
ing way, and I think our guys re-
sponded well and really rallied.”

They forced tough shots against 
the Tar Heels (17-6, 7-3). They re-
fused to cede transition chances. 
They closed out on the three-point 
shots that Duke used Saturday in 
a late barrage that ended their 
unbeaten start.

By late in this one, Virginia had 
turned a 33-32 halftime deficit 
into an 18-point lead and driven 
many of the home fans to the exits 
with 3½ minutes left.

Bennett said he put the team 
through a tough practice Sunday 
with the goal of getting back to 
“some good, old-fashioned, blue-
collar basketball.”

“The guys, when they do that 
and they’re right,” he said, “they 
can play.”

Virginia shot 52 percent, with 
Brogdon leading a balanced of-
fense and the defensive effort on 
preseason all-American Marcus 
Paige.

After shooting 52 percent in the 
first half, UNC went just 11-for-29 
(38 percent) after halftime.

“They kicked our rear ends,” 
UNC coach Roy Williams said. 
“That’s the bottom line.”

Paige finished with 15 on 5-
for-10 shooting, though he went 
scoreless for nearly 33 minutes 
until scoring 10 in the final 2½ 
minutes long after Virginia had 
taken control.

No. 8 Kansas 89, No. 11 
Iowa State 76: Wayne Selden Jr. 
scored 19 points in a hot-shooting 
second half to spark host Kansas 
past Iowa State.

Selden, after missing all three 
of his shots and scoring only one 
point in the first half, drilled four 

of his first five three-pointers 
after intermission, often finding 
himself virtually unguarded on 
the right wing, as the Jayhawks 
(19-3, 8-1 Big 12) padded their 
lead in the Big 12 race to 1½ 
games.

Georges Niang had 24 points 
for Iowa State (16-5, 6-3), which 
dropped out of a second-place tie 
with West Virginia.

Leading 35-28 after a seesaw 
first half, the Jayhawks reeled 
off a 14-6 run the first 4 minutes, 
45 seconds after intermission, 
with Selden scoring eight points, 
including two uncontested three-
pointers. Iowa State called time 
out and tried to regroup after 
Selden’s second three-pointer put 
Kansas on top 49-34 but never got 
the lead under nine points.

Perry Ellis’s three-point play 
gave the Jayhawks breathing 
room at 77-63 with less than 3 
minutes left. Ellis had 17 points 
and Kelly Oubre Jr. had 16 for the 
Jayhawks, who have beaten Iowa 
State at home 10 straight times.

Bryce Dejean-Jones had 14 
points for Iowa State and Monte 
Morris had 12.

In a back-and-forth first half, 
Iowa State’s defense forced Kan-
sas to take several bad shots as 
the Cyclones surged to an early 
7-point lead.

No. 3 Virginia dominates 2nd half to down UNC
Roundup

GERRY BROOME/AP

Virginia’s Justin Anderson, left, dunks as North Carolina’s Brice 
Johnson looks on during Monday’s game in Chapel Hill, N.C. 
Anderson scored 16 points in Virginia’s 75-64 win.
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Will SEC’s balance
provide more bids?

BY STEVE MEGARGEE

The Associated Press

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — The 
Southeastern Conference men’s 
basketball pool appears deeper 
than usual, even though it’s not 
reflected in the Top 25.

“I think the league top to bot-
tom is the best since I’ve been 
here,” Kentucky coach John Cali-
pari said.

Although No. 1 Kentucky is its 
sole representative in the Top 25, 
the SEC had nine schools among 
the top 60 teams in the RPI as of 
Monday, the most of any confer-
ence. Some mock NCAA tour-
nament brackets have six SEC 
teams making the field .

The SEC hasn’t received as 
many as six NCAA bids in one 
season since 2008. The league 
earned only three invitations 
each of the past two seasons.

“I think it’s probably by far the 
strongest that it’s been in the last 
several years,” Georgia coach 
Mark Fox said, “and hopefully 
we’ll see that depth rewarded 
come March.”

 The SEC has plenty of NCAA 
tournament candidates, but only 
Kentucky can feel certain about 
earning an invitation. A look at 
the RPI reflects the precarious 
fate of the other SEC contenders.

Kentucky’s  the only SEC team 
rated 23rd or higher. Other teams 
in the top 60 are Arkansas (24), 
Georgia (27), Texas A&M (32), 
LSU (40), Mississippi (47), Ten-
nessee (54), Florida (57) and Ala-
bama (59). For comparison’s sake, 
the Big 12 has five teams rated 21st 
or better and the Atlantic Coast 
Conference and Big East each 
have five teams in the top 30.

The SEC has outperformed 
pessimistic early season projec-
tions, but that doesn’t necessarily 
mean it will get more bids than 
the last couple of years.

“People have a tendency to 

make a quick knee-jerk reaction 
on the strength of a league based 
on early season play,” CBS Sports 
analyst Doug Gottlieb said. “The 
reality is the league actually has 
some really good nonconference 
wins. Like any league, you have 
teams figuring it out and start-
ing to put it together. You’ve got 
a group of five teams or so that, 
as long as they can get to 11 or 12 
wins in the league and have a win 
or two over the top of the league 
and one or two over one of the top 
teams in other leagues, they’re 
going to have a good argument 
for getting in.”

Gottlieb said the SEC needs its 
NCAA tournament contenders to 
perform well enough in confer-
ence play that “there’s a clear 
break” between them and the 
bottom teams in the league. In 
that regard, the SEC didn’t help 
itself Saturday.

Georgia (14-6, 5-3 SEC) lost at 
South Carolina (11-9, 2-6). LSU 
(16-5, 5-3) fell at Mississippi State 
(10-11, 3-5). Arkansas (16-5, 5-3) 
also hurt its cause by losing at 
Florida (12-9, 5-3). The league is 
so jumbled that six teams are tied 
for third place with 5-3 confer-
ence records.

Those results reflect the league’s 
improved balance — and its lack 
of elite teams beyond Kentucky. 
SEC Network analyst Dane Brad-
shaw said the SEC had too many 
teams last year “that were kind of 
pushovers” but indicated there’s a 
“night and day” difference in the 
league’s depth this season.

Kentucky isn’t the only team 
with  quality nonconference wins.

South Carolina, which is tied 
for 11th in the conference stand-
ings, beat No. 11 Iowa State on 
a neutral court and Oklahoma 
State at home. LSU won at No. 15 
West Virginia. Arkansas won at 
No. 23 SMU. Georgia won at Kan-
sas State. Tennessee beat Kansas 
State and No. 22 Butler at home. 

JAMES CRISP/AP

Kentucky’s Devin Booker, right, shoots over Alabama’s Riley Norris 
during the first half on Saturday in Lexington, Ky. No. 1 Kentucky is 
the only SEC team guaranteed to get a bid to the NCAA tournament.

NHL scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Tampa Bay 51 32 15 4 68 166 133
Montreal 49 32 14 3 67 130 111
Detroit 50 29 12 9 67 149 129
Boston 50 27 16 7 61 134 124
Florida 48 21 17 10 52 118 138
Ottawa 48 20 19 9 49 136 136
Toronto 51 22 25 4 48 144 156
Buffalo 50 14 33 3 31 94 179

Metropolitan Division
N.Y. Islanders 49 32 16 1 65 158 139
Pittsburgh 50 28 14 8 64 145 129
N.Y. Rangers 48 29 15 4 62 145 115
Washington 50 25 15 10 60 147 129
Philadelphia 51 22 22 7 51 140 151
New Jersey 50 19 22 9 47 113 138
Columbus 48 21 24 3 45 120 151
Carolina 49 17 26 6 40 105 129

Western Conference
Central Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Nashville 49 32 11 6 70 149 115
St. Louis 49 32 13 4 68 160 120
Chicago 50 31 17 2 64 155 115
Winnipeg 52 26 18 8 60 144 137
Dallas 49 23 19 7 53 157 159
Colorado 50 21 18 11 53 131 141
Minnesota 49 23 20 6 52 135 140

Pacific Division
Anaheim 50 32 12 6 70 147 134
San Jose 51 27 17 7 61 143 140
Calgary 51 28 20 3 59 149 131
Vancouver 48 27 18 3 57 131 124
Los Angeles 49 21 16 12 54 134 132
Arizona 50 18 26 6 42 116 170
Edmonton 51 14 28 9 37 120 170

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss.

Sunday’s games
Arizona 3, Montreal 2
St. Louis 4, Washington 3
Nashville 4, Pittsburgh 0
Minnesota 4, Vancouver 2

Monday’s games
Edmonton 5, San Jose 4, SO
N.Y. Rangers 6, Florida 3
Calgary 5, Winnipeg 2

Tuesday’s games
Ottawa at New Jersey
Florida at N.Y. Islanders
Los Angeles at Washington
Arizona at Columbus
Buffalo at Montreal
Tampa Bay at St. Louis
Toronto at Nashville
Chicago at Minnesota
Colorado at Dallas
Winnipeg at Vancouver
Carolina at Anaheim

Wednesday’s games
Boston at N.Y. Rangers
Pittsburgh at Edmonton
San Jose at Calgary

Thursday’s games
St. Louis at Buffalo
N.Y. Islanders at Philadelphia
Washington at Ottawa
Los Angeles at Florida
Anaheim at Nashville
Tampa Bay at Dallas
Detroit at Colorado
Carolina at Arizona
San Jose at Vancouver

Friday’s games
Toronto at New Jersey
Anaheim at Washington
St. Louis at Columbus
Chicago at Winnipeg
Pittsburgh at Calgary

Monday
Flames 5, Jets 2

Winnipeg 1 0 1—2
Calgary 1 1 3—5

First Period—1, Winnipeg, Wheeler 
14 (Little, Ladd), 1:09. 2, Calgary, Jones 8 
(Giordano), 4:16.

Second Period—3, Calgary, Raymond 7 
(Baertschi), 1:59.

Third Period—4, Calgary, Diaz 1 (Bou-
ma, Colborne), 4:24 (pp). 5, Calgary, Bol-
lig 1 (Colborne, Byron), 7:23. 6, Winnipeg, 
Little 19 (Ladd, Chiarot), 8:43. 7, Calgary, 
Monahan 17 (Gaudreau, Russell), 17:27 
(en).

Shots on Goal—Winnipeg 6-6-7—19. 
Calgary 8-8-12—28.

Power-play opportunities—Winnipeg 
0 of 2; Calgary 1 of 3.

Goalies—Winnipeg, Hutchinson 14-7-2 
(23 shots-19 saves), Pavelec (7:23 third, 
4-4). Calgary, Hiller 16-14-2 (19-17).

A—18,824 (19,289). T—2:26.

Rangers 6, Panthers 3
Florida 1 2 0—3
N.Y. Rangers 1 2 3—6

First Period—1, Florida, Barkov 6 (Boy-
es), 4:09. 2, N.Y. Rangers, Nash 30, 8:49 
(sh).

Second Period—3, N.Y. Rangers, 
K.Hayes 7 (Zuccarello, McDonagh), 2:51 
(pp). 4, N.Y. Rangers, Staal 3 (Fast, Hage-
lin), 9:28. 5, Florida, Bolland 2 (Bergen-
heim, Jokinen), 12:51. 6, Florida, Pirri 7 
(Bolland, Boyes), 15:30 (pp).

Third Period—7, N.Y. Rangers, Boyle 6, 
8:10. 8, N.Y. Rangers, Zuccarello 8 (Kre-
ider, Brassard), 15:58. 9, N.Y. Rangers, 
Nash 31 (Stepan), 18:07 (en).

Shots on Goal—Florida 12-10-14—36. 
N.Y. Rangers 9-8-21—38.

Power-play opportunities—Florida 1 
of 2; N.Y. Rangers 1 of 3.

Goalies—Florida, Luongo 18-13-8 (37 
shots-32 saves). N.Y. Rangers, Lundqvist 
25-11-3 (36-33).

A—18,006 (18,006). T—2:27.

Oilers 5, Sharks 4 (SO)
Edmonton 1 2 1 0—5
San Jose 1 0 3 0—4

Edmonton won shootout 2-1
First Period—1, San Jose, Pavelski 26 

(Marleau, Thornton), 11:50 (pp). 2, Ed-
monton, Eberle 14 (Hall, Klefbom), 18:03.

Second Period—3, Edmonton, Eberle 
15 (Schultz, Nugent-Hopkins), :22. 4, Ed-
monton, D.Roy 5 (Yakupov), 9:39.

Third Period—5, San Jose, Hannan 1 
(Thornton, Pavelski), 2:19. 6, San Jose, 
Tennyson 2 (Kennedy, Nieto), 3:49. 7, San 
Jose, Pavelski 27 (Burns, Thornton), 9:28. 
8, Edmonton, Schultz 4 (Purcell, Lander), 
17:23.

Shootout—Edmonton 2 (D.Roy NG, Eb-
erle NG, Purcell NG, Yakupov NG, Nugent-
Hopkins G, Fraser NG, Aulie NG, Schultz 
NG, Lander NG, Klefbom NG, Gordon NG, 
Petry NG, Klinkhammer G), San Jose 1 
(Couture NG, Pavelski NG, Thornton NG, 
Marleau NG, Burns G, Karlsson NG, Hertl 
NG, Goodrow NG, Tennyson NG, Kennedy 
NG, Sheppard NG, Nieto NG, Irwin NG).

Shots on Goal—Edmonton 16-12-12-
0—40. San Jose 12-12-11-2—37.

Power-play opportunities—Edmonton 
0 of 1; San Jose 1 of 2.

Goalies—Edmonton, Fasth 5-11-2 (37 
shots-33 saves). San Jose, Niemi 21-11-6 
(40-36).

A—17,376 (17,562). T—2:51.

Oilers
outlast
Sharks

NHL roundup

The Associated Press

SAN JOSE, Calif. — Jordan
Eberle scored twice in regulation 
and Rob Klinkhammer scored in 
the 13th round of the shootout to
help the Edmonton Oilers snap
a 15-game losing streak in Cali-
fornia by beating the San Jose
Sharks 5-4 on Monday night.

Justin Schultz tied the game
with 2:37 remaining and Derek
Roy also scored for the Oilers,
who last won in the Golden State
on April 1, 2012, when they beat
Anaheim 2-1.

 Viktor Fasth made 33 saves,
robbing Joe Pavelski of a poten-
tial hat trick in the closing sec-
onds of regulation and stopping
12 of 13 shots in the shootout.

Scott Hannan and Matt Ten-
nyson also scored for the Sharks, 
who had a three-game winning 
streak snapped to provide a dis-
mal ending to what had been a 
strong seven-game homestand. 
Antti Niemi made 36 saves.

Brent Burns and Ryan Nu-
gent-Hopkins traded goals in the
fifth round of the shootout and
that was all either team got until
Klinkhammer ended it by beat-
ing Niemi with a forehand.

Rangers 6, Panthers 3: Dan
Boyle scored a deflected goal 8:10 
into the third period, and Rick
Nash and Mats Zuccarello added
insurance late as host New York
beat Florida.

Boyle flipped a shot from the 
left point that hit the stick of vet-
eran Florida defenseman Willie 
Mitchell and bounded past sur-
prised goalie Roberto Luongo.
Zuccarello made it 5-3 with 4:02
left.

Carl Hagelin was stopped by 
Luongo on a penalty shot with
3:19 remaining to keep it a two-
goal game, but Nash scored into
an empty net at 18:07.

Aleksander Barkov, Dave Bol-
land and Brandon Pirri had goals
for the Panthers.

Flames 5, Jets 2: Brandon
Bollig and Raphael Diaz scored 
their first goals of the season as
host Calgary beat Winnipeg.

With a one-goal lead heading
into the third period, the Flames 
struck on the power play at 4:24, 
making it 3-1 when Diaz let a
rocket go from the blue line that 
found the top corner.

Bollig made it 4-1 at 7:23, con-
verting a pass from Joe Colborne 
for his first goal in 61 games.

David Jones, Mason Raymond
and Sean Monahan also scored 
for Calgary. Blake Wheeler and
Bryan Little had the goals for 
Winnipeg.

ERIC RISBERG/AP

Edmonton left wing Rob Klinkhammer, right, scores the winning 
goal past San Jose goalie Antti Niemi during the 13th round of the 
shootout Monday in San Jose, Calif. Edmonton won the game 5-4.



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S •PAGE 30     F3HIJKLM Wednesday, February 4, 2015

 BY BARRY WILNER

The Associated Press

PHOENIX — Tom Brady 
knows what’s next: more Super 
Bowl wins.

At least he hopes so.
The most successful quarter-

back of his era was still riding the 
high of his fourth NFL champion-
ship on the morning after New 
England’s 28-24 victory over Seat-
tle. Brady had every right to look 
back at his four touchdown passes 
against the NFL’s top-ranked de-
fense and beam. Instead, he was 
looking ahead.

“I am still kind of in the midst 
of my career,” Brady said Mon-
day before being presented with 
a car and his third Super Bowl 
MVP trophy, tying him with his 
boyhood idol, Joe Montana. “I 
just love the game. I love playing. 
I love representing our team.”

That team — or previous ver-
sions of the Patriots he has quar-
terbacked — won three Super 
Bowls in four years, then lost in 
its next two trips to the big game. 
Brady knows how close the Patri-
ots came to a third straight flop 
against the NFC champion, need-
ing an interception with 20 sec-
onds to go to clinch the crown.

“We’ve been on the other end 
of this two times in the last seven 
years, being ahead late in the 
game with the chance to win it, 
and not closing it out,” Brady 
said of losses in 2008 and 2012 to 
the New York Giants. “I’m glad 
we had the opportunity to do it. 
Coach talked all week about how 
it was going to take all 60 minutes 
and it certainly did.

“It never broke our will. We 
were down 10 in the fourth quar-
ter and (Seattle) being on the 
1-yard line with 20 seconds left, 
but the guys never gave up. And 
you fight until the end and great 
things happen.”

Brady knows all about great 
things, obviously. A two-time 
league MVP, he threw for four 
touchdowns against the NFL’s 
stingiest defense, and led a 
comeback from a 10-point deficit 
through three quarters. He con-
nected on all eight of his throws 
on the decisive drive that ended 
with a 3-yard TD pass to Julian 
Edelman.

Brady is 37 and has said he 
hopes to play well into his 40s, 
and he works hard to stay in top 
physical shape. So he doesn’t see 
his winning toss to Edelman as 
his final Super Bowl moment.

But he certainly recognizes 
how difficult the journey is.

“Yeah, absolutely,” he said. “I 
was a young kid when we won 
those first three. I know in ‘04 
after we beat the Eagles, I was 
like, ‘I’m just ready for this to be 
over, get the offseason started,’ 
just because we had experienced 
it. Obviously, with some perspec-
tive of that game, it’s a hard thing 
to get here and then it’s a hard 

thing to win the game.
“Playing against the other best 

team, obviously, one play here, 
one play there, all things change, 
and we’ve been on the other end 
of that, too. So I’m just proud that 
we really got a chance to finish it 
out.”

His coach, Bill Belichick, rec-
ognizes the value of a likely first-
ballot Hall of Fame quarterback 
running his offense. When the 
Patriots were being dominated by 
the Seahawks in the third quarter 
Sunday, Belichick understood 
that if they could keep it close, 
they had the closer.

“He’s a great player,” Belichick 
said. “It’s been a great privilege 
to coach Tom for the last 15 years, 
14 years as starting quarterback. 
We have a great relationship. We 
meet on a regular basis weekly 
several times.

 “He’s our leader. He competes 
as well as any player I’ve ever 
coached,” Belichick added. “He’s 
well-prepared. He has great poise 
and great presence. He may not 
always be perfect, as it is for any 
of us. We all have our moments, 
but Tom, like many other players 
on our team, is the guy that fights 
to the end and competes until the 
end. 

Pats quarterback looks ahead to more Super Bowls wins

Brady not ready to rest

Super Bowl champs 
return to another 
New England storm

NFL
Briefl y

MATT SLOCUM/AP

New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady holds up Vince Lombardi Trophy after the Patriots 
defeated the Seattle Seahawks 28-24 in Super Bowl XLIX on Sunday. Brady, 37, hopes to play well 
into his 40s.

‘ I am still kind of in the midst of my 
career. I just love the game. I love playing. 
I love representing our team. ’

Tom Brady
New England Patriots quarterback

  The Associated Press

 BOSTON — The New England 
Patriots arrived safely in snow-
bound Massachusetts on Monday 
night, following their dramatic 
28-24 Super Bowl victory over the 
Seattle Seahawks in Arizona.

The team landed at Boston’s 
Logan International Airport just 
before 7:30 p.m. local time and 
retweeted a message from run-
ning back Shane Vereen: “Bos-
ton! Your Champs just got home!! 
#hellosnow #itscoldbutourtro-
phieskeepuswarm.”  

Players returned to a region 
weathering another major work-
day snowstorm that brought over 
a foot of new snow on top of near-
ly 3 feet already on the ground 
in places. Coach Bill Belichick 
and several players greeted fans 
braving the cold as they arrived 
at the stadium. 

Boston had initially planned a 
victory parade through downtown 
on Tuesday, but that celebration 
was pushed back to Wednesday 
morning because of the weather. 

 Sherman played with 
torn elbow ligaments

PHOENIX — Seattle Seahawks 
cornerback Richard Sherman 
played the Super Bowl with torn 
ligaments in his left elbow and 
will likely need Tommy John sur-
gery in the offseason.

Seattle coach Pete Carroll said 
Monday before the team left Ari-
zona that it was his understanding 
that Sherman would need the sur-
gery after the All-Pro cornerback 
was injured in the NFC champi-
onship game against Green Bay. 

Sherman, who played in the 
Seahawks’ 28-24 loss to New 
England without a brace on the 
elbow,  is not the only Seattle star 
who could be facing offseason 
surgery.

All-Pro safety Earl Thomas 
may need to have the labrum in 
his left shoulder repaired and 
strong safety Kam Chancellor 
may need knee surgery.   

 NFL investigating fake 
crowd noise in Atlanta

ATLANTA — The NFL is try-
ing to determine if the Atlanta 
Falcons pumped fake crowd noise 
into the Georgia Dome for home 
games the last two years.

Team spokesman Reggie Rob-
erts said the team became aware 
of the league’s investigation dur-
ing the 2014 season. 

The Falcons could be fined or 
penalized with the loss of a draft 
pick if found to have added fake 
crowd noise during the opposing 
team’s huddles or when trying to 
call a play.

The investigation was first re-
ported by ESPN. 

 Ryan updates tattoo 
to Buffalo Bills blue

NEW YORK — Rex Ryan’s tat-
tooed right arm went from Jets
green to Bills blue.

 The Wall Street Journal report-
ed Monday that Ryan, in town be-
fore the Super Bowl, has ditched
all of his old New York Jets ap-
parel and needed to freshen up
his body art.

“I mean, you’ve got to turn the
page,” Ryan told the newspaper.

So, he had the image of his wife
in a Jets jersey — the original
No. 6 was previously colored over
in green — changed to a Bills
jersey. 

 Ex-NFL star Sapp 
arrested in Phoenix

 PHOENIX — Former NFL 
lineman and Hall of Famer War-
ren Sapp was arrested Monday 
on suspicion of soliciting a prosti-
tute and allegedly assaulting two 
women, Phoenix police said.

Hours later, the NFL Network
announced that it had terminated
its contract with Sapp, who had
worked as an analyst for the net-
work since 2008 and was in Ari-
zona for Sunday’s Super Bowl in
suburban Glendale.

Sapp, 42,  made his initial ap-
pearance late Monday afternoon
before a Phoenix Municipal Court
judge and was released pending a
Feb. 23 court date.

Authorities said Sapp faces a
maximum penalty of $2,500 in 
fines, six months in jail, three 
years’ probation and mandatory 
15 days in jail if convicted on the
prostitution charge.  

 Colts sign CFL’s Carter, 
son of Hall of Fame WR

INDIANAPOLIS — The Colts
have made their first big offsea-
son splash, signing former CFL 
receiver Duron Carter.

Terms of the deal were not an-
nounced Monday, but the 6-foot-5,
205-pound receiver was consid-
ered one of the top talents coming
out of Canada this year. He is the
son of Hall of Fame receiver Cris
Carter. 

 Chargers: Hardwick will 
announce retirement

SAN DIEGO — The San Diego 
Chargers said 11-year veteran
center Nick Hardwick was ex-
pected to announce his retire-
ment Tuesday.

Hardwick, 33, had been the
Chargers’ starter since his rookie
season of 2004. Hardwick started
all 136 games he played in, in-
cluding 67 straight.

He suffered a neck stinger in
the 2014 opener and was placed on 
season-ending injured reserve.   
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SUPER BOWL

BY TIM BOOTH

The Associated Press

PHOENIX — Less than 16 hours later, 
Seahawks coach Pete Carroll was still
stunned by the outcome while defending 
the decision to call a pass from the 1-yard
line in the Super Bowl’s closing seconds, a
choice that will long be debated.

So close to another celebration. So close
to becoming the next NFL dynasty.

“The shock of disappointment that this 
game gets away from us and goes another
way right at the finish line,” a somber Car-
roll said Monday, before Seattle returned
to the Pacific Northwest after the 28-24
loss to New England. “It’s something that
we have to deal with that in the long run of
it will make us stronger, and we’ll be able
to put it in some kind of perspective. It’s
pretty hard right now.”

Carroll stood by the decision for Russell 
Wilson to throw from the New England 1
with 26 seconds left, a pass that was intend-
ed for Ricardo Lockette and intercepted by 
Malcolm Butler.

Carroll also defended offensive coordi-
nator Darrell Bevell, who was widely criti-
cized for calling a pass with Marshawn
Lynch in the Seattle backfield.

“We’re so lucky to have him. He’s been
absolutely instrumental in everything that 
we have done,” Carroll said. “There is no
reservation in that thought, and don’t make
it out like there is, because he is an awe-
some guy on our staff, and he is crucially
important to our future as well.”

Carroll said the clock and the Seahawks’
timeout situation dictated they would have 
to throw once and possibly twice from the
1. He gave credit to Butler for making the 
interception and fellow cornerback Bran-
don Browner for jamming up wide receiv-
er Jermaine Kearse on the play, creating
open space for Butler to break on the ball.

Seattle decided to throw after seeing 
New England bring in its goal-line defend-
ers, Carroll said. The Seahawks were also
attempting to melt as much time from the 
clock with Tom Brady standing on the 
other sideline. 

BY ARNIE STAPLETON

The Associated Press

The Seattle Seahawks had both the 
Lombardi Trophy and greatness 
in their grasp with 36 inches and 
26 seconds to go.

They watched their coronation as a 
modern day dynasty slip away with the 
decision not to put the ball in Marshawn 
Lynch’s hands.

In what some are viewing as one of the 
great miscalculations in sports history, of-
fensive coordinator Darrell Bevell, backed 
by head coach Pete Carroll, called for a 
pass play, leaving Lynch — and ultimate-
ly the rest of the Seahawks — stunningly 
empty-handed.

 It also added Bevell and Carroll to the 
long list of sportsmen whose decisions 
backfired so spectacularly so as to haunt 
and taunt the also-rans and their crest-
fallen fans.

Some choices that stand out for their del-
eterious results:

Meadowlands miracle: In the final sec-
onds of a 1978 NFL game, all the New York 
Giants had to do was take a knee and they 
had the Philadelphia Eagles beaten. But 
they inexplicably called a running play 
and quarterback Joe Pisarcik botched the 
handoff. Defensive back Herman Edwards 
scooped up the loose ball and scored the 
winning touchdown.

Pooped Pedro: Just five outs from guid-
ing Boston to the World Series, manager 
Grady Little left an exhausted Pedro Mar-
tinez in Game 7 of the 2003 AL Champi-

onship Series. Martinez had just given 
up three consecutive hits and was clearly 
done. After Little returned to the dugout 
without his ace, Jorge Posada hit the game-
tying double and the Red Sox went on to 
lose. The curse lived on for another year.

Best benched: While Al Michaels was 
shouting, “Do you believe in miracles? 
Yes!” Soviet hockey fans on Feb. 22, 1980, 
were asking, “Why isn’t Vladislav Tre-
tiak between the pipes? No!” Soviet coach 
Victor Tikhonov benched the world’s best 
goaltender with the score tied at 2 after 
the first period. The American team 
made up of mostly college kids capitalized 
against backup Vladimir Myshkin to beat 
the mighty Soviets 4-3 in the “Miracle on 
Ice.”

Vexed Van de Velde: Needing just a 
double bogey to win the 1999 British Open, 
Frenchman Jean Van de Velde decided not 
to play things conservatively and triple bo-
geyed the 18th hole, forcing a three-way 
playoff with Paul Lawrie and Justin Leon-
ard that he lost. The lasting image from 
golf’s biggest implosion was Van de Velde 
slipping off his socks and shoes and step-
ping into the knee-deep water to reclaim 
his third shot

Fab Five fail: Chris Webber’s Michigan 
Wolverines trailed North Carolina 73-71 
in the closing seconds of the 1993 NCAA 
men’s basketball championship when he 
found himself double-teamed and called 
a timeout. Because Michigan had no time-
outs left, Webber was assessed a technical 
foul and the Tar Heels cruised to the title.

Seattle’s
Carroll
stands by
decision

MICHAEL CONROY/AP

Seattle coach Pete Carroll has been 
second-guessed for the Seahawks’ final 
offensive play, which resulted in an 
interception at the Patriots’ goal line.

Seahawks’ call latest in long line of questionable calls

Adding to the controversy

CHARLES KRUPA/AP

Boston manager Grady Little’s decision 
to leave exhausted starting pitcher Pedro 
Martinez, left, in the game during the 
eighth inning of Game 7 of the American 
League Championship Series ultimately 
cost the Red Sox their first World Series 
appearance in nearly 20 years.

MATT YORK/AP

Seattle running back Marshawn Lynch (24) dives into the end zone for a 3-yard touchdown run Sunday during the first half of Super 
Bowl XLIX in Glendale, Ariz. Many people are questioning why Lynch didn’t get the ball when the Seahawks had second-and-goal 
on the New England 1-yard with 26 second remaining. Instead, Seattle called for a pass that was intercepted.
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Judge in Hernandez murder trial closes 
court over juror issue  »  Page 25
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BY BRETT MARTEL

The Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — Paul Millsap and 
his Atlanta teammates didn’t sound terri-
bly concerned about the end of the Hawks’ 
franchise-record 19-game winning streak.

After all, the Hawks’ 115-100 loss to 
surging New Orleans on Monday night 
— in a game marked by Anthony Davis’ 

ferocious play — was only Atlanta’s third 
defeat in 36 games.

“We’ve got a lot of season left,” Millsap 
said when asked to put the recent winning 
streak in perspective. “Nineteen games, 
that’s good. We lost one — 19-1 now. So 
it’s just regrouping. ... We can’t let one loss 
turn into two losses.”

Davis, returning from a left groin strain 

that sidelined him one game, had 29 points 
and 13 rebounds to help the Pelicans win 
for the sixth time in seven games. New Or-
leans’ recent run of good form has includ-
ed victories over other contending squads, 
such as Dallas and the Los Angeles Clip-
pers, and has pulled the Pelicans (26-22) 
within a game of Phoenix (28-22) for eighth 
place in the Western Conference.

“We just need to continue to do what 
we’ve been doing,” Davis said. “The past
couple games, we’ve been rebounding,
defending, sharing the ball. We don’t care 
who scores. That’s what we have to do.”

That sounds a lot like the recipe Atlanta
has been using to pile up an Eastern Con-
ference-leading 40 victories.
SEE STREAK ON PAGE 26

GERALD HERBERT/AP

Pelicans forward Anthony Davis dunks on the Hawks on Monday in New Orleans. The Pelicans ended the Hawks’ franchise-record winning streak with a 115-100 victory.

Streak 
over

Davis scores 29 to help Pelicans snap Hawks’ winning run at 19 games

Injured ski stars, hometown star Vonn 
ready for world championships  »  Page 24

Defending the pass
Carroll stands by decision on throw 
that cost Seahawks title  »  Page 31


